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Welcome and announcements Rev. Dr. Leach

Building a Bigger taBle Mimi Steadman, Jack Kavanaugh (GLYS)

opening Voluntary

Adore Te Devote Cathy Moklebust (b. 1958)

It is the tradition of this congregation to keep silence during the Opening Voluntary as we prepare for worship.

chiming of the trinity

introit

Set Me As a Seal  René Clausen (b. 1953) 

Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death.  
Many waters cannot quench love; neither can the floods drown it. 

call to Worship 
By awesome deeds you answer us with deliverance, O God of our salvation; 
You are the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.
By your strength you established the mountains; 
You are girded with might.
You silence the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples.
Those who live at earth’s farthest bounds are awed by your signs; 
You make the gateways of the morning and the evening shout for joy.

hymn in procession

The people stand to sing.

No. 551: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come St. GeorGe’S WindSor

call to confession Rev. Hennessy

prayer of confession 
No words can express the depth of our need or reveal the extent of our sin. But you know us 
completely, O God. When deeds of iniquity overwhelm us, you forgive our transgressions. 
You rescue us from evil and clothe us with love. Humbly, we thank you; for no words can 
express our gratitude for the gift of your salvation. 

The people continue in silent confession.
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
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Kyrie Westminster Buffalo Service, Howard Helvey (b. 1968)

The people sing. 

assurance of pardon 
Believe the good news of the gospel: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

response 
The people stand to sing.

passing of the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

the sacrament of Baptism 
The Sacrament of Baptism will be administered to Ella Mary Geiger and Carson James Geiger, children of 
Travis and Erin Geiger. The following prayer is said in unison when indicated:

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The spirit justifies 
us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.

The people remain seated to sing.
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prayer for illumination 

psalm 
Psalm 65 Gerre Hancock (1934-2012)  

1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 2To you 
that hear prayer shall all flesh come, because of their transgressions. 3Our sins are stronger 
than we are, but you will blot them out. 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your 
courts to dwell there! they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of 
your temple. 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salva-
tion, O Hope of all the ends of the earth and of the seas that are far away. 6You make fast the 
mountains by your power; they are girded about with might. 7You still the roaring of the seas, 
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 8Those who dwell at the ends of the 
earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 
9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is 
full of water. 10You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 11You drench the furrows 
and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 12You 
crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty. 13May the fields of 
the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy. 14May the meadows cover 
themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; let them shout for joy and 
sing. 

gospel acclamation 
The people stand to sing.

gospel lesson 
The people remain standing.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 18:9-14
9He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and 
regarded others with contempt: 10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 
12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, 
would not even lift up his eyes to heaven but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the 
other, for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

gospel acclamation
The people remain standing.
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sermon

There is No Comparison

hymn

The people stand to sing.

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy St. Helena

inVitation to the offering Alanna Paris

offertory

Thou, O God, Art Praised in Sion David Willcocks (1919-2015) 

Thou, O God, art praised in Sion, and unto thee shall the vow be performed in Jerusalem. 
Thou that hearest the prayer, unto thee shall all flesh come. My misdeeds prevail against me: 
O be thou merciful unto our sins. Blessed is the man whom thou choosest and receivest unto 
thee: He shall dwell in thy court and shall be satisfied with the pleasures of thy house, even 
of thy holy temple. Thou shalt show us wonderful things in thy righteousness, O God of our 
salvation; thou that art the hope of all the ends of the earth, and of them that remain in the 
broad sea. Who in his strength setteth fast the mountains and is girded about with power. 
Who stilleth the raging of the sea, and the noise of his waves, and the madness of the peoples. 
They also that dwell in the uttermost parts of the earth shall be afraid at thy tokens, thou that 
makest the out-goings of the morning and evening to praise thee. Thou visitest the earth and 
blessest it; thou makest it very plenteous. The river of God is full of water: thou preparest their 
corn, for so thou providest for the earth. Thou waterest her furrows; thou sendest rain into the 
little valleys thereof; thou makest it soft with the drops of rain, and blessest the increase of it. 
Thou crownest the year with thy goodness and thy clouds drop fatness. They shall drop upon 
the dwellings of the wilderness, and the little hills shall rejoice on every side. The folds shall 
be full of sheep; the valleys also shall stand so thick with corn, that they shall laugh and sing. 

presentation of the gifts laSSt unS erfreuen

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer of dedication 
Holy and merciful God, you know the joy that is in us when we offer ourselves, our time, and 
our possessions for the work you set before us. Use these gifts to heal and teach, comfort 
and challenge, that all the world might give you praise. Amen. 

prayers of the people 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

sending hymn

The people stand to sing.

Go, My Children, with My Blessing ar Hyd y noS
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Masks are now optional while on campus. 

N95 masks are still encouraged and will be made available at church entrances.

Westminster is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation and a progressive place of lifelong learning. Ev-
eryone is welcome to our campus to worship, rejoice in music, question, reflect, serve, and grow, regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, citizenship status, or religious affiliation.

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome 
Card (found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member, or visit our website, wpcbuffalo.org.

As a More Light church, we invite all members of the LGBTQIA+ community to membership and full partic-
ipation in all ministries. As an Earth Care Congregation, we defend and heal creation through worship and 
education.

Wiggle Worship Bags for youth are available at the doors. Please return after worship.

If you need assistance at any time, please ask a deacon or staff member.

Welcome to Westminster!

Benediction and choral response

Teach Me, My God and King Arlen Clarke (b. 1954)  

Teach me, my God and King, In all things thee to see, 
And what I do in anything, to do it as for thee. 

closing Voluntary

Trumpet Minuet Alfred Hollins (1865-1942)

Please join us following worship in the Holmes Room for Meet and Mingle.

Worship leaders

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach, Senior Pastor
Rev. Beth Hennessy, Pastoral Care Associate
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music
The Westminster Choir
The Westminster Handbell Choir
Dr. Walter S. Mayo, Director

deacons serVing today

John Bace, Sherrie Bernat, Bruce Dierenfield, Donald Etulo, 
Linda Fabian, Evan Izatt, Stephen Johnson 

chancel floWers

The flowers at the Lord’s Table are given by Leslie Deich, in memory of her friend, 
Bonnie Janzen.

The flowers at the Pulpit are given by Todd Ruth, in loving memory of his mother, 
Sandra Forsythe-Ruth, who is thought of every day.

If you would like to purchase Sunday flowers in honor/memory of family or friends, contact 
Sue Adams, hugwalker1@gmail.com.
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Generosity
Over the next three Sundays, learn how we are Building a Bigger Table. This Sunday, Jack Kavanaugh, Exec-
utive Officer of GLYS (an organization that assists LGBTZ youth), will share the needs they are fulfilling, and 
the hopes they have in connecting and “Building a Bigger Table” with Westminster. 

Please consider your pledge and bring your pledge card to worship on November 6 at 10:30 AM (one service 
only), as we dedicate our pledges. Pledges may also be submitted online at wpcbuffalo.org/babt or returned 
by mail to the church office. Be part of this historic ministry as we build a table that welcomes all.

Upcoming Events
Pop-Up Pride Closet

October 25, 3:30-5:30 PM in the Oak Room
Students in grades 6-12 are invited attend to find 
gender affirming clothing in a safe space.

The Race Card: Talk About It
October 26, 6:20 PM at SANYS WNY or via Zoom

NAACP and other non-profits will talk about the race 
card, fact and fiction, and offer conversation starters 
on how to talk about race with family, friends, co-
workers, and more. Signup at the link in the eNews.

Phantom of the Opera Silent Film
October 28, 7:30 PM in the Sanctuary

Garrett Martin performs an improvised score to the 
1925 classic film, projected on a big screen.

Holy SPOOKS Ride
October 29, 1:30 PM, meet in the parking lot
Contact: Linda Leach, lindagleach@gmail.com

Holy Spokes will meet in the parking lot before tak-
ing a reverse trick or treat ride downtown to deliver 
treat bags to WPC seniors and young families.

Bible 101 – An Introduction to the Bible
Through October 30, 9:15 in Parish Hall and Zoom

All are welcome as we look at the stories and history 
of God’s Written Word. This 4-part class, led by Rev. 
Dr. Skip Ferguson, will continue through October. 

Case Library Conversations
October 30, 9 AM in the Library and via Zoom

Case Library welcomes back perennial favorite Bob 
McCarthy (The Buffalo News) for his keen analysis of 
the key races in WNY and NY State ahead of Election 
Day, November 4.

Fall Festival
October 30, 3-5 PM in the Parking Lot

All ages are welcome to attend in costume to trick or 
treat, play games, and take photos. Youth are need-
ed to run games and pass out candy. This is a great 
opportunity to invite someone who is not a member 
of Westminster.

All Saints’ Sunday
November 6, One worship service at 10:30 AM

Sunday, October 23
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:00 AM Case Library Series
9:15 AM Intro to the Bible 
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM  Meet and Mingle
11:30 AM Inquirer Class

Monday, October 24
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY

Tuesday, October 25
10:00 AM Garden Group
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
3:30 PM Pop-Up Pride Closet
5:00 PM Invested Funds

Wednesday, October 26
9:30 AM Staff Meeting
10:30 AM Worship Planning
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
6:00 PM Session
8:00 PM AA

Thursday, October 27
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
6:00 PM Handbells Rehearsal
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Friday, October 28
3:00 PM ENERGY/FLY
7:30 PM Phantom of the Opera

Saturday, October 29
1:30 PM Holy Spooks Ride

Sunday, October 30
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:00 AM Case Library Series
9:15 AM Intro to the Bible 
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM  Meet and Mingle
3:00 PM Fall Festival

This Week
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724 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14209

716.884.9437

Instagram
@westminsterbflo

YouTube
wpcbuffalo.org/live

Homepage
wpcbuffalo.org

Facebook
@westminsterbflo

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License, with license A-72296. 

All rights reserved.
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