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Welcome and announcements Rev. Dr. Leach

chiming of the trinity

organ dedication and call to Worship

Sing to the Lord a new song; Sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
Sing to the Lord and bless God’s Name; Proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
Lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing!

Siblings in Christ, we have come together in this church, set apart for the worship of the al-
mighty God and for the building up of the body of Christ. We now also set apart this pipe 
organ for the worship, honor, praise, and glory of God and for the edification of God’s holy 
people.  

We, the members of Westminster Presbyterian Church, dedicate this organ to the service of 
the one true God: Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit. Let its sounds now be heard!

opening Voluntary

Grand Chœur   Théodore Dubois (1837-1924) 

hymn in procession

The people stand to sing.

No. 478: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven Lauda anima

call to confession Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling

prayer of confession 
Creator of the universe, we imagine that we are in familiar territory, that we know what to 
expect of this hour, that we will leave much the way that we came. Do not abandon us to our 
foolishness. In judgment, illumine our darkness. In mercy, bear us home—until we recognize 
your presence wherever evil is confronted, truth is spoken, and life is restored.

The people continue in silent confession.

Kyrie Westminster Buffalo Service, Howard Helvey (b. 1968)

The people sing. 
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assurance of pardon 
Believe the good news of the gospel: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

response 
The people stand to sing.

passing of the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

Blessing of the BacKpacKs Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling

During the Passing of the Peace, students are invited to come forward with their backpacks. After the blessing, 
they are invited to participate in Sunday School. Please pick students up in the Holmes Room after worship.

prayer for illumination 

psalm 
Psalm 23 Bobby McFerrin (b. 1950)

The Lord is my Shepard, I have all I need; she makes me lie down in green meadows, beside 
the still waters, she will lead. She restores my soul; she rights my wrongs; she leads me in a 
path of good things and fills my heart with songs. Even though I walk through a dark and 
dreary land, there is nothing that can shake me; she has said she won’t forsake me, I’m in her 
hand. She sets a table before me in the presence of my foes, she anoints my head with oil and 
my cup overflows. Surely goodness and kindness will follow me all the days of my life; I will live 
in her house forever and ever. Glory be to our Mother, and Daughter, and to the Holy of Holies; 
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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gospel acclamation 
The people stand to sing.

gospel lesson 
The people remain standing.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 15:1-10
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until 
he finds it? 5And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he 
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, 
for I have found my lost sheep.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8“Or 
what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the 
house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, she calls together her 
friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just 
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

gospel acclamation
The people remain standing.

sermon

Engaging Community: Sought After

hymn

The people stand to sing.

No. 280: Amazing Grace new Britain

inVitation to the offering Rev. Hennessy
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offertory

The Lord Is My Shepherd Mack Wilberg (b. 1955)  

The Lord is my Shepherd; no want shall I know. 
I feed in green pastures; safefolded I rest.  
He leadeth my soul where the still waters flow, 
Restores me when wandering, redeems when oppressed.  

Through the valley and shadow of death though I stray, 
Since thou art my Guardian, no evil I fear,  
Thy rod shall defend me, thy staff be my stay. 
No harm can befall with my Comforter near.  

In the midst of affliction my table is spread; 
With blessings unmeasured my cup runneth over.  
With perfume and oil thou annointest my head; 
Oh, what shall I ask of thy providence more? 

presentation of the gifts Lasst uns erfreuen

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer of dedication 
Holy One, receive these offerings as you receive our lives. Gather our false starts and un-
certain efforts, our generosity and our reluctance. Enliven us with your breath and make 
your purposes known that our lives might show forth your glory. For we pray in the name of 
Jesus and by the power of your spirit. Amen.

prayers of the people 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Through the valley and shadow of death though I stray, 
Since thou art my Guardian, no evil I fear,  
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In the midst of affliction my table is spread; 
With blessings unmeasured my cup runneth over.  
With perfume and oil thou annointest my head; 
Oh, what shall I ask of thy providence more? 

presentation of the gifts Lasst uns erfreuen

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer of dedication 
Holy One, receive these offerings as you receive our lives. Gather our false starts and un-
certain efforts, our generosity and our reluctance. Enliven us with your breath and make 
your purposes known that our lives might show forth your glory. For we pray in the name of 
Jesus and by the power of your spirit. Amen.

prayers of the people 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
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sending hymn

The people stand to sing.

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing nettLeton

Benediction and choral response

The Lord Bless You and Keep You Peter C. Lutkin (1858-1931)

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord lift his countenance upon you; and give you peace.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. Amen.

closing Voluntary

Symphonie IV: Finale Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)

Following worship, all are invited for fellowship on the South Lawn, sponsored by the Deacons.
In case of inclement weather, please gather in the Holmes and Oak Rooms.
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Masks are now optional while on campus. 

N95 masks are still encouraged and will be made available at church entrances.

Westminster is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation and a progressive place of lifelong learning. Ev-
eryone is welcome to our campus to worship, rejoice in music, question, reflect, serve, and grow, regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, citizenship status, or religious affiliation.

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome 
Card (found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member, or visit our website, wpcbuffalo.org.

As a More Light church, we invite all members of the LGBTQIA+ community to membership and full partic-
ipation in all ministries. As an Earth Care Congregation, we defend and heal creation through worship and 
education.

Wiggle Worship Bags for youth are available at the doors. Please return after worship.

If you need assistance at any time, please ask a deacon or staff member.

Welcome to Westminster!

Westminster is pleased to host Rev. Hunter Farrell and 
Rev. Balajiedlang (Bala) Khyllep from the World Mis-
sion Initiative at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. As 
authors of the book, Freeing Congregational Mission, 
Hunter and Bala will help focus and guide Westmin-
ster’s emerging mission partnerships. 

October 1, 9 AM - 2:30 PM at Westminster

Registration (free) will be available beginning next 
week at wpcbuffalo.org/missionevent

October 1 Mission Conference

Worship leaders

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach, Senior Pastor
Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling, Associate Pastor for Christian Education
Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling, Director of Community Engagement and Youth Ministries
Rev. Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music
Richard W. Herr, Organist and Director of Music Emeritus
The Westminster Choir

deacons serVing today

Sherrie Bernat, Linda Fabian, Carol Greetham, Tom Greetham, John Mahoney, Ethel Ward

chancel floWers

These flowers are dedicated to the glory of God and the inspirational memory of Jesse 
Ketchum, the human cornerstone of this congregation. 175 years ago, he planted our deep 
roots of love, faith, and service. Leading by example, he lived his faith every day in word and 
deed through humility, generosity, kindness, and respect for all.

If you would like to purchase Sunday flowers in honor/memory of family or friends, please 
contact Sue Adams, hugwalker1@gmail.com.

Next week, artisans from Swiatek Studios will begin a 
project to completely paint the Holmes Chapel. Please 
“mind our dust” as furniture is stored in the Holmes 
Room and hallways outside of the Sanctuary. Anticipat-
ed completion for this work is Sunday, October 9.

Last week, cracked stones were replaced in the Memo-
rial Garden. The stones have yet to be leveled and are 
resting significantly higher than those around them. 
Please use caution until the project is complete.

Construction Update
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Generosity
Gifts to All Things New support the church’s annual 
operating expenses and programs and are vital to 
maintain and grow the changing needs of our mem-
bers and the diverse community we serve. If you 
have not yet pledged, please make a financial com-
mitment to Westminster as a sign of devotion to the 
ministry and mission of our church. Please send in a 
pledge card or submit online via our website, 
wpcbuffalo.org/atn. Thank you for your generosity! 

Generous living is about approaching each day with 
an open heart, an open mind, and an open hand. 
What generous living choices can you make today 
that will make a difference in the future? Consid-
er a planned gift to Westminster to make a last-
ing difference. For more information on planned 
giving, the 1854 Legacy Circle, or making a gift 
to Westminster, please contact Sawrie Becker, 
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org or 716.884.9437 x315.

Upcoming Events
Hike at Reinstein Woods

September 17, 10 AM at Reinstein Woods
Contact: Sawrie Becker, sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

Janet Kowalski, past chair of the Adirondack Club, 
Niagara Frontier Chapter, leads a hike through Rein-
stein Woods. Meet at the pavilion next to the educa-
tion center adjacent to the parking lot. Wear sturdy 
shoes, dress for the weather, and bring a snack/wa-
ter. Sign up in the Gallery Room.

Case Library Conversations - David Galston
September 18, 9 AM in the Library and Via Zoom

David Galston, Executive Director of the Westar In-
stitute, presents “How to Read the Bible Effective-
ly: Finding Common Ground Between Tradition and 
Scholarship.” Galston’s visit is co-sponsored by Trin-
ity Church and Unitarian Universalist Church. Zoom 
link may be found in the weekly eNews. 

Inquirer Class
September 18, 11:30 AM in the Case Library
Contact: Sawrie Becker, sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

Rev. Leach will lead an opportunity to learn more 
about Westminster and its ministries. Light refresh-
ments will be served and childcare is available upon 
request. Sign up in the Gallery Room or contact Saw-
rie Becker to reserve your spot.

Case Library Conversations
September 25, 9 AM in the Library and Via Zoom
Contact: David Weeks, dweeks.buffalo@gmail.com

Do you have a book that you love and want to tell 
others about? Case Library Conversations will dis-
cuss our favorite books. Contact David Weeks with 
questions, or if you’d like to speak.

Choral Evensong and Blessing of the Animals
September 25, 4 PM in the Sanctuary

All creatures welcome—furry or scaly! Before the 
service, enjoy a prelude organ recital at 3:30 PM.

Sunday, September 4
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Deacon Meeting
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Meet and Mingle

Monday, September 12
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY

Tuesday, September 13
10:00 AM Garden Group
3:00 PM ENERGY
7:00 PM WECP Parent Board

Wednesday, September 14
9:30 AM Staff Meeting
10:30 AM Worship Planning
3:00 PM ENERGY
8:00 PM AA

Thursday, September 15
3:00 PM  ENERGY
6:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Friday, September 16
3:00 PM ENERGY
5:00 PM Weissinger/Hamel Reh.
7:30 PM Choir Retreat

Saturday, September 17
10:00 AM MeetUp
12:00 PM Choir Retreat
4:00 PM Weissinger/Hamel

Sunday, September 18
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:00 AM David Galston 
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM  Meet and Mingle
11:30 AM YAMS Brunch
11:30 AM Inquirer Class

This Week
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724 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14209

716.884.9437

Instagram
@westminsterbflo

YouTube
wpcbuffalo.org/live

Homepage
wpcbuffalo.org

Facebook
@westminsterbflo

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License, with license A-72296. 

All rights reserved.

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
Senior Pastor

tleach@wpcbuffalo.org, x313

Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education

katelynnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x311

Rev. Beth Hennessy
Pastoral Care Associate

bhennessy@wpcbuffalo.org, 716-697-0919

Garrett F. Martin
Organist and Director of Music Ministries

gmartin@wpcbuffalo.org, x318

Jamie Adamczyk
Administrative Assistant
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Sawrie Becker
Director of Development
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Director of Finance
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Matthew Marco
Director of Media
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Lindsay McGuire
Human Resources
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Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling
Director of Youth Ministries

Director of Community Engagement
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Westminster Early Childhood Programs

Dr. Cindy Lynn-Garbe
Director
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Todd Bothwell
Associate Director of Admissions
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Facilities

Aaron Vivian
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Jeff Kaczmarek
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