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Opening VOluntary

Prelude in C Major, BWV 846 J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

WelcOme and annOuncements Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling

recOgnitiOn Of seniOrs Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling

Madeline Bace, Nardin Academy, Buffalo, NY 
Margaret Bace, Nardin Academy, Buffalo, NY 
Michael Mahoney, Williamsville North High School, Williamsville, NY 
Valerie Warszawski, Mountain Vista High School, Highlands Ranch, CO 
Paula Wilde, Sweet Home High School, Amherst, NY

chiming Of the trinity

intrOit

Proverb Alfred Fedak (b. 1953) 

If you can walk, you can dance. 
If you can talk, you can sing. 
So you can sing, you can dance. 
We can sing, we can dance. 

call tO WOrship 
The people stand.

We have come from many places to gather: 
From home and school and work, from next door and from miles away. 
We have come on foot, by car, bus or bike, 
We have come with family, with friends, and on our own. 
Whatever the journey has held so far, wherever we find ourselves in our faith or life,  
God calls us together, to see what God has done, and to follow wherever God leads us next. 
We join our voices with voices past, present, and future: 
Let us worship God together!

hymn in prOcessiOn

The people remain standing to sing. This hymn is found on the inserted page.

O God, Show Mercy to Us ThaxTed

call tO cOnfessiOn 

prayer Of cOnfessiOn 
God, we come to you recognizing that we often forget that you made the world and all that 
it is in it. We so quickly point the finger at the other, the neighbor, the outcast, and the one 
who is different from us. Forgive us for expecting to be forgiven without forgiving others. 
Forgive us for rash decisions and hateful words. Forgive us for projecting our fears onto 
those whom we fear. Help us to see past our self-imposed divisions and systems that label 
one life as valuable and others as expendable, and remind us to love others as you have 
loved us. 

The people keep silence.

May 22, 2022
Worship at 10:30 AM

Sixth Sunday of Easter
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Kyrie Westminster Buffalo Service, Howard Helvey (b. 1968)

The people sing. 

assurance Of pardOn 
Believe the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

respOnse 
The people stand to sing.

passing Of the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

cOnfirmatiOn 
Statement on Meaning of Confirmation 
Asking Questions of Membership 

Pastor:  Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and 
renounce evil and its power in the world? 

Confirmands:  We do. 

Pastor:  Is Jesus Christ your Lord and Savior? 

Confirmands:  He is. 

Pastor:  Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple obeying his word and showing his love? 

Confirmands: We will. 

Pastor:  Will you devote yourself to the church’s teaching and fellowship, to the break-
ing of bread and the prayers? 

Confirmands:  We will. 
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Pastor:  Congregation, will you continue your promises made these confirmands in their 
baptism—that you will love, care, pray, and stand by them as they continue this 
lifelong journey of learning and faith? 

Congregation: We will. 

Pastor:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 

I believe that God loves us. I really do. I believe that God loves each and every one of us, no 
matter what happens in our life. God welcomed us to baptism. God also made the hills and 
valleys. They made the sky. They made day and night, in Genesis chapter 1. 

I believe that God created us and the world to be happy. But as I saw all of the horrible 
things that happen to people, as I saw pain and suffering, I thought: If God is all that is good 
in the world, why does He allow these bad things to happen? While God may not prevent 
all evil in the world, She is still a source of hope for those in need. I believe that extends to 
everyone no matter what their background or differences are. I believe that God forgives us 
all. Especially when we can’t forgive ourselves. God is there for us when we make mistakes. 

I believe that God has no time to hate. Not when they’re too busy loving. In John 4, it says 
that God is love. I believe that the church is a place for anyone to feel accepted, embrace 
who they are, and feel a sense of belonging in a community. I believe that the church should 
be a welcoming and safe environment for everyone. 

I believe that everyone’s journey to find their faith is unique. My faith is wanting to show 
love and wanting to help each other, not for an ultimate reward, but because we want to. 
Just as Jesus came into the world to help us. I understand that the practice of communion 
represents community and I think the church is meant to teach us how to be what God 
hopes for us. 

It’s hard to love everyone. And sometimes I wonder how God does it. How can Jesus love 
the people that we don’t like? How is that possible? How can God forgive the people we 
think made bad choices? How does God do it? I want to be like that. 

Baptism of Sasha Wechsler
Presentation of Stoles and Gifts 
Prayer over Confirmands

prayer fOr illuminatiOn 

psalm

Psalm 67  Edward Bairstow (1874-1946) 
1May God be merciful to us and bless us, show us the light of his countenance and come to us. 
2Let your ways be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 3Let the peoples 
praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations upon earth. 5Let the peoples 
praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 6The earth has brought forth her increase; 
may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 7May God give us his blessing, and may all the 
ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 
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gOspel acclamatiOn 
The people stand to sing.

gOspel lessOn 
The people remain standing.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 14:23-29
23Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, 
and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24Whoever does not love me does 
not keep my words, and the word that you hear is not mine but is from the Father who sent 
me. 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all 
that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28You heard 
me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice 
that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you 
this before it occurs, so that when it does occur you may believe.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

gOspel acclamatiOn
The people remain standing.

sermOn

A Web of Connection

hymn

The people stand to sing.

No. 307: Fight the Good Fight duke STreeT

inVitatiOn tO the Offering 
OffertOry

Let the Peoples Praise You, O God Bruce Neswick (b. 1956) 

Let all the peoples praise you, O God. 

May God be merciful to us and bless us; show us the light of his countenance and come to us. 
Let your ways be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.  

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity 
And guide all the nations upon earth.  

The earth has brought forth her increase; may God give us his blessing, 
And may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him. 

presentatiOn Of the gifts LaSST unS erfreuen

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer Of dedicatiOn 
God of justice, we have received so much from you, and we gladly respond with the abun-
dance of our giving. Receive what we offer here as a sign of our commitment to do justice 
for all people, to seek after mercy in all things, and to walk humbly with you all our days. 
We pray these things in the name of the One who taught us justice, kindness, mercy, and 
love, Amen. 

prayers Of the peOple

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

sending hymn

The people stand to sing. This hymn is found on the inserted page. 

Go, My Children, with My Blessing ar hyd y noS

BenedictiOn and chOral respOnse

The Lord Bless You and Keep You Peter C. Lutkin (1858-1931) 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord lift his countenance upon you; and give you peace. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. Amen.
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Masks are required at all times on Westminster’s campus—including during worship. 

Westminster is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation and a progressive place of lifelong learning. Ev-
eryone is welcome to our campus to worship, rejoice in music, question, reflect, serve, and grow, regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, citizenship status, or religious affiliation.

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome 
Card (found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member, or visit our website, wpcbuffalo.org.

As a More Light church, we invite all members of the LGBTQIA+ community to membership and full partic-
ipation in all ministries. As an Earth Care Congregation, we defend and heal creation through worship and 
education.

Wiggle Worship Bags for youth are available at the doors. Please return after worship.

If you need assistance at any time, please ask a deacon or staff member.

Welcome to Westminster!

Generosity
All Things New is off to a strong start, but still short 
of the $700,000 goal. Your pledge allows us to plan 
for the financial stability of our church. Please send 
in a pledge card or submit online via our secure 
website, wpcbuffalo.org/atn. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

A legacy speaks not about how we died but how we 
lived. It speaks about the things that move us in life, 
the things that matter to us. A legacy is an expres-
sion of gratitude and thanks to God for all that has 
been given and enjoyed in life. What will your legacy 
say about you? 

To learn more about the 1854 Legacy Circle, pick up 
a brochure in the Gallery Room.

For more information on making a gift to Westminster, 
please contact Sawrie Becker, 

sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org or 716.884.9437 x315.

WOrship leaders

Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling, Associate Pastor of Christian Education
Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling, Director of Youth Ministries
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries 
The Westminster Choir

deacOns serVing tOday

Whitney Manalio Creighton, Bruce Dierenfield, Linda Fabian, Carol Greetham, 
Tom Greetham, Donald Kitungano, Ethel Ward

chancel flOWers

The flowers at the Lord’s Table are in loving memory of Marguerite Stay Swain (Feb 23, 1922-May 
18, 2021), mother of Cynthia Swain and Stephen Edge on the anniversary of her passing.

The flowers at the Pulpit are in memory of Peggy Balbach, given by her daughter, Melissa Balbach.

June 5 and 26 are open for flower donations—if you would like to purchase Sunday flowers in 
honor/memory of family or friends, please contact Sue Adams, hugwalker1@gmail.com.

Preserve the Pinnacle Update
This week, R.A. Colby delivered the two Sanctuary 
organ consoles and began the process of rewiring 
the entire organ. Stop by the Holmes Room after 
worship to get an up-close look at these works of art!

Next week, Swiatek Studios will remove a lead-
ed-glass window from the steeple for repairs at their 
shops. Representatives from Swiatek will also begin 
preparatory work for painting the Holmes Chapel. 
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Upcoming Events
Westminster Biking Club - Holy Spokes

Postponed—new date forthcoming
Contact: Linda Leach, lindagleach@gmail.com

Thanks to all for your creative name submissions—
the winning name is “Holy Spokes!” We will resched-
ule our first meet up in the coming weeks.

WECP Plant Sale Extras
Pickup May 25, 11:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Link to order form in weekly eNews

Extra plants are available first come, first served 
and may be selected through the online order form. 
Plants must be picked up on May 25, 1:30-5:30 PM.

WEDI at Westminster 
June 5, 9:30 AM - 10:15 AM

Join us for a celebration of the Westminster Eco-
nomic Development Initiative (WEDI) – take a tour of 
the after-school ENERGY classroom and enjoy food 
from the West Side Bazaar!

Women of Westminster Garden Party 
June 7, 6 PM at the Balbach-Bace Home 
7811 East Quaker Road, Orchard Park 

Join us for an evening of garden games, food, and 
fun. Dust off that hat that’s been sitting in your closet 
and enjoy the annual Women of Westminster party!

Pulling the Race Card
Postponed—new date forthcoming

Join a discussion on race sponsored by the Racial 
Justice Committee and the Jewish Community Re-
lations Council, NAACP Buffalo Branch, National Ac-
tion Network, and the League of Women Voters. 

Case Library Summer Book Study
July 10-24, 9 AM in-person and via Zoom

This summer, Case Library will read Jane Goodall’s 
The Book of Hope. Goodall is famous for her pio-
neering work with chimpanzees in Tanzania starting 
in the 1960’s. In recent decades, she has been a tire-
less activist working to raise awareness and spur ac-
tion on a variety of environmental issues. The book 
is Goodall’s answer to the question, “In a world that 
seems so troubled, how do we hold on to hope?” Our 
summer conversations will take place both in-per-
son and via Zoom. The cost of the book is $28. A 
few copies are in stock at Talking Leaves; additional 
books will arrive soon.

BFNC Solstice Celebration
June 16, 5:30-8:30 PM at Marcy Casino

BFNC’s celebration will feature food, entertainment, 
a raffle, and Community Service Award ceremonies. 
Purchase tickets, $75, at BFNC.org.

Sunday, May 22
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:00 AM Case Library Series
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
10:40 AM Sunday School
11:30 AM Racial Justice Comm.

Monday, May 23
3:00 PM ENERGY Program

Tuesday, May 24
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
5:30 PM Budget & Finance
6:30 PM Pulling the Race Card

Wednesday, May 25
7:00 AM WECP Plant Sale
7:15 AM AA Meeting
8:00 AM WEDI Board Meeting
9:30 AM Worship Planning
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
 6:00 PM Session Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

Thursday, May 26
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Friday, May 27
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
 
Sunday, May 29
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM One Worship Service

This Week

May 29, 2022
One Worship Service

Due to the running of the Buffalo Marathon, Westminster will offer one worship service at 10:30 AM, in-person and 
via livestream. Delaware Avenue will remain closed to cars; travel to Westminster via Elmwood Avenue and enter 
the parking lot “backwards” via the Summer Street driveway.

Buffalo Marathon Sunday
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724 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14209

716.884.9437

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
Senior Pastor

tleach@wpcbuffalo.org, x313

Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education

katelynnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x311

Rev. Beth Hennessy
Pastoral Care Associate

bhennessy@wpcbuffalo.org, 716-697-0919

Garrett F. Martin
Organist and Director of Music Ministries

gmartin@wpcbuffalo.org, x318

Jamie Adamczyk
Administrative Assistant

jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org, x300

Sawrie Becker
Director of Development

sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org, x315

Julie Brooks
Director of Finance

rglenn@wpcbuffalo.org, x305

Matthew Marco
Director of Media

mmarco@wpcbuffalo.org, x306

Lindsay McGuire
Human Resources

lmcguire@wpcbuffalo.org, x359

Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling
Director of Youth Ministries

micahnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x310

Westminster Early Childhood Programs

Dr. Cindy Lynn-Garbe
Director

clynn-garbe@wecpbuffalo.org, x328

Todd Bothwell
Associate Director of Admissions
tbothwell@wecpbuffalo.org, x330

Jessica Mitrovits
Development Associate

jmitrovits@wecpbuffalo.org, x332

 
Facilities

Aaron Vivian
Facilities Supervisor

avivian@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.504.7308

Jeff Kaczmarek
Facilities

jkaczmarek@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.345.8013

Austin Becker
Facilities

716.479.0668
 

John Suchy
Facilities

716.359.6561

Lulzim Sylejmnani
Facilities

716.472.5477

Instagram
@westminsterbflo

YouTube
wpcbuffalo.org/live

Homepage
wpcbuffalo.org

Facebook
@westminsterbflo

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License, with license A-72296. 

All rights reserved.


