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Opening VOluntary

Improvisation on an Irish Folk Tune Bob Krogstad (1951-2015)

WelcOme and annOuncements Rev. Dr. Leach

chiming Of the trinity

intrOit

Clap Your Hands Nancy M. Roberts 

Clap your hands, ye people, clap your hands!
Shout to God with loud songs of joy! Hallelujah!

call tO WOrship 
The people stand.

The Lord is robed in majesty and strength. 
The Lord has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved.
The Lord is robed in majesty and strength.

Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; 
You are from everlasting to everlasting.
The Lord is robed in majesty and strength.

Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,
Mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.
The Lord is robed in majesty and strength.

Your testimonies are sure, and holiness befits your house, 
O Lord, forever and forever more.
The Lord is robed in majesty and strength.

hymn in prOcessiOn

The people remain standing to sing.

No. 144: Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! Hyfrydol

call tO cOnfessiOn Rev. Nutter Dowling

prayer Of cOnfessiOn 
Merciful God, day by day we have failed to believe in your presence and your promised 
forgiveness. We have not trusted in your power to give the riches we cannot see. We have 
not honored our sisters and brothers as heirs of your desired peace. We have not forgiven 
others or ourselves. Give us the wisdom and faith to be your body on earth, that we may 
rejoice in the presence of your saving bounty, to the glory of your ascended Son. 

The people keep silence.

May 29, 2022
Worship at 10:30 AM

Ascension (Transferred)



2

Kyrie Westminster Buffalo Service, Howard Helvey (b. 1968)

The people sing. 

assurance Of pardOn 
Believe the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

respOnse 
The people stand to sing.

passing Of the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

time With children

At this time, children 3 years and older may leave for Sunday School with their teachers. 
Please have them take their belongings with them.

prayer fOr illuminatiOn 
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psalm

Psalm 47 T. Tertius Noble (1867-1953) 
1Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a cry of joy. 2For the Lord Most High is to 
be feared; he is the great King over all the earth. 3He subdues the peoples under us, and the 
nations under our feet. 4He chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
5God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the ram’s-horn. 6Sing praises to 
God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. 7For God is King of all the earth; sing 
praises with all your skill. 8God reigns over the nations; God sits upon his holy throne. 9The 
nobles of the peoples have gathered together with the people of the God of Abraham. 10The 
rulers of the earth belong to God, and he is highly exalted.  

gOspel acclamatiOn 
The people stand to sing.

gOspel lessOn 
The people remain standing.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 24:44-53
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day 
47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon 
you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power 
from on high.” 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and they were continu-
ally in the temple blessing God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

gOspel acclamatiOn
The people remain standing.

sermOn

A Significant Pause
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hymn

The people stand to sing.

If Thoughts and Prayers Could Only Heal Emma’s Call

inVitatiOn tO the Offering 

OffertOry

Christ Sends the Spirit Richard Proulx (1937-2010) 

The Christ is throned as lord of all the worlds, the name above all names, 
At God’s right hand, his praise the pulse that shakes the universe...

He led his brethren to the mountaintop and, blessing them with lifted, nail-scarred hands, 
Commanded them to wait his promised gift... 

“Go out to all the world and tell my news; you are my witnesses, 
For you have seen my heralds, for Yahweh will breathe on you!”... 

Above, around the hurricane unleashed bore down on the roof, 
A storm of sound, vast beating wings that rocked the house...

A wind that swelled and burst in trumpet call, a vocal flame that flowered on the air, 
And hung in garlands over every head...

The gale of God, the singing fire of life. 

presentatiOn Of the gifts lasst uns ErfrEuEn

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer Of dedicatiOn 
Gracious and giving God, you are the One who first has give to us all that we need for life. 
Guide us to use what we now gather for the well-being of your church, for those in need of 
shelter and food, for all who suffer for want of your Word, and for nurturing faith in your 
people. In the name of Christ Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

prayers Of the peOple

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

sending hymn

The people stand to sing.

No. 143: All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name! diadEm

BenedictiOn and chOral respOnse

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Gates  Andreas Hammerschmidt (1612-1675) 

Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be lifted up, eternal doors, that the King of Glory may enter.  
Who is that marvelous King of Glory? He is the Lord, strong and mighty in battle.  
Hosanna in the highest; hosanna to the Son of David.  

Following worship, you are invited to remain in the Sanctuary for an informal discussion 
with Rev. Dr. Leach and Rev. Nutter Dowling about mass shootings in our country.
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Masks are required at all times on Westminster’s campus—including during worship. 

Westminster is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation and a progressive place of lifelong learning. Ev-
eryone is welcome to our campus to worship, rejoice in music, question, reflect, serve, and grow, regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, citizenship status, or religious affiliation.

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome 
Card (found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member, or visit our website, wpcbuffalo.org.

As a More Light church, we invite all members of the LGBTQIA+ community to membership and full partic-
ipation in all ministries. As an Earth Care Congregation, we defend and heal creation through worship and 
education.

Wiggle Worship Bags for youth are available at the doors. Please return after worship.

If you need assistance at any time, please ask a deacon or staff member.

Welcome to Westminster!

Generosity
Gifts to All Things New support the church’s annual 
operating expenses and programs and are vital 
to maintain and grow the changing needs of our 
members and the diverse community we serve. If 
you have not yet pledged, please make a financial 
commitment to Westminster as a sign of devotion to 
the ministry and mission of our church. Please send 
in a pledge card or submit online via our secure 
website, wpcbuffalo.org/atn. Thank you for your 
generosity! 

Have you ever “paid it forward”? Bought coffee or 
paid the toll for the next person in line? A bequest 
is a simple way to pay it forward for the next gener-
ation and take care of them in lasting ways. Please 
consider including Westminster your estate planning 
and becoming a member of The 1854 Legacy Circle. 

For more information on making a gift to Westminster, 
please contact Sawrie Becker, 

sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org or 716.884.9437 x315.

WOrship leaders

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach, Senior Pastor
Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling, Associate Pastor of Christian Education
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries 
The Westminster Choir

deacOns serVing tOday

Wisdom Afealete, Sherrie Bernat, Betsy Biggar, Stephen Johnson, 
John Mahoney, Janet Mascio, Jenny Wood,

chancel flOWers

The flowers at the Lord’s Table are given by Monica and Stephen Baldwin, in gratitude for the 
lovely music we hear throughout the year.

If you would like to purchase Sunday flowers in honor/memory of family or friends, 
please contact Sue Adams, hugwalker1@gmail.com.

WEDI at Westminster - June 5
June 5, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Join us for a celebration of the Westminster Eco-
nomic Development Initiative (WEDI) and its many 
programs. Before worship, take a tour of the af-
ter-school ENERGY classroom (basement level). at 
10:30 AM, Executive Director, Carolyn Welch, will  

offer a brief message during worship. Following, en-
joy treats from the West Side Bazaar and speak with 
some of the vendors. Along with some of ENERGY 
students, Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling will host a mu-
sic circle outside open to all (weather pending). 
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Upcoming Events
Memorial Day Interdenominational Service

May 30, 10 AM at St. John’s-Grace (51 Colonial Cir.)
For fifteen years, churches of the West Side have 
gathered to offer hymns, prayers, and meditations 
on courage and sacrifice in remembrance of those 
we have lost.

Holy Spokes Bike Club
June 5, 3 PM in the Parking Lot
Contact: Linda Leach, lindagleach@gmail.com

After a brief meeting in the parking lot, Holy Spokes 
will take a short ride to enjoy Pride festivities. 

Buffalo Master Chorale - Celebrations
June 5, 4 PM in the Sanctuary

The Buffalo Master Chorale presents its final concert 
of the season, featuring works by Beach, Britten, Ho-
gan, and Sarseny. Garrett Martin and Matt Marco are 
featured as keyboardists. Tickets are available at the 
door or by visiting bnchoirs.org. 

Women of Westminster Garden Party 
June 7, 6 PM at the Balbach-Bace Home 
7811 East Quaker Road, Orchard Park 
RSVP: Sawrie Becker, sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

Join us for an evening of garden games, food, and 
fun. Dust off that hat that’s been sitting in your closet 
and enjoy the annual Women of Westminster party!

Case Library Summer Book Study
July 10-24, 9 AM in-person and via Zoom

Case Library will read Jane Goodall’s The Book of 
Hope. The book is Goodall’s answer to the question, 
“In a world that seems so troubled, how do we hold 
on to hope?” The cost of the book is $28. A few cop-
ies are in stock at Talking Leaves; additional books 
will arrive soon.

BFNC Solstice Celebration
June 16, 5:30-8:30 PM at Marcy Casino

BFNC’s celebration will feature food, entertainment, 
a raffle, and Community Service Award ceremonies. 
Purchase tickets, $75, at BFNC.org.

Sunday, May 29
9:30 AM Schola Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Meet & Mingle

Monday, May 30
WPC & WECP Closed 

Tuesday, May 31
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
7:30 PM Buffalo Master Chorale
 

Wednesday, June 1 
7:15 AM AA Meeting
9:30 AM Worship Planning
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
3:30 PM WECP Chicken Dinner
8:00 PM AA Meeting

Thursday, June 2
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Friday, June 3
10:00 AM Harwood Interment
11:00 AM Harwood Memorial
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
5:00 PM Noack/Sullivan Reh.

Saturday, June 4
1:00 PM Choir Rehearsal
2:00 PM Noack/Sullivan Wed.

Sunday, June 5
8:15 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:00 AM First Sundays 
10:30 AM Worship 
10:40 AM Sunday School
11:30 AM Meet & Mingle
12:00 PM Young Adult Brunch
1:30 PM Chan Piano Recital
3:00 PM Holy Spokes
4:00 PM Buffalo Master Chorale

This Week

Preserve the Pinnacle Update
This week, Swiatek Studios removed a leaded-glass 
window from the steeple for repairs at their shops. 
Representatives from Swiatek also met with church 
staff to begin preparatory work for a complete paint-
ing of the chapel, and repairs to the Sanctuary finish-
es. These projects will begin in mid-July. 

Protective window coverings will be removed next 
week from the easternmost four windows and nar-
thex windows. Stained Glass consultants will be on-
site in mid July. Organbuilders continue rewiring the 
Sanctuary organ to meet modern standards. 
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724 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14209

716.884.9437

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
Senior Pastor

tleach@wpcbuffalo.org, x313

Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education

katelynnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x311

Rev. Beth Hennessy
Pastoral Care Associate

bhennessy@wpcbuffalo.org, 716-697-0919

Garrett F. Martin
Organist and Director of Music Ministries

gmartin@wpcbuffalo.org, x318

Jamie Adamczyk
Administrative Assistant

jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org, x300

Sawrie Becker
Director of Development

sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org, x315

Julie Brooks
Director of Finance

rglenn@wpcbuffalo.org, x305

Matthew Marco
Director of Media

mmarco@wpcbuffalo.org, x306

Lindsay McGuire
Human Resources

lmcguire@wpcbuffalo.org, x359

Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling
Director of Youth Ministries

micahnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x310

Westminster Early Childhood Programs

Dr. Cindy Lynn-Garbe
Director

clynn-garbe@wecpbuffalo.org, x328

Todd Bothwell
Associate Director of Admissions
tbothwell@wecpbuffalo.org, x330

Jessica Mitrovits
Development Associate

jmitrovits@wecpbuffalo.org, x332

 
Facilities

Aaron Vivian
Facilities Supervisor

avivian@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.504.7308

Jeff Kaczmarek
Facilities

jkaczmarek@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.345.8013

Austin Becker
Facilities

716.479.0668
 

John Suchy
Facilities

716.359.6561

Lulzim Sylejmnani
Facilities

716.472.5477

Instagram
@westminsterbflo

YouTube
wpcbuffalo.org/live

Homepage
wpcbuffalo.org

Facebook
@westminsterbflo

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License, with license A-72296. 

All rights reserved.


