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Opening VOluntary

Air Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)

It is the tradition of this congregation to keep silence during the Opening Voluntary as we prepare for worship.

WelcOme and annOuncements Rev. Dr. Leach

Building a Bigger taBle Jeff Renzoni, Courtney Yonce

chiming Of the trinity

intrOit

Entrance Responsory Gerre Hancock

The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.
The Lord preserve thy going out and thy coming in; from this time forth and evermore.
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among the nations: 
Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout the world may persevere 
With steadfast faith in the confession of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
Who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

call tO WOrship 
How I love God’s law! God’s commandments and teachings are always with me. 
How sweet are God’s words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
God’s new covenant is written on our hearts so that we may all know God, 
Young and old, powerful and powerless alike.
How sweet are God’s words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
In the Word we hear the good news of the gospel: 
Salvation is ours through faith in Christ Jesus.
How sweet are God’s words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

hymn in prOcessiOn

The people stand to sing.

No. 461: God is Here! Abbot’s Leigh

call tO cOnfessiOn Rev. Nutter Dowling

prayer Of cOnfessiOn 
Gracious God, we confess that we do not meditate on your commands and teachings all 
day long. We do not keep your word before us always and in all things. Instead, we turn 
away from your demanding truth and wander toward easier options. Forgive us, we pray, for 
pursuing our own desires rather than yours. Forgive us for growing weary in following you; 
for failing to pray and work tirelessly for justice; for losing hope in your power to transform 
the powers of this world. Tune our ears to the sound of your justice. Turn our hearts to your 
commandments and word of grace. Do not remember our sin, but remember your mercy 
forever. We pray in Christ’s name. 

The people continue in silent confession.

October 16, 2022
Worship at 10:30 AM

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
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Kyrie Westminster Buffalo Service, Howard Helvey (b. 1968)

The people sing. 

assurance Of pardOn 
Believe the good news of the gospel: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

respOnse 
The people stand to sing.

passing Of the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

time With children 
Students may come forward during the Passing of the Peace. Pickup your student in the Holmes Room after worship.

prayer fOr illuminatiOn 
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psalm 
Psalm 119:97-104 William Crotch (1775-1847) 

97Oh, how I love your law! all the day long it is in my mind. 98Your commandment has made 
me wiser than my enemies, and it is always with me. 99I have more understanding than all my 
teachers, for your decrees are my study. 100I am wiser than the elders, because I observe your 
commandments. 101I restrain my feet from every evil way, that I may keep your word. 102I do 
not shrink from your judgments, because you yourself have taught me. 103How sweet are your 
words to my taste! they are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 104Through your command-
ments I gain understanding; therefore I hate every lying way. 

gOspel acclamatiOn 
The people stand to sing.

gOspel lessOn 
The people remain standing.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 18:1-8
1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He 
said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 
3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against 
my accuser.’ 4For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of 
God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her 
justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen 
to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to 
him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice 
to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

gOspel acclamatiOn
The people remain standing.

sermOn

Building a Bigger Table

hymn

The people stand to sing.

No. 326: Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart MorecoMbe

inVitatiOn tO the Offering Alice Joseffer
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OffertOry

Judge Eternal  Gerre Hancock 

Judge eternal, throned in splendor, Lord of lords and King of kings, 
With thy living fire of judgment purge this land of bitter things; 
Solace all its wide dominion with the healing of thy wings. 

Still the weary folk are pining for the hour that brings release, 
And the city’s crowded clangor cries aloud for sin to cease; 
And the homesteads and the woodlands plead in silence for their peace. 

Crown, O God, thine own endeavor; cleave our darkness with thy sword; 
Feed all those who do not know thee with the richness of thy word; 
Cleanse the body of this nation through the glory of the Lord. 

presentatiOn Of the gifts LAsst uns erfreuen

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer Of dedicatiOn 
God of generous providing, you have given us so many gifts that enrich our lives. The sacred 
writings that provide instruction, correction, and training; the gift of the church; covenantal 
love and faithfulness; your own dear Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior; the gift of the Spirit, our 
Advocate. We belong to you, and all that we have belongs to you. Use these offerings, we 
pray, in service of the justice you are establishing through your kingdom in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 

prayers Of the peOple Rev. Hennessy

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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OffertOry

Judge Eternal  Gerre Hancock 

Judge eternal, throned in splendor, Lord of lords and King of kings, 
With thy living fire of judgment purge this land of bitter things; 
Solace all its wide dominion with the healing of thy wings. 

Still the weary folk are pining for the hour that brings release, 
And the city’s crowded clangor cries aloud for sin to cease; 
And the homesteads and the woodlands plead in silence for their peace. 

Crown, O God, thine own endeavor; cleave our darkness with thy sword; 
Feed all those who do not know thee with the richness of thy word; 
Cleanse the body of this nation through the glory of the Lord. 

presentatiOn Of the gifts LAsst uns erfreuen

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer Of dedicatiOn 
God of generous providing, you have given us so many gifts that enrich our lives. The sacred 
writings that provide instruction, correction, and training; the gift of the church; covenantal 
love and faithfulness; your own dear Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior; the gift of the Spirit, our 
Advocate. We belong to you, and all that we have belongs to you. Use these offerings, we 
pray, in service of the justice you are establishing through your kingdom in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 

prayers Of the peOple Rev. Hennessy

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

sending hymn

The people stand to sing.

Seek Ye First LAfferty

BenedictiOn and chOral respOnse

Hide Me Under the Shadow of Thy Wings John E. West (1863-1929)

Hide me under the shadow of thy wings, O Lord, 
And give thine angels charge concerning me:  
That I may lie down in peace and take my rest, 
For it is thou, Lord, only, that makest me to dwell in safety. 

clOsing VOluntary

A Laredo Fanfare Gerre Hancock 

Please join us following worship in the Holmes Room for Meet and Mingle.
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Masks are now optional while on campus. 

N95 masks are still encouraged and will be made available at church entrances.

Westminster is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation and a progressive place of lifelong learning. Ev-
eryone is welcome to our campus to worship, rejoice in music, question, reflect, serve, and grow, regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, citizenship status, or religious affiliation.

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome 
Card (found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member, or visit our website, wpcbuffalo.org.

As a More Light church, we invite all members of the LGBTQIA+ community to membership and full partic-
ipation in all ministries. As an Earth Care Congregation, we defend and heal creation through worship and 
education.

Wiggle Worship Bags for youth are available at the doors. Please return after worship.

If you need assistance at any time, please ask a deacon or staff member.

Welcome to Westminster!

Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is calling for thoughtful nominations for elder and deacon positions; three-year terms 
will start January 2023. You may self-nominate or nominate others (the nominee must be a church member and 
willing to serve in one of these special leadership roles in the church). Submit nominations to Sherrie Bernat: 
716.536.4906 or bernatsh@buffalostate.edu. 

Volunteers needed for ENERGY! 
The Energy and Fly programs are looking for volunteers to work with English Language Learners in grades 
1-8. Contact Donna Glasgow at dglasgow@wedibuffalo.org with questions.

WECP Charleston Wrap Sale  
Support WECP by ordering holiday supplies and gift items ahead of time. Hard copy catalogs and order 
forms are also available in the Gallery Room 

Congregational Care
A memorial service for Allison Johansson will be held on October 21 at 11 AM in the Sanctuary.
The family and friends of Nancy Wilson who died on October 7.  Services are pending.  

Announcements

WOrship leaders

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach, Senior Pastor
Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling, Associate Pastor for Christian Education
Rev. Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music
The Westminster Choir

deacOns serVing tOday

Wisdom Afealete, Betsy Biggar, Mark Hall, John Mahoney, 
Joan Rice Shosho, Carolyn Hoyt Stevens, Jenny Wood

chancel flOWers

The flowers at the Lord’s Table are given by Doug and Linda Fabian, in loving memory of those 
who have passed in the Fabian and Pardi families.

If you would like to purchase Sunday flowers in honor/memory of family or friends, contact 
Sue Adams, hugwalker1@gmail.com.
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Generosity
Generosity 2023 Kickoff - Today!

October 16 following 10:30 worship
Contact: Sawrie Becker, sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

Kickoff the 2023 Generosity campaign, “Building a 
Bigger Table,” with a potluck in partnership with the 
West Side Bazaar.

Planned Giving
For more information on planned giving, the 
1854 Legacy Circle, or making a gift to West-
minster, please contact Sawrie Becker, 
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org or 716.884.9437 x315.

Upcoming Events
Harmonia Chamber Singers - Today!

October 16, 4 PM in the Sanctuary
Harmonia Chamber Singers opens its 17th season 
with Choral Flourishes, a concert of fanfare, odes, 
and madrigals. Conducted by Robert Duerr, Harmo-
nia celebrates the 150th anniversary of the birth of 
Ralph Vaughan Williams with “A Choral Flourish” 
and “Silence and Music.” Garrett Martin performs on 
Westminster’s newly refurbished organ.

Bible 101 – An Introduction to the Bible
Through October 30, 9:15 in Parish Hall and Zoom

All are welcome as we look at the stories and history 
of God’s Written Word. This 4-part class, led by Rev. 
Dr. Skip Ferguson, will continue through October. 

Holy Spokes Ride
October 20, 10:30 AM at Unity Island
Contact: Linda Leach, lindagleach@gmail.com

Join Holy Spokes for a ride on Buffalo’s waterfront.

Case Library Conversations
October 23, 9 AM in the Library and via Zoom

Josal (Josie) Diebold, (PhD Candidate, UB School of 
Social Work) presents: “Critical Race Theory: Right 
Wing Attacks and Fighting for Racial Justice.” She 
will discuss what critical race theory is, including its 
origins and usefulness as a framework for under-
standing race and racism. 

October 30, 9 AM in the Library and via Zoom
Case Library welcomes back perennial favorite Bob 
McCarthy (The Buffalo News) for his keen analysis of 
the key races in WNY and NY State ahead of Election 
Day, November 4.

Holy SPOOKS Ride
October 29, 1:30 PM, meet in the parking lot
Contact: Linda Leach, lindagleach@gmail.com

Holy Spokes will meet in the parking lot before tak-
ing a reverse trick or treat ride downtown to deliver 
treat bags to WPC seniors and young families.

Sunday, October 16
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:00 AM Case Library Series
9:15 AM Intro to the Bible 
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM  Meet and Mingle
11:30 AM Bagles and Bibles
4:00 PM Harmonia Concert

Monday, October 17
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
4:00 PM Membership Comm.

Tuesday, October 18
10:00 AM Garden Group
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
5:30 PM Budget and Finance
6:30 PM Zen Dharma

Wednesday, October 19
9:30 AM Staff Meeting
10:30 AM Worship Planning
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
8:00 PM AA

Thursday, October 20
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
6:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Friday, October 21
11:00 AM Johansson Memorial
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY

Sunday, October 23
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:00 AM Case Library Series
9:15 AM Intro to the Bible 
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM  Meet and Mingle
11:30 AM Inquirer Class

This Week
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724 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14209

716.884.9437

Instagram
@westminsterbflo

YouTube
wpcbuffalo.org/live

Homepage
wpcbuffalo.org

Facebook
@westminsterbflo

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License, with license A-72296. 

All rights reserved.
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