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This Good Shepherd Sunday is placed in the heart of Eastertide.  On this Fourth 

Sunday of Easter the gospel lesson shifts from the events following Christ’s 

resurrection to the teachings of Christ which preceded his crucifixion.  Professor 

Lucy Lind Hogan explains, the goal is to assist us as we, like Mary and the 

disciples, seek to understand what happened and continues happening to and 

within us, the flock of the good shepherd. So on this day as we continue our praise 

and worship of Christ our Savior we are reminded of the title he gave himself, that 

of the Good Shepherd.  In last week’s text we heard Jesus asking Peter in as many 

ways as he could, “Do you love me?”  In claiming His identity as our shepherd, in 

our text today Jesus asks his flock a different question: “Do you trust me?” 

 

Prayer 

Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care.  In thy pleasant 

pastures feed us, for our use they folds prepare.  Open our hearts to receive your 

word on this day.  Amen. 

 

Trust and love go hand in hand, more connected than the opposite side of the same 

coin.  It is a trusting love which leads us beside the still waters of life and protects 

us in times of respite.  As is the loving trust sung in the Hebrew hymn of Psalm 23, 

with the ancient assurance that God leads and therefore God is with, even on our 

darkest days.  Our world continues journeying through a green pasture and dark 

valley time, when one step into light is seemingly followed by another deeper step 

into darkness.  These past weeks we are reminded of our cruel dance with COVID: 

Once we think we lead the steps, we are reminded that COVID continues its lead – 

we still trying to learn the dance.  The dance which finally assured a woman’s 

rights to choice decades ago, is now on the verge of being upended, with choice 

replaced by chance.  We continue to celebrate Christ’s resurrection, yet we prepare 
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for memorial services this coming week – death still holds its sting.  Glimmers of 

justice peek through, and are then closed off.  Green pastures and dark valleys, 

sheep of the flock trusting the Good Shepherd will lead us through.  The voice of 

the Good Shepherd calls to us, who are trusting that regardless of where we are in 

this wilderness journey of life, the Good Shepherd leads the flock.  A trusting love 

and a loving trust. 

 

Especially when they were younger, and still from time to time, Nadia and Dhini 

will humor me and one another in our practice of the “trust fall.”  You have seen it 

and have likely participated as well.  One person will stand crossing their arms fall 

backwards trusting the person behind them will catch them.  As trust builds the 

person who is falling eventually stops attempting to catch themselves, falling 

freely into the arms of the person behind them.  These memories remind me of a 

video capturing a father attempting to teach this practice to his child for the first 

time.  Everything was going splendidly: The daughter standing tall with crossed 

arms and eyes closed, the father behind her giving instructions, ready to catch her – 

to build that lifelong trust.  Crouched like a baseball shortstop the father instructs 

his child to fall, to which his daughter did but instead of falling backward the poor 

girl fell forward.  She crashed to the floor as the father clumsily attempted 

unsuccessfully to catch her.  They laughed together, and later in life some 

counseling will help her to heal.  But offering some instructions and clarifying 

expectations can help with developing trust.   

 

I am the Good Shepherd, Jesus says.  And he makes it abundantly clear to his 

followers that he is willing to lay down his life for them.  He clearly established his 

role as shepherd and he commits to living into that role until his last breath. On that 

side of Easter, before the crucifixion, Jesus’ disciples were unable to fully grasp 
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the depth of what he was saying.  He spoke so often in parables they wondered 

about the hidden meaning of Jesus’ language of “laying down his life” and having 

“sheep of a different fold.”  It made no sense in the moment, yet on this side of 

Easter, post crucifixion and resurrection, having been folded into his different flock 

we have a different vantage point.  We see from the other side of the cross that 

Jesus was beyond willing to die for his flock, he in fact took up the cross for the 

sake of all creation.   

 

We are of that different fold that Christ claimed as his very own.  In turn we claim 

Jesus as our very own, and strive to hold Jesus at our center trusting that the 

gravity of Christ will keep all things and life itself in order.  The centrality of 

Christ is a tenet of our Reformed tradition.  As Easter people we embrace Jesus as 

our savior and we hold him at our center trusting a love that will not let us go.  

This is the joy of Easter, it is a time of green pastures and still waters and on this 

Sunday we begin digesting the reality that Christ is more than Savior, he is also the 

Good Shepherd and as such Christ is always on the move.  Which, in turn means, 

we too must be on the move.  With our souls restored there is temptation to wrestle 

with keeping Jesus at our center, where we are most comfortable with Jesus 

remaining.  Yet, as our shepherd, Jesus leads us beyond that center and to those 

living on the edges.  Jesus’ voice speaks from those on the margins.  Does love of 

savior lead toward trust of shepherd? 

 

The early church struggled with the same question.  They faced the same challenge 

and the same temptation.  We see this playing out in today’s epistle reading from 1 

John, as they tried to make sense of Christ’s love and what it meant for them.  In 

his commentary, David Bartlett describes this first letter of John as a commentary 

on the Gospel of John for a new generation – the generation following those first 
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disciples.  Today’s passage states, “and we know his love by this, that he laid down 

his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for one another.”  Love 

followed by trust.  “And this is the commandment, that we should believe in the 

name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he commanded us to 

do.”  Embracing as our savior, following as our shepherd.   

 

As deeply as Jesus loves and cares for each one of you, he leads us to the same 

depth of love and care for one another.  It has been a tough couple of years for 

everyone, yet some have experienced more green pastures while others experience 

dark valleys. In my months here, I have witnessed you entering the depths with one 

another, holding one another up in times of trouble, and frankly I am inspired by 

what I witness within you.  On this past week I witnessed you miraculously 

transforming a house into a home, for a family who has been through the darkest of 

valleys, who have escaped to a strange land with a strange language – yet met by 

friends who shower them with compassion morphing to love.  Embracing them not 

for who they may become, but embracing them for who they are.  In addition, to 

participate in earth day our youth worked toward cleaning a yard while being 

reminded of this great gift of creation.  Separately, children of our Energy program 

created beautifully uplifting cards for a pastor they hardly know.  Our Good 

Shepherd also tends the flock of our greater community and in discussions of 

restructuring our mission efforts we are committed to creating paths for you to 

follow the shepherd’s voice into this community. I encourage you to join such 

efforts regardless of whether you are in a green pasture or dark valley time – such 

love in action restores one’s soul. 
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Our individual lives and our collective life, the life of our greater community 

follows the rhythm of that familiar Psalm.  Times of green pastures, still waters, 

and times of dark valleys.  Times when our souls are restored and times when our 

souls are spent.  Overflowing and emptiness.  Comfort and fear.  Protected though 

vulnerable.  Loved and loved.  Loving the savior who is present; trusting the 

shepherd who leads.  In trusting and loving, as the Psalmist wrote, surely goodness 

and mercy shall follow you.  A more literal translation, Surely goodness and mercy 

shall chase after you all the days of your lives.  May it be so, and may such mercy 

and goodness spill over into all the places where our Shepherd leads.   

 

In the name of the Mother God, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 


