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Welcome and announcements Rev. Dr. Leach

opening Voluntary

Rite de la Lune  Edward Michaël (1921-2006) 

I. Chant d’espoir de la lune qui n’est pas et qui veut être

chiming of the trinity

call to Worship 
The people stand.

God calls us to service,
Rather than honor.
God call us to love the unknown, 
Rather than the familiar.
We come to this time of worship,
Trusting in the grace of Jesus Christ, 
Who is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

opening hymn

The people remain standing to sing.

Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak Old HundredtH

call to confession Rev. Nutter Dowling

prayer of confession 
Lord, all that we have is a gift from you, yet we do not live lives of gratitude. We ignore 
strangers and turn away from those in need. We seek honor for ourselves and allow pride 
to take root in us. Forgive our foolish ways, O God, and restore us to you, that we may walk 
in the way of love.

The people keep silence.

August 28 2022
Worship at 10:30 AM

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
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Kyrie Westminster Buffalo Service, Howard Helvey (b. 1968)

The people sing. 

assurance of pardon 
Believe the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

response 
The people stand to sing.

passing of the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

prayer for illumination 
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gospel acclamation 
The people stand to sing.

gospel lesson 
The people remain standing.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 14:1, 7-14
1On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal 
on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely. 7When he noticed how the guests chose the 
places of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding 
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than 
you has been invited by your host, 9and the host who invited both of you may come and say 
to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest 
place. 10But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence 
of all who sit at the table with you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 
who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When 
you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your 
relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 
13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And 
you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

gospel acclamation
The people remain standing.

sermon

Competitive Grace
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hymn

The people stand to sing.

We Are Your People WHitfield

inVitation to the offering 

offertory

Rite de la Lune Edward Michaël  

II. Le lotus dans le reflet de la pleine lune 
IV. Chant de la lune qui a retrouvé son reflet et se contemple dans l’eau  

presentation of the gifts lasst uns erfreuen

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer of dedication 
Faithful God, you bless us in Jesus, who is the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow. And 
so we praise you with lips that confess his name and ask your blessing on these gifts for the 
life of the world. Amen.
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prayers of the people 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

sending hymn

The people stand to sing.

When Jesus Saw the People tHaxted

Benediction

closing Voluntary

March  York Bowen (1884-1961)
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Masks are optional while seated in worship. Please continue to wear your mask while entering the building 
and walking to the Sanctuary. 

Westminster is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation and a progressive place of lifelong learning. Ev-
eryone is welcome to our campus to worship, rejoice in music, question, reflect, serve, and grow, regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, citizenship status, or religious affiliation.

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome 
Card (found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member, or visit our website, wpcbuffalo.org.

As a More Light church, we invite all members of the LGBTQIA+ community to membership and full partic-
ipation in all ministries. As an Earth Care Congregation, we defend and heal creation through worship and 
education.

Wiggle Worship Bags for youth are available at the doors. Please return after worship.

If you need assistance at any time, please ask a deacon or staff member.

Welcome to Westminster!

Generosity
Gifts to All Things New support the church’s annual 
operating expenses and programs and are vital 
to maintain and grow the changing needs of our 
members and the diverse community we serve. If 
you have not yet pledged, please make a financial 
commitment to Westminster as a sign of devotion to 
the ministry and mission of our church. Please send 
in a pledge card or submit online via our secure 
website, wpcbuffalo.org/atn. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

On average, churches aid 2 direct service programs, 
2 educational, health, or cultural programs, and 1 
community development or political/social advo-
cacy program—all of which help the local economy, 
and the health and well-being of its people. Consider 
supporting Westminster in your estate planning and 
become a member of The 1854 Legacy Circle.

For more information on making a gift to Westminster, 
please contact Sawrie Becker, 

sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org or 716.884.9437 x315.

Worship leaders

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach, Senior Pastor
Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling, Associate Pastor for Christian Education
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music
Eli Campbell, Oboe

deacons serVing today

Sherrie Bernat, Bruce Dierenfield, Mark Hall, Evan Izatt, Janet Mascio, Jenny Wood

chancel floWers

If you would like to purchase Sunday flowers in honor/memory of family or friends, 
please contact Sue Adams, hugwalker1@gmail.com.

Summer Meet and Mingle
Volunteers are needed to host Meet & Mingle each Sunday through September 4. Hosts are asked to provide 
three dozen cookies and lemonade or water. Contact Sawrie Becker at sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org to sign up.
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Upcoming Events
New West Side Bazaar Groundbreaking

August 30, 11:00 AM at 1432 Niagara Street, Buffalo  
Celebrate the momentous next step in the West Side 
Bazaar’s expansion with WEDI.

PC(USA) Day of Service 
September 10, 2-9 PM at Westminster
Contact: Micah, micahnd@wpcbuffalo.org 

All ages are welcome to join the PC(USA) Day of 
Service, followed by a cookout. We will garden from 
2-5, eat, and then our youth (grades 6-12) will take 
part in a movie and discussion in Parish Hall from 
6-9. All ages and are welcome at 2 PM.

Hike at Reinstein Woods
September 17, time TBA at Reinstein Woods

Save the date for the first “Meet-Up” of the year. 
Time and meeting location will be announced at a 
later date.

Case Library Conversations - David Galston
September 18, 9 AM in the Library and Via Zoom

David Galston, Executive Director of the Westar In-
stitute, presents “How to Read the Bible Effective-
ly: Finding Common Ground Between Tradition and 
Scholarship.” Galston’s visit is co-sponsored by Trin-
ity Church and Unitarian Universalist Church. Zoom 
link may be found in the weekly eNews.

Sunday, August 28
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Meet and Mingle

Tuesday, August 30
10:00 AM Garden Group

Wednesday, August 31
9:30 AM Worship Planning
10:00 AM Calendar Retreat
8:00 PM AA Meeting

Sunday, September 4
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Meet and Mingle

Monday, September 5
WPC & WECP Closed

This Week

We enjoyed having Todd and Linda Leach at our meeting with the family recently; Hasan and Hlalh were glad 
to meet them. Thirteen-year-old Shokriah is preparing to play soccer at Amherst Middle School, thanks to Carol 
Greetham’s help with school registrations. Nancy Trimble has discovered Victory Sports, who donated soccer 
equipment for Shokriah. Nancy is also busy finding clothes at Clara’s Closet and school supplies at various sources 
(including Journeys End) for the five students in school – Omar, Rashed, Abdalmoatee, Shokriah, and Ali. All ten 
family members have now had one or more dental appointments. We’ve also enjoyed a pool party for the four 
youngest kids, celebrated Omar’s 7th birthday, traveled to an outdoor concert in Clarence, and a member of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran donated a grill.
 
Westminster has completed the three-month co-sponsorship commitment with Journeys End. However, support, 
mentorship, and transportation is still needed. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Debbie Erwin (erwin.
debbie@gmail.com; 716-867-6676) or Carol Greetham (carolgreetham@gmail.com). Visa gift cards are still wel-
come for expenses that may come up. Thank you to Westminster for your support of this mission and outreach!

Alali Family Update

Rally Day marks the official beginning of the church’s program year. As Chapel painting will begin on September 
6, the 8:15 AM service will occur in the Sanctuary. The Choir returns to assist in leading worship, accompanied by 
the recently-renovated Aeolian-Skinner organ. The congregation will re-dedicate the organ during worship, and 
will bless the backpacks of students young and old. Following worship, enjoy an enhanced Meet & Mingle on the 
South Lawn, in full view of the renovated steeple and Delaware Doors. Case Library Conversations and Children’s 
Sunday School will return the following Sunday, September 18. 

Rally Day - September 11
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724 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14209

716.884.9437

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
Senior Pastor

tleach@wpcbuffalo.org, x313

Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education

katelynnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x311

Rev. Beth Hennessy
Pastoral Care Associate

bhennessy@wpcbuffalo.org, 716-697-0919

Garrett F. Martin
Organist and Director of Music Ministries

gmartin@wpcbuffalo.org, x318

Jamie Adamczyk
Administrative Assistant

jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org, x300

Sawrie Becker
Director of Development

sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org, x315

Julie Brooks
Director of Finance

jbrooks@wpcbuffalo.org, x305

Matthew Marco
Director of Media

mmarco@wpcbuffalo.org, x306

Lindsay McGuire
Human Resources

lmcguire@wpcbuffalo.org, x359

Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling
Director of Youth Ministries

micahnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x310

Westminster Early Childhood Programs

Dr. Cindy Lynn-Garbe
Director

clynn-garbe@wecpbuffalo.org, x328

Todd Bothwell
Associate Director of Admissions
tbothwell@wecpbuffalo.org, x330

Jessica Mitrovits
Development Associate

jmitrovits@wecpbuffalo.org, x332

 
Facilities

Aaron Vivian
Facilities Supervisor

avivian@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.504.7308

Jeff Kaczmarek
Facilities

jkaczmarek@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.345.8013

Austin Becker
Facilities

716.479.0668

Lulzim Sylejmnani
Facilities

716.472.5477

Instagram
@westminsterbflo

YouTube
wpcbuffalo.org/live

Homepage
wpcbuffalo.org

Facebook
@westminsterbflo

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License, with license A-72296. 

All rights reserved.


