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Opening VOluntary

It is the tradition of this congregation to keep silence during the Opening Voluntary as we prepare for worship.

Nun komm’ der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599 J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

WelcOme and annOuncements Rev. Dr. Leach

chiming Of the trinity

intrOit

Sleepers, Wake!  J.S. Bach 

“Sleepers, wake, for night is flying,” the watchmen on the heights are crying: “Awake, Jerusa-
lem at last!” Midnight hears the welcome voices, and at the thrilling cry rejoices: “Come forth, 
you maidens, night is past. The bridegroom comes! Awake! Your lamps with gladness take!” 
Alleluia! “Your lamps prepare; go meet him there, that you the wedding feast may share.” 

lighting Of the first adVent candle Molly Ferguson, Catherine Schweitzer, Skip Ferguson 

Faithful God, out of death you bring life. 
Renew us in hope, that we may be alert to the burgeoning of Christ’s advent among us. 
God of promise, God of hope, into our darkness come. Amen.

hymn in prOcessiOn

The people stand to sing.

No. 9: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Veni emmanuel

call tO cOnfessiOn 

prayer Of cOnfessiOn 
As we begin our journey to the light, we confess that our lives have not always been lived in 
ways pleasing to God. Our shame has left us feeling distant from the One who is both Moth-
er and Father to us all, the One in whose hands we are like clay. Yet even now, our longing 
for the One who tears open the heavens and comes down kindles like a fire in our soul. Even 
now as we wait, we dare to hope. Be our hope today.

The people continue in silent confession.

Kyrie Westminster Buffalo Service, Howard Helvey (b. 1968)

The people sing. 
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assurance Of pardOn 
Believe the good news of the gospel: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

respOnse 
The people stand to sing.

passing Of the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

prayer fOr illuminatiOn Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling

psalm 
Psalm 122 Plainchant 

1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 2Now our feet are 
standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 3Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 
4To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, the assembly of Israel, to praise the Name of 
the Lord. 5For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 6Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 7Peace be within your walls and qui-
etness within your towers. 8For my brethren and companions’ sake, I pray for your prosperity. 
9Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek to do you good.” 

gOspel acclamatiOn 
The people stand to sing.

gOspel lessOn 
The people remain standing.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 24:36-44 
36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For 
as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in mar-
riage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the 

field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one 
will be taken, and one will be left. 42Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day 
your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part 
of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
hour you do not expect.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

gOspel acclamatiOn
The people remain standing.

sermOn

hymn

The people stand to sing.

No. 14: Savior of the Nations, Come nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland

inVitatiOn tO the Offering 

OffertOry

Thou Shalt Know Him When He Come  Paul W. Lohman (b. 1959) 

In the stillness is the Word: bearing promise and comfort and hope for which we wait. But 
how long this time of waiting for the One who’s coming soon, for the dawning, the knowing, 
the Light, the Way, the Word? Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by any din of drums, 
not his manners nor his airs, nor by anything he wears. Thou shalt know him when he comes, 
not by his crown or by his gown, but his coming known shall be by the holy harmony which 
his coming makes in thee. But how long this time of waiting for the One who’s coming soon, 
for the dawning, the knowing.  

presentatiOn Of the gifts irby

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.
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prayer Of dedicatiOn 
Holy One, this Advent season we wait in hope and we give in hope. Hope for your coming 
reign; Hope because of your presence with us even now. Receive these generous offerings, 
and use them for your work of healing and hope in our world. Amen.

prayers Of the peOple 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

sending hymn

The people stand to sing.

No. 11: O Lord, How Shall I Meet You Valet will icH dir Geben

BenedictiOn and chOral respOnse

Veni Emmanuel  Plainchant  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.  

O come to lead us Adonai, who to the tribes on height of Sinai,  
In ancient times didst give the Law, in cloud, and majesty and awe.  

Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

clOsing VOluntary

Fantasy on Veni emmanuel  Marilyn Biery (b. 1959)  

Please join us following worship in the Holmes Room for Meet and Mingle.

WOrship leaders

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach, Senior Pastor
Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling, Associate Pastor for Christian Education
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music
The Westminster Choir

deacOns serVing tOday

Bruce Dierenfield, Donald Etulo, Linda Fabian, Cricket Gordon, 
Mark Hall, Carolyn Hoyt Stevens, Jenny Wood,

chancel flOWers

The flowers at the Lord’s Table are given by Ron Sutz, in loving memory of Nancy Stover Sutz.

The flowers at the Pulpit are given by Joan and Don Nenno, in memory of Frederick M. Vietor, 
Betty Vietor, and Frederick M. Veitor, Jr.

If you would like to purchase Sunday flowers in honor/memory of family or friends, contact 
Sue Adams, hugwalker1@gmail.com.
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Christmas at Westminster
Postcards are available in the Gallery Room with a list of concerts and worship 

services for Advent and Christmas. Pick up a few to hare with a friend!

Youth and Young Adult Christmas Pageant
December 11 • 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary and online

Under the direction of Rev. Nutter Dowling and Sarah Williams, Westminster’s 
youth ministries offer a presentation of the Nativity story with a timely message.

The Longest Night
December 21 • 4:44 PM in the Sanctuary and online

At sundown on the longest night of the year, prayers will be offered for those we 
have lost during this difficult year.

Christmas Concert
December 22 • 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary and online

Ring in the season with classical masterworks, congregational carols, and hand-
bell favorites, presented by the Westminster Choirs and orchestra.

Organ Recital
December 23 • 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary and online

Garrett F. Martin offers a program of sacred and secular favorites on the newly 
refurbished Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ.

Christmas Eve Family-led Service
December 24 • 5 PM in the Sanctuary and online

Rev. Leach and Rev. Nutter Dowling will read the Christmas Story as children 
assemble the créche.

Eighty-Sixth Annual Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
December 24 • 10 PM in the Sanctuary and online

The Westminster Choir, Handbell Choir, and Orchestra lead the Festival of Les-
sons and Carols, with biblical readings and music anticipating the birth of Jesus.

Pastor’s Christmas Message
December 25 • Premieres at 9 AM, online only

Rev. Leach offers prayers and well-wishes for the season in an online message.

Christmas Day Worship
December 25 • 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary and online

One service will be offered on Christmas Day, in the Sanctuary and livestreamed.
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Masks are now optional while on campus. 

N95 masks are still encouraged and will be made available at church entrances.

Westminster is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation and a progressive place of lifelong learning. Ev-
eryone is welcome to our campus to worship, rejoice in music, question, reflect, serve, and grow, regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, citizenship status, or religious affiliation.

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome 
Card (found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member, or visit our website, wpcbuffalo.org.

As a More Light church, we invite all members of the LGBTQIA+ community to membership and full partic-
ipation in all ministries. As an Earth Care Congregation, we defend and heal creation through worship and 
education.

Wiggle Worship Bags for youth are available at the doors. Please return after worship.

If you need assistance at any time, please ask a deacon or staff member.

Welcome to Westminster!

Meet & Mingle
The success of this valuable fellowship time depends on the generosity (and creativity) of our members; 
sponsors and hosts are needed throughout the fall. Sign up in the Gallery Room or by contacting Sawrie 
Becker.

Angel Tree 
Choose an Angel from the Tree in the atrium entrance this Sunday and fulfill a wish for children and parents 
from community agencies around WNY.  Cash or check donations by December 4 are also appreciated. Vol-
unteers are needed to assist with Angel sign out; wrapping and sorting of gifts. Sign up in the Gallery Room 
or contact Audrey Manning at 716.310.5395.

Announcements

Generosity
Thank you to all who have pledged to Generosity 2023 “Building a Bigger Table.” We have received 133 
pledges, totaling $409,550 toward the goal of $700,000. If you have not yet pledged, please consider what 
Westminster and its mission in our community means to you. Be part of this historic ministry and return 
your pledge card today! Contact Sawrie Becker for a pledge card or submit online via our secure website, 
wpcbuffalo.org/babt. 

The children of Westminster are pledging too!  
Samantha - “I am giving some of my allowances to Westminster and I going to smile at people even if I have 
never met them.” 

RJ - “I am smiling and talking to people when they say ‘hi’ to me and not ignore them.”

Dorothy - “I can clean up after church.” 

Cameron – “I will smile at people and make them feel welcome.” 

Helena - “I will pray for Westminster every night.” 

Elise - “I am writing cards to people.” 
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Upcoming Events
Advent Spiritual Formation Groups

Tuesdays in December via Zoom
Contact: Katelyn, katelynnd@wpcbuffalo.org

We will host a spiritual bible study that will allow for 
us to connect our stories to one another and to God’s 
bigger story for all of us in the weeks of December. 
We ask that you commit to each of those weeks so 
that we can form a trusted group as we dive deep 
into God’s word for us in the wilderness. Sign-up link 
available in the eNews.

Women of Westminster Christmas Gathering
December 6, 6 PM in the Case Library   
Contact: Marcia Buhl, blueheron3665@gmail.com

Please bring an hors d’oeuvre or dessert to share; 
donations, by cash or check (made out to Westmin-
ster), for Moot Center Seniors are welcomed. For 
more information, contact Marcia Buhl.

Advent Dinner 
December 11, in the Parish Hall, following worship

After a two-year absence, the Advent Dinner is back! 
Enjoy a delicious turkey dinner with stuffing, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, cranberry sauce, etc.; vegetari-
an dinners available with advance request; take-out 
dinners are also available. Cookies, baked lovingly by 
WPC bakers, will be served for dessert. Garrett Mar-
tin will lead us in Christmas carol singing, completing 
this wonderful WPC tradition! Cost is $15 per adult, 
$10 ages 6-10, 5 and under free with a maximum cost 
of $55 per family. Advance reservations are strongly 
encouraged - we want to have plenty to share! Sign-
up in the Gallery Room or online.

Advent Dinner Cookie Exchange
Calling all cookie bakers! Your scrumptious cookies 
are requested to be shared with other WPC members 
at our annual Advent dinner. Please bring 2 dozen of 
your prize cookies to Parish Hall on December 11 pri-
or to worship. We will “mix and mingle” the cookies 
to be shared at the dinner.

Inquirer Class 
December 14, 6 PM in the Case Library 
Contact: Sawrie Becker, sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

Anyone who would like to learn about our communi-
ty and the ministries we support is invited to attend. 
Rev. Leach will lead the class with time for conversa-
tion and an opportunity to ask any questions. Light 
refreshments will be served and childcare is available 
upon request. Sign up in the Gallery Room or con-
tact Sawrie Becker to reserve your spot!

Year With the Bible 2023
Sign up now to take part in our Year With the Bible. 
You’ll read through all 66 books of the Bible, both 
Old and New Testaments. Your One Year Bible makes 
it easy, with each day’s reading taking less than 20 
minutes. Rev. Dr. Skip Ferguson will lead the class, 
with participation from Rev. Dr. Todd Leach and 
Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling. Registration forms are 
available in the Gallery Room and on Sundays in the 
Holmes Room. Classes start in January; sign up now 
and make 2023 your Year With the Bible!

Sunday, November 27
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
10:40 AM Sunday School
11:30 AM  Meet and Mingle

Monday, November 28
12:30 PM WEDI Staff Meeting
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY

Tuesday, November 29
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
5:30 PM Spiritual Formation
6:30 PM Zen Dharma

Wednesday, November 30
9:30 AM Staff Meeting
10:30 AM Worship Planning
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
8:00 PM AA

Thursday, December 1
3:00 PM ENERGY
6:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Friday, December 2
8:00 AM Community Agenda
3:00 PM ENERGY

Sunday, December 4
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:00 AM Case Library
9:00 AM Pageant Rehearsal
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
10:30 AM First Sundays
10:40 AM Sunday School
11:30 AM YAMS Brunch
11:30 AM  Meet and Mingle
11:30 AM Angel Tree Wrapping

This Week
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724 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14209

716.884.9437

Instagram
@westminsterbflo

YouTube
wpcbuffalo.org/live

Homepage
wpcbuffalo.org

Facebook
@westminsterbflo

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License, with license A-72296. 

All rights reserved.
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