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You are familiar with the phrase, “Christmas in July.”  Our text today is more of an 

“Advent in August,” a time to be reminded we are a people in waiting.  Through 

Advent we expectantly await the coming of the Christ child, and such practice 

prepares us for the expectancy of God’s kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.  

Yet, even in August, Advent is never a time of idle waiting, but a time of active 

preparation.   

 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, Allow us your wisdom.  By the power of your Holy Spirit open the 

scriptures to us today, that in the Word read and proclaimed we might know your 

truth, through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Our text opens with the words, “Do not be afraid.”  The very same words the angel 

spoke to the shepherds when the angel abruptly interrupted their day.  More often 

than not, these words are spoken to calm one’s fear as opposed to prevent one’s 

fear.  The hearer of these words are typically already afraid - perhaps of the 

monster under the bed, or of a turning point in one’s life – this phrase is spoken to 

talk the hearer out of being afraid.  As Audrey West points out in her commentary, 

this twelfth chapter of Luke is riddled full of reminders to neither worry nor be 

afraid.  From this we can be assured that Luke’s early readers must have feared 

many things because they were continuously being told, “Be not be afraid.” 

 

In this one chapter alone, we learn that the crowds who followed Jesus feared for 

their lives, feared being killed for not flowing with the status quo.  They are told, 

“Fear not those who can take life, embrace the One who gives life” – the One who 

is concerned even with the hairs on your head as the text says. Fear not.  They 

feared they would not have the right words to say when their faith was questioned.  
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Again, “Fear not, the Holy Spirit will give the words.”  Some feared an uncertain 

future so those who were able built bigger barns to store their grain, to hoard it all 

for themselves.  Fear not, these are not things eternal, free yourself of such worry 

through sharing what you have.  Fear about food and clothing, fear about having 

the right food and the right clothing, fear about not acquiring a perceived success.  

Fear not, perceive success differently, striving for the kingdom.  Fear and worry 

and anxiety lead not to life.  Strive for the life-giving kingdom.  Do not be afraid.  

All packed into one chapter. 

 

Because “fear not” is repeated so often it is clear that in the early church this 

notion was easier said than done.  We know this to be true because it remains true.  

It is much easier to say, “Do not fear” than it is to not fear.  It is easier to not talk 

about fear, but fear creeps in.  In the quietness of the bedroom the child fears the 

monster beneath the bed.  It remains true for adults that fear grows out of 

quietness.  Solar flares and asteroids approaching earth.  The melting of the earth 

with all the extreme weather cause through climate change.  Fear not.  The 

relentless horrors in Ukraine and Gaza, potential horrors in Taiwan.  Human 

injustices that know no border.  Do not be afraid.  Threats of a glooming recession, 

a continued ever-changing virus and a resurgence of prior illnesses once believed 

to be eradicated.  Fear not.  Political divides leading to personal divides.  Fears for 

our children, grandchildren - for our parents and grandparents.  Different 

circumstances, similar circumstances, and the very same fear felt amongst those 

early Christians so many years ago. 

 

Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is God’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  

Fear not, it is God’s good pleasure to give.   
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A friend of mine began a ministry named Open Hand Ministries which focused on 

eradicating poverty one family at a time through building community while 

focusing on economic education and homeownership.  Part of the goal was to 

connect those with socioeconomic means with those who have socioeconomic 

need so that those with means could share not their finances, but their informal 

networks and life experiences related to finances and home ownership.  Open Hand 

was the name because for the ministry to succeed, both client and volunteer had to 

figuratively open their hands to one another.  It is only with open hands that one 

can give freely, and only with open hands that one can receive freely.  Volunteers 

and clients alike became both giver and receiver.  Volunteers received as much as 

they gave, clients gave as much as they received.   

 

“It is God’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Sell your possessions and 

give alms.” Fear returns alongside the phrase, “Sell your possessions.” Why must 

one sell possessions and give alms in order to receive the kingdom?  One must 

have open hands to receive, and open hands are also the posture of the giver.  To 

be clear, one does not receive the kingdom as a reward for giving – it is God’s 

good pleasure to give.  It is just that one cannot receive unless one stops clinching 

hold of possessions.  Give alms that you may take on the posture to receive.  Let 

loose of all things to which you cling, that you may then receive.  In the same let 

loose of your fears, anxieties and concerns, that you may be prepared to receive the 

kingdom.  Fears, anxieties, and concerns remain by your side, we are just not to 

cling to them.  Free our hands to receive the kingdom.  And here in this text ‘the 

kingdom’ does not simply mean eternal life with the heavenly hosts in a 

continuous refrain of alleluia.  It means this kingdomly heaven is breaking in to the 

here and now.  That God delights in giving the kingdom on this side of history, and 

that Jesus begins the breaking of the kingdom into the world.  Already inaugurated 
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into the world we are to open our hands that we may receive the kingdom among 

us, that we may witness the kingdom building of our creator God. 

 

We reside in this time of the now and the not yet – the kingdom established yet not 

fully complete.  A time when both fears and the kingdom are present as we prepare 

ourselves to receive those portions of the kingdom breaking in through acts of 

love, and kindness, and justice.  Jesus inaugurated the kingdom come:  With open 

hands, our giving inaugurates our receiving of the kingdom.  Our giving imitates 

the One who longs to give the kingdom, making space to receive. 

 

You may be familiar with the story of St. Francis.  Some would argue he had an 

easy life growing up in a wealthy family.  Francis longed for more than wealth: He 

desired fame and glory.  So he prepared to be a knight and was determined to earn 

his glory through battle.  His father had the finest armor made for Francis and 

while riding toward his first battle he heard God calling him to the church.  Though 

protected by the finest armor and training, he decided to turn around – to retreat to 

the church, which caused him and his family great humiliation.  He then heard God 

calling him to restore the church.  So Francis ‘borrowed’ some of his father’s 

belongings, sold them  and coordinated his own capital projects, literally rebuilding 

a church sanctuary.  His father more less sued Francis, and the bishop made him 

restore the money to his father.  As the story goes, Francis stood in front of the 

entire community, bishop and father included, and said “Up to this time I have 

served my father, but now I am the servant of God. Not only the money but 

everything that can be called his I will restore to my father, even the very clothes 

he has given me.” There was a calmness to Francis as he removed his clothes down 

to his undergarments, piled them in a heap on the floor, tossed the money on top of 

them, and went out into the world to restore the Church with neither brick nor 
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mortar.  G. K. Chesterton describes the moment: “He went out half-naked into the 

winter woods, walking the frozen ground between the frosty trees; a man without a 

father. He was penniless, he was parentless, he was to all appearances without a 

trade or a plan or a hope in the world; and as he went under the frosty trees, he 

burst suddenly into song.”  He had given all that he had and, with open hands, 

received the joy of the kingdom among us.  

Professor Roger Owens explains, “Francis gave up his possessions. He gave away 

his money. But he lost more than that. He lost his life. He lost the false image of 

himself as a nobleman’s son—the life symbolized by his last name and his clothes. 

He lost that life. But he gained life, too—true life. A life of freedom, a life in God. 

A life that could be freely shared— which he spent the rest of his life doing. A life 

of joy.” A life with open hands, giving and receiving. 

Francis gave away all that he had and he then received the blessed joy of the 

kingdom, which is God’s good pleasure to give.  In giving, one receives and this is 

true for our creator God as well.  In giving the kingdom, God receives joy as the 

kingdom is embraced by God’s children.  In this Advent in August, let us prepare 

ourselves to receive God’s kingdom as we open our hands to give to the world 

what we have.    

In the name of our Creator, our Redeemer and our Sustainer.  Amen.   


