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Opening VOluntary

It is the tradition of this congregation to remain silent as we collectively prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

Adagio in G minor  Tomaso Albinoni (1671-1751)

WelcOme and annOuncements Rev. Dr. Leach

chiming Of the trinity

intrOit

Jesu, the Very Thought is Sweet Charles Wood (1866-1926)

Jesu, the very thought is sweet; 
In that dear name all heart-joys meet; 
No word is sung more sweet than this, 
No sound is heard more full of bliss, 
Than Jesus, Son of God most high. 

call tO WOrship 
The people stand.  

Everyone who thirsts:
Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return, so that you may live.
All who are hungry for righteousness: 
Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return, so that you may live.
All who need the help of God:
Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return, so that you may live.

hymn in prOcessiOn

The people remain standing to sing. This hymn is found on the inserted page.

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy Abbot’s Leigh

call tO cOnfessiOn Rev. Nutter Dowling

prayer Of cOnfessiOn 
Holy God, we confess that we have grown complacent in our response to you. You set be-
fore us a rich feast of blessing, but we are drawn to lesser things that cannot satisfy. You 
call us to attend to urgent needs in the world, but we indulge our own desires. Our ways are 
not your ways; our thoughts do not ascend to your thoughts. Forgive us when we fall short 
of your claim upon our lives. Disturb our complacency and quicken our desire for a more 
fruitful life. Be patient, we pray, as we amend who we are, in the hope of becoming who you 
intend us to be. We ask this in the name of our Savior, your Son, Jesus Christ.

The people keep silence.
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Kyrie Westminster Buffalo Service, Howard Helvey (b. 1968)

The people sing. 

assurance Of pardOn 
Believe the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

respOnse 
The people stand to sing.

passing Of the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

time With children

At this time, children 3 years and older may leave for Sunday School with their teachers. 
Please have them take their belongings with them.

prayer fOr illuminatiOn Rev. Hennessy



3

scripture lessOn

Isaiah 55:1-9
1Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend your money 
for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to 
me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline your ear, and come to 
me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, 
sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for 
the peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and nations that do not know 
you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified 
you. 6Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked 
forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may 
have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

psalm

Psalm 63:1-8  Plainchant
1O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you,  
as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your 
holy place, that I might behold your power and your glory. 3For your loving-kindness is better 
than life itself; my lips shall give you praise. 4So will I bless you as long as I live and lift up my 
hands in your Name. 5My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth praises 
you with joyful lips, 6When I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the night 
watches. 7For you have been my helper, and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 8My 
soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. 

gOspel acclamatiOn 
The people stand to sing.

gOspel lessOn 
The people remain standing.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 13:1-9
1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2He asked them, “Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? 3No, I tell you; 
but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who were killed when 
the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the 
others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they 
did.” 6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I 
have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be 
wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put 
manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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gOspel acclamatiOn 
The people remain standing.

sermOn

Turning Toward While Turning Away

hymn

The people stand to sing. This hymn is found on the inserted page.

When Memory Fades FinLAndiA

inVitatiOn tO the Offering 
OffertOry

Trust in the Lord Daniel Gawthrop (b. 1949)

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own understanding.  
In all your ways acknowledge him and he shall direct your path.  
For in him are all the blessings of heaven and from his mouth cometh wisdom.  
Seek him and he shall grant you the sweetest desires of your heart.  
Lift your voice to his glory and he shall grant you the sweetest desires of your heart. 

presentatiOn Of the gifts hAmburg

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer Of dedicatiOn 
God of wilderness and promised land, in days of want and in days of plenty, you have been 
with us. By these gifts we now share, may others know of your providence and care. Send 
us—not only our offerings, but our very selves—to console and comfort, to lift up and reach 
out, to listen and sit beside your children everywhere at the one table you have set; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

prayers Of the peOple

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

sending hymn

The people stand to sing. This hymn is found on the inserted page.

Come to Tend God’s Garden King’s Weston
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WOrship leaders

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach, Senior Pastor
Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling, Associate Pastor for Christian Education
Rev. Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries 
The Westminster Schola

deacOns serVing tOday

Wisdom Afealete, John Bace, Betsy Biggar, Donald Etulo, Linda Fabian, Mark Hall

chancel flOWers

The season of Lent is one of the church’s penitential seasons during the liturgical year. We 
remember Christ’s journey through the wilderness; as such, we do not have chancel flowers 
during Lent. The starkness of the chancel reminds us of Christ’s sacrifice and journey through 
the wilderness. Sunday flower donations will continue after Easter.

BenedictiOn and chOral respOnse

O Savior of the World Charles Callahan (b. 1951)  

O Savior of the world, who, by thy cross and precious blood, has redeemed us;  
Save us and help us, O Lord

clOsing VOluntary

Toccata Joseph Callaerts (1838-1901)

Palm Sunday Coats for Friends of Night People

Westminster will gather sweaters and coats from 
now until Palm Sunday, April 10. Please leave new or 
gently used coats, jackets, and sweaters in the Gal-
lery Room receptacle. On Palm Sunday, we will place 
these garments on the end of the center aisle pews, 
much in the same way the disciples and people of 
Jerusalem laid their coats on the ground for Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into the Holy City.

Support for Ukraine

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance provides humani-
tarian aid including food, shelter, medicine, hygiene 
products, and financial support to those affected by 
the war in Ukraine. 

Visit pda.pcusa.org/situation/ukraine/ to learn more 
about PDA’s efforts and ways to help.

In the coming weeks, Westminster will explore ways 
for our congregation to directly support the Ukranian 
people. Updates will be provided in this space. 

Mission Partnerships
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Westminster is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation and a progressive place of lifelong learning. 
Everyone is welcome to our campus to worship, rejoice in music, question, reflect, serve, and grow, regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, citizenship status, or religious affiliation.

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome 
Card (found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member, or visit our website, wpcbuffalo.org.

As a More Light church, we invite all members of the LGBTQIA+ community to membership and full 
participation in all ministries. As an Earth Care Congregation, we defend and heal creation through worship 
and education.

Wiggle Worship Bags for youth are available at the doors. Please return after worship.

If you need assistance at any time, please ask a Deacon or staff member.

Welcome to Westminster!

Preaching Schedule

March 27, 2022
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
The Embrace

April 3, 2022
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
John 12:1-8

A Shared Extravagance

Worship with Communion at 8:15 AM in the Holmes Chapel (in-person)
Worship at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary (in-person and livestreamed)

Upcoming Events
Virtual Meet and Mingle - Today!

March 20, 2 PM via Zoom
Enjoy conversation and fellowship–all are welcome–
bring a friend! Zoom link may be found in the eNews.

BFNC Mural Unveiling
March 24, 10 AM, 419 Monroe Street

The Buffalo Federation of Neighborhood Centers will 
unveil a mural detailing the history of Westminster 
House. Details may be found in the eNews.

Western New York Chamber Orchestra
March 25, 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary

WNYCO presents Frank Martin’s opera, “Le Vin her-
bé” in a collaboration with students and faculty from 
the Fredonia School of Music. The opera is based on 
the classic Tristan and Isolde tale. Free, donations 
gratefully accepted to support the Westminster 
Friends of Music.

WOW Book Club
April 4, 7 PM via Zoom

WOW Book Group’s next book will be The Secret 
Lives of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd. 
Email carolgreetham@gmail.com for the link.

WECP Plant Sale 
The spring plant and hanging basket sale is underway 
at WECP. Plants are purchased through local grower, 
Kenneth Henry and Sons, and are always healthy and 
beautiful! Hanging basket orders are due March 23; 
all other orders are due March 29. Order forms are 
available in the Gallery Room or eNews. 

Lenten Book Study
Rev. Leach will offer a study of Freeing Congrega-
tional Mission by B. Hunter Farrell to help inform up-
coming outreach projects in our community. Contact 
Rev. Leach to participate.

Lenten Devotionals
Pick up Lenten devotionals on the table outside 
the Sanctuary: Ashes to Rainbows: A Queer Lenten 
Devotional and When Did We See You: A Matthew 
25 Lenten Experience. Contact Rev. Katelyn Nutter 
Dowling with questions. 

Membership Directory
For an updated Membership Directory, contact  
Jamie Adamczyk at jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org.
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COVID-19 Policy
Though the infection rate has decreased significantly, 
COVID-19 and the Omicron variant remain in our 
greater community. N-95 masks are the standard 
to best protect the individual wearing the mask and 
those who are near that individual. N-95 and KN-95 
masks are provided to members and guests.

We continuing to require mask wearing while 
entering/exiting the building and for fellowship 
gatherings. While in the pews (both sanctuary and 
chapel), members may choose to remove their masks 
during worship. 

The COVID Task Force will continue monitoring and 
guiding Westminster’s protocol. Thank you for caring 
so deeply for one another.  

COVID-19 Task Force: Steve Edge, Ray Herman, 
Lucinda Hohn, Todd Leach, Garrett Martin, Katelyn 
Nutter Dowling, Joan Rice Shosho, and Mimi 
Steadman

Generosity
All Things New is off to a strong start, but still short 
of the $700,000 goal. If you have not yet pledged, 
we encourage you to submit your pledge card by 
Easter Sunday (April 17). Your pledge allows us to 
plan for the financial stability of our church. Please 
send in a pledge card or submit online via our 
secure website, wpcbuffalo.org/atn. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

Carol Greetham, Co-Chair of Generosity, 
reminds us:

“If you haven’t made a pledge yet, you will 
receive a letter from the Generosity Committee 
providing you with the opportunity to make 
an impact. Our church remains vibrant as a 
result of those who volunteer and pledge.

Sunday, March 20
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Case Library Series
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:30 AM Schola Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
10:40 AM Sunday School
2:00 PM Meet & Mingle (Zoom)

Monday, March 21
3:00 PM ENERGY Program

Tuesday, March 22 
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
5:30 PM Budget & Finance 

Wednesday, March 23
7:15 AM AA Meeting
8:00 AM WEDI Board Meeting
9:30 AM Worship Planning
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
6:00 PM Session Meeting
8:00 PM AA Meeting

Thursday, March 24
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
6:00 PM Handbells
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal
7:30 PM WNYCO Rehearsal

Friday, March 25
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
7:30 PM WNYCO Opera

Saturday, March 26
8:00 AM Confirmation Retreat

Sunday, March 27
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Case Library Series
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
10:40 AM Sunday School

This Week

For more information on making a gift to Westminster, please contact Sawrie Becker, 
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org or 716.884.9437 x315.
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724 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14209

716.884.9437

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
Senior Pastor

tleach@wpcbuffalo.org, x313

Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education

katelynnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x311

Rev. Beth Hennessy
Pastoral Care Associate

bhennessy@wpcbuffalo.org, 716-697-0919

Garrett F. Martin
Organist and Director of Music Ministries

gmartin@wpcbuffalo.org, x318

Jamie Adamczyk
Administrative Assistant

jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org, x300

Sawrie Becker
Director of Development

sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org, x315

Robert Glenn
Interim Director of Finance

rglenn@wpcbuffalo.org, x305

Matthew Marco
Director of Media

mmarco@wpcbuffalo.org, x306

Lindsay McGuire
Human Resources

lmcguire@wpcbuffalo.org, x359

Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling
Director of Youth Ministries

micahnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x310

Westminster Early Childhood Programs

Dr. Cindy Lynn-Garbe
Director

clynn-garbe@wecpbuffalo.org, x328

Todd Bothwell
Associate Director of Admissions
tbothwell@wecpbuffalo.org, x330

Jessica Mitrovits
Development Associate

jmitrovits@wecpbuffalo.org, x332

 
Facilities

Aaron Vivian
Facilities Supervisor

avivian@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.504.7308

Jeff Kaczmarek
Facilities

jkaczmarek@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.345.8013

Austin Becker
Facilities

716.479.0668
 

Lulzim Sylejmnani
Facilities

716.472.5477

Instagram
@westminsterbflo

YouTube
wpcbuffalo.org/live

Homepage
wpcbuffalo.org

Facebook
@westminsterbflo

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License, with license A-72296. 

All rights reserved.


