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Today I begin a sermon series entitled ‘Engaging Community’ which will carry us 

to World Communion Sunday.  On that first Sunday in October we will have a 

guest preacher, the author of the book we studied together, Freeing 

Congregational Mission.  And mark your calendars for Saturday, October 1 where 

we will host other churches and nonprofit organizations to explore how we may 

build a stronger community through partnering together.  Information is in the 

bulletin, registration is now live, and we will have promotional materials next 

week.   

 

Let us pray: 

O God, by your Word and Spirit guide us anew into your sacred story, O God, that 
in your light we may see light, in your truth find freedom, and through your cross 
find peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 

“A happiness that is sought for ourselves alone can never be found: for a happiness 

that is diminished by being shared is not big enough to make us happy.” These are 

the opening lines to Thomas Merton’s collection of essays entitled No Man is an 

Island.  I like his opening lines so much I want to repeat them.  “A happiness that 

is sought for ourselves alone can never be found: for a happiness that is diminished 

by being shared is not big enough to make us happy.” 

 

Our lectionary journey through the Gospel of Luke continues, and back in June our 

passage told us that Jesus had set his face toward Jerusalem, beginning his arduous 

journey which will eventually lead to his crucifixion.  Luke’s gospel writing is 

known for attention to detail, which is why our journey alongside Jesus toward 

Jerusalem may be lasting longer than Jesus actual journey – there is so much 

packed into this short journey.  Since turning his face toward Jerusalem Luke has 

captured Jesus sending missionaries throughout the land, he has shared the parable 
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of the Good Samaritan, gathered with Mary and Martha, taught the Lord’s Prayer, 

exercised demons, theologically sparred with Pharisees and lawyers, instructed on 

the treasures of heaven, dealt with a fruitless fig tree, healed a number of people 

(mostly on the sabbath nonetheless), shared more and more parables, lamented 

over Jerusalem, always, always teaching.  If you think you had a busy summer… 

Jesus has been on the move. 

 

And just prior to today’s text he concludes his teaching on the cost of discipleship 

stating, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”  And, ironically, the next scene does 

not highlight the religious leaders listening in, nor does it highlight Jesus followers 

nor even his beloved disciples as listeners.  “Let anyone with ears to hear listen!”  

Our text opens, “Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen 

to him.”  Those who turned their ears toward Jesus were the ones who lived 

outside the faith community, and socially outside their own communities.  These 

outsiders turned toward Jesus.  To be clear the Pharisees and scribes were present  

and overheard Jesus as he was, some argue, feasting with these outsiders.  The 

religious ones frustratingly expressed, “This fellow, Jesus, welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.”  Another interpretation of the Greek: “This fellow seeks out 

sinners and eats with them.”  Jesus not only welcomes, he is out in the community 

seeking after any who will listen.  The religious elite describe these listeners as 

sinners.  Jesus views them differently and he invites us into two parables that we 

may catch a glimpse from his perspective, and perhaps listen ourselves. 

 

“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave 

the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until it is 

found? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he 
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comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 

with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’  

 

“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 

lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has 

found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for 

I have found the coin that I had lost.’  

 

We have all experienced the inconveniences of losing something:  Our car keys; 

our glasses; umbrellas (some of yours can be found by the coat racks); wallets, 

jewelry; and yet another sock that mysteriously vanished in the clothes dryer.  

These pale in comparison to what is lost in these parables, yet because we know 

the experience of searching for something lost, we tend to identify with the 

shepherd and the woman who are searching in the text.  Even when our loss runs 

deep, we are a people capable of searching and we expect to find.  We turn our  

homes upside down for lost items, and we turn our hearts inside out searching for 

those deeper losses: The loss of love; the loss of the meaning in life; the loss of 

passion.  Those can be found here as well.  But these parables are not about your 

searching.   

 

In his commentary Scott Bader-Saye quotes a sermon preached some four hundred 

years ago by Lancelot Andrews, an English Bishop who oversaw the translation of 

the King James Bible.  On Easter Sunday in 1620, Andrews said of Christ, “He is 

found of them that seeke him not, but of them that seek him never but found.”  

These are another couple lines worth repeating, “Christ is found of them that seeke 

him not, but of them that seek him never but found.”  We may be actively seeking, 

consciously or not.  Yet, it is God who comes to us.  It is Christ who seeks after us.  
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And God does the finding.  In the midst of our searching, we have already been 

found. 

 

We are complex beings, are we not?  Even on our good days, most of us can admit 

that we are not 100% found, that we recognize a portion within us remains lost.  A 

portion of darkness, a portion of doubt that for whatever reason it seems that God’s 

light even falls short of shining, falls short of finding, of reaching that depth.  Yet 

like the woman who seeks after her lost coin, God seeks after this lost portion of 

our soul because to God, this lost portion is a treasure worth turning the house 

upside down.  If we apply the math from the shepherd parable, if you are 99% 

found, God still seeks after that one lost sheep within you. These parables are 

about God searching after us, all of us – our entirety as individuals and our entirety 

as community.  “Christ is found of them that seeke him not, but of them that seek 

him never but found.”  Christ seeks after all that is lost. 

 

The Pharisees viewed Jesus as feasting with the sinners.  And if sin is when one is 

turned away from God, then repent is when one turns toward God.  Christ saw the 

feast differently than the religious who were gathered with them.  When the 

woman found her lost coin, she calls together her friends and neighbors, inviting  

them to rejoice with her, because she found what had been lost.  The shepherd lays 

the once lost sheep on his shoulders, and coming home he calls together his friends 

and neighbors inviting them to rejoice with him, for what was once lost has been 

found.  At the table feast, Jesus was rejoicing as he was surrounded by those who 

were once lost, the ones he had just found.  The religious saw sinners, Jesus 

claimed them as treasure.   
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God seeks the lost within us and God seeks after the lost among us – the very one’s 

who are often overlooked and turned away.  And once found, God invites all to the 

celebration, to rejoice alongside one another, with one another - and when gathered 

together, in Jesus words, “there will be more joy in heaven,” “there is joy in the 

presence of the angels of God.”   

 

Together as a faith community may we join in the gathering, experiencing 

community through God’s perspective, celebrating God’s grace and love for 

seeking after all peoples.  At such a gathering we find the joy of heaven, 

experience the joy in the presence of the angels of God.  Let us join with others in 

a celebration feast because “A happiness that is sought for ourselves alone can 

never be found: for a happiness that is diminished by being shared is not big 

enough to make us happy.”   

 

In the name of the Creator, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 


