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Opening VOluntary

Pavane Robert Elmore (1913-1985)

It is the tradition of this congregation to keep silence during the Opening Voluntary as we prepare for worship.

WelcOme and annOuncements Rev. Dr. Leach

chiming Of the trinity

intrOit

Give Almes of Thy Goods  Christopher Tye (1505-1572) 

Give almes of thy goods, and turn never thy face from any poor man, 
And then the face of the Lord shall not be turned away from thee.

call tO WOrship Rev. Nutter Dowling

Praise the lord, O servants of the lord! 
Blessed be the Name of the Lord from this time on and forevermore.
From the rising of the sun to its setting, the Name of the Lord is to be praised.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord from this time on and forevermore.

hymn in prOcessiOn

The people stand to sing. This hymn may be found on the inserted page.

You Servants of God, Your Sovereign Proclaim Hanover

call tO cOnfessiOn 

prayer Of cOnfessiOn 
Creator of the universe, casualty of our sin, breath of life, we come trembling before you for 
we have hoarded and bartered what has never been ours in the hope of securing our future. 
We have yearned for wealth more than we have yearned for you. We have squandered your 
trust and grieved your heart with our betrayal. Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory 
of your name; deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake.

The people continue in silent confession.

Kyrie Westminster Buffalo Service, Howard Helvey (b. 1968)

The people sing. 
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assurance Of pardOn 
Believe the good news of the gospel: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

respOnse 
The people stand to sing.

passing Of the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

time With children Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling

Students are invited to come forward during the Passing of the Peace. Please pick students up in the Holmes 
Room after worship.

prayer fOr illuminatiOn 

psalm 
Psalm 113 John Edward Cantrell (b. 1980)

1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord; praise the Name of the Lord. 2Let the Name 
of the Lord be blessed, from this time forth for evermore. 3From the rising of the sun to its 
going down let the Name of the Lord be praised. 4The Lord is high above all nations, and 
his glory above the heavens. 5Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high but 
stoops to behold the heavens and the earth? 6He takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts 
up the poor from the ashes. 7He sets them with the princes, with the princes of his people. 8He 
makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother of children. 

gOspel acclamatiOn 
The people stand to sing.

gOspel lessOn 
The people remain standing.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 16:1-13 
1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to 
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management because 
you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, 
now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and 
I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, 
people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, 
he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive 
oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, 
‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 
your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because 
he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means 
of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes. 
10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is dishonest in a very 
little is dishonest also in much. 11If, then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, 
who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what belongs 
to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters, for a slave 
will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

gOspel acclamatiOn
The people remain standing.

sermOn

Engaging Community: Charity, With Strings 

hymn

The people stand to sing. This hymn may be found on the inserted page.

If Only I Had Known Leoni

inVitatiOn tO the Offering Rev. Hennessy
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OffertOry

Jesu, the Very Thought of Thee Paul Halley (b. 1952)  

Jesu, the very thought of thee with sweetness fills my breast;  
But sweeter far thy face to see, and in thy presence rest.  

No voice can sing, no heart can frame, nor can the memory find,  
A sweeter sound than Jesus’ name, the saviour of mankind.  

O hope of every contrite heart, O joy of all the meek,  
To those who ask how kind thou art, how good to those who seek.  

But what to those who find? Ah! this nor tongue nor pen can show;  
The love of Jesus, what it is none but his loved ones know.  

Jesu, our only joy be thou, as thou our prize wilt be;  
In thee be all our glory now, and through eternity. Amen. 

presentatiOn Of the gifts Lasst uns erfreuen

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer Of dedicatiOn 
Gracious God, source of our daily bread and sabbath trust, you feed us with your love and 
equip us to share in your purpose. Receive the offerings of our wounded spirits, our guard-
ed purses, our meager strength, and continue to expand our hearts, until we live with the 
boldness and joy of Easter morning; for we pray in the name of your son, Jesus, and by the 
power of your Spirit. Amen.

prayers Of the peOple 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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OffertOry

Jesu, the Very Thought of Thee Paul Halley (b. 1952)  

Jesu, the very thought of thee with sweetness fills my breast;  
But sweeter far thy face to see, and in thy presence rest.  

No voice can sing, no heart can frame, nor can the memory find,  
A sweeter sound than Jesus’ name, the saviour of mankind.  

O hope of every contrite heart, O joy of all the meek,  
To those who ask how kind thou art, how good to those who seek.  

But what to those who find? Ah! this nor tongue nor pen can show;  
The love of Jesus, what it is none but his loved ones know.  

Jesu, our only joy be thou, as thou our prize wilt be;  
In thee be all our glory now, and through eternity. Amen. 

presentatiOn Of the gifts Lasst uns erfreuen

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer Of dedicatiOn 
Gracious God, source of our daily bread and sabbath trust, you feed us with your love and 
equip us to share in your purpose. Receive the offerings of our wounded spirits, our guard-
ed purses, our meager strength, and continue to expand our hearts, until we live with the 
boldness and joy of Easter morning; for we pray in the name of your son, Jesus, and by the 
power of your Spirit. Amen.

prayers Of the peOple 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

sending hymn

The people stand to sing.

No. 391: Take My Life Hendon

BenedictiOn and chOral respOnse

God Be In My Head John Rutter (b. 1945)  

God be in my head and in my understanding.  
God be in mine eyes and in my looking.  
God be in my mouth and in my speaking.  
God be in mine heart and in my thinking.  
God be at my end and in my departing. 

clOsing VOluntary

Fanfare  Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens (1823-1881)

Following worship, all are invited for Meet and Mingle fellowship in the Holmes Room.

WOrship leaders

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach, Senior Pastor
Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling, Associate Pastor for Christian Education
Rev. Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music
The Westminster Choir

deacOns serVing tOday

Whitney Manalio Creighton, Bill Currie, Bruce Dierenfield, 
Mark Hall, Stephen Johnson, Joan Rice Shosho

chancel flOWers

The flowers at the Lord’s Table are given by Leslie Deich in memory of her mother, 
Virginia Deich.

Flowers are needed for October 30 and November 6. If you would like to purchase Sunday 
flowers in honor/memory of family or friends, please contact Sue Adams, hugwalker1@gmail.
com.
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Masks are now optional while on campus. 

N95 masks are still encouraged and will be made available at church entrances.

Westminster is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation and a progressive place of lifelong learning. Ev-
eryone is welcome to our campus to worship, rejoice in music, question, reflect, serve, and grow, regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, citizenship status, or religious affiliation.

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome 
Card (found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member, or visit our website, wpcbuffalo.org.

As a More Light church, we invite all members of the LGBTQIA+ community to membership and full partic-
ipation in all ministries. As an Earth Care Congregation, we defend and heal creation through worship and 
education.

Wiggle Worship Bags for youth are available at the doors. Please return after worship.

If you need assistance at any time, please ask a deacon or staff member.

Welcome to Westminster!

On May 14, the terroristic attack that stole the lives of 
our black neighbors exposed anew the systemic racism 
of our beloved, yet segregated community. In response, 
many churches and faith communities have expressed 
a renewed interest in supporting and partnering with 
East Side churches and nonprofits. Unfortunately, con-
tinued attempts of such partnerships are often tainted 
by unrealized biases, systemic racism, white supremacy, 
and paternalism. We are called to do better.

Rev. Dr. Hunter Farrell and Rev. Bala Khyllep, authors of 
Freeing Congregational Mission: A Practical Vision for 
Companionship, Cultural Humility, and Co-Development 
will lead the conference and share their study, research, 
and practices of developing and maintaining equitable, 
mutually beneficial partnerships. In addition, local non-
profits will lead breakout sessions to share more about 
their ministries.

Participants will learn new practices toward partnership 
and have the opportunity to discern if their faith com-
munity is called toward partnering with local ministries.

 Saturday, October 1
9:00 AM – 2:30 PM
Westminster Presbyterian Church
724 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo
Free, registration required
Register online at wpcbuffalo.org/missionevent

Agenda
9:00 AM Visit Non-profit tables
10:00 AM  Hunter & Bala – Why Partnerships?
11:00 AM Non-profit Breakout Session I
11:45 AM Non-profit Breakout Session II
12:15 PM Lunch (provided)
1:00 PM Hunter & Bala – Practicing Partnerships

Partner organizations include: GLYS, WEDI, VOICE Buf-
falo, Buffalo’s Breastfeeding Sisters, King Urban Life 
Center, Buffalo Federation of Neighborhood Centers

Lunch provided by Great Plate Catering, a black-owned 
business; vegetarian option is available by request.

Building Community

This week, artisans from Swiatek Studios began paint-
ing the Holmes Chapel. “Mind our dust” as furniture is 
stored in the Holmes Room and hallways. Anticipated 
completion for this work is Sunday, October 9.

Last week, cracked stones were replaced in the Memo-
rial Garden. The stones have yet to be leveled and are 
resting significantly higher than those around them. 
Please use caution until the project is complete.

Construction Update

The Nominating Committee is calling for thoughtful nominations for elder and deacon positions; three-year terms 
will start January 2023. You may self-nominate or nominate others (the nominee must be a church member and 
willing to serve in one of these special leadership roles in the church). Submit nominations to Sherrie Bernat: 
716.536.4906 or bernatsh@buffalostate.edu. 

Nominations Needed
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Generosity
Gifts to All Things New support the church’s annual 
operating expenses and programs and are vital to 
maintain and grow the changing needs of our mem-
bers and the diverse community we serve. If you 
have not yet pledged, please make a financial com-
mitment to Westminster as a sign of devotion to the 
ministry and mission of our church. Please send in a 
pledge card or submit online via our website, 
wpcbuffalo.org/atn. Thank you for your generosity! 

Generous living is about approaching each day with 
an open heart, an open mind, and an open hand. 
What generous living choices can you make today 
that will make a difference in the future? Consid-
er a planned gift to Westminster to make a last-
ing difference. For more information on planned 
giving, the 1854 Legacy Circle, or making a gift 
to Westminster, please contact Sawrie Becker, 
sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org or 716.884.9437 x315.

Upcoming Events
Meet and Mingle

Following 10:30 AM Worship
Contact: Sawrie Becker, sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

The success of this valuable fellowship time depends 
on the generosity (and creativity) of our members. 
Sponsors and/or hosts are needed throughout the 
fall. Sign up in the Gallery Room.

Inquirer Class - Today!
September 18, 11:30 AM in the Case Library
Contact: Sawrie Becker, sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org

Rev. Leach will lead an opportunity to learn more 
about Westminster and its ministries. Refreshments 
will be served; childcare is available. 

Case Library Conversations
September 25, 9 AM in the Library and via Zoom
Contact: David Weeks, dweeks.buffalo@gmail.com

Do you have a book that you love and want to tell 
others about? Case Library Conversations will dis-
cuss our favorite books. Contact David Weeks with 
questions, or if you’d like to speak.

Race, Racism, White Supremacy and Religion
October 2, 9 AM in the Library and via Zoom 

Rev. Cynthia Wickwire Lundquist, retired Presbyte-
rian minister, will speak about her encounters with 
racism and white supremacy during her pastoral 
journey and mission experience.

Choral Evensong and Blessing of the Animals
September 25, 4 PM in the Sanctuary

All creatures welcome—furry or scaly! Before the 
service, enjoy a prelude organ recital at 3:30 PM.

Organ Dedication Recital
October 2, 4 PM in the Sanctuary

Westminster’s landmark Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ 
recently underwent renovation, including two iden-
tical four-manual consoles, one that resides in the 
front of the church and one in the rear gallery. Gar-
rett Martin will showcase the organ’s vast array of 
sound, from a whisper to a mighty roar. Make sure 
you are in attendance for this milestone; the last or-
gan dedication took place in 1958!

Sunday, September 18
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:00 AM David Galston 
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM  Meet and Mingle
11:30 AM YAMS Brunch
11:30 AM Inquirer Class

Monday, September 19
8:30 AM COVID Task Force
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
4:00 PM Congregational Life

Tuesday, September 20
10:00 AM Garden Group
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
6:30 PM Zen Dharma

Wednesday, September 21
9:30 AM Staff Meeting
10:30 AM Worship Planning
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
8:00 PM AA

Thursday, September 22
10:00 AM Fredonia String Reh.
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
6:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Friday, September 23
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY

Sunday, September 25
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:00 AM Case Library Series 
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM  Meet and Mingle
11:30 AM Acolyte Training
3:30 PM Organ Recital
4:00 PM Blessing of the Animals

This Week
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724 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14209

716.884.9437

Instagram
@westminsterbflo

YouTube
wpcbuffalo.org/live

Homepage
wpcbuffalo.org

Facebook
@westminsterbflo

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License, with license A-72296. 

All rights reserved.
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