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Opening VOluntary

It is the tradition of this congregation to remain silent as we collectively prepare our hearts and minds for worship.

Sonata No. 2 Joseph Callaerts (1838-1901) 

II. Andante Cantabile

WelcOme and annOuncements Rev. Dr. Leach

chiming Of the trinity

intrOit

Sing, My Soul, His Wondrous Love Ned Rorem (b. 1923) 

Sing, my soul, his wondrous love, who from yon bright throne above, 
Ever watchful over our race, still to us extends his grace. 
Heaven and earth by him were made; all is by his scepter swayed; 
What are we that he should show so much love to us below? 
God, the merciful and good, bought us with the Savior’s blood, 
And, to make our safety sure, guides us by his Spirit pure. 
Sing, my soul, adore his name! Let his glory be thy theme: 
Praise him till he calls thee home; truth his love for all to come. 

call tO WOrship 
The people stand.  

Return to the Lord your God; 
God is gracious and merciful, 
Slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
Come, let us worship God.   

hymn in prOcessiOn

The people remain standing to sing. This hymn is found on page 7.

O God, In Your Love St. Denio

call tO cOnfessiOn 

prayer Of cOnfessiOn 
Merciful God, we confess that we have strayed from your ways. Like the prodigal son, we 
have wasted our inheritance. You gave us the earth for our home, but we squander earth’s 
resources and hoard its bounty. You gave us neighbors to love, but we pursue selfish am-
bitions. You gave us the commandments that lead to human flourishing, but we break your 
law and forsake your love. Forgive us our sin and bring us to repentance. Draw our wander-
ing hearts back to you that we may find freedom in obedience to your love. Through Christ 
our Lord we pray. 

The people keep silence.

March 27, 2022
Worship at 10:30 AM

Fourth Sunday in Lent
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Kyrie Westminster Buffalo Service, Howard Helvey (b. 1968)

The people sing. 

assurance Of pardOn 
Believe the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

respOnse 
The people stand to sing.

passing Of the peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.  

prayer fOr illuminatiOn 

scripture lessOn

Joshua 5:9-12
9The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so 
that place is called Gilgal to this day. 10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the 
passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the 
day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes 
and parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the 
Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.
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psalm

Psalm 32 Plainchant
1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away! 2Happy are 
they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit there is no guile! 3While I held my 
tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all day long. 4For your hand was 
heavy upon me day and night; my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 5Then I 
acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 6I said,” I will confess my transgres-
sions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin. 7Therefore all the faithful will make 
their prayers to you in time of trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach 
them. 8You are my hiding-place  you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts 
of deliverance. 9“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will guide 
you with my eye. 10Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be 
fitted with bit and bridle,  or else they will not stay near you.” 11Great are the tribulations of the 
wicked; but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 12Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice 
in the Lord; shout for joy, all who are true of heart. 

gOspel acclamatiOn 
The people stand to sing.

gOspel lessOn 
The people remain standing.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees 
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.” 3So he told them this parable: 11“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of 
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So 
he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had 
and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 
14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he 
began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, 
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods 
that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he 
said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am 
dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one 
of your hired hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his 
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed 
him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a 
robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And 
get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and 
is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 25“Now his elder son was 
in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 26He 
called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, 
and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then 
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he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But 
he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and 
I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so 
that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has de-
voured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said 
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate 
and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 
been found.’”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

gOspel acclamatiOn 
The people remain standing.

sermOn

The Embrace

hymn

The people stand to sing. This hymn is found on page 8.

What is the World Like new worlD

inVitatiOn tO the Offering 
OffertOry

Deep River Spiritual, arr. Gerre Hancock (1934-2012) 

Deep river, my heart is over Jordan, 
Deep river, Lord, I want to cross over into campground.  
Oh, don’t you want to go to that gospel feast,  
That promised land, where all is peace? 

presentatiOn Of the gifts Hamburg

The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer Of dedicatiOn 
O God, all that we have comes from you. Receive this offering and with it the offering of 
our lives, for we return to you only what you have so graciously given. Use us for the sake 
of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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The people stand as the Deacons move forward; remain standing for the Prayer of Dedication.

prayer Of dedicatiOn 
O God, all that we have comes from you. Receive this offering and with it the offering of 
our lives, for we return to you only what you have so graciously given. Use us for the sake 
of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

prayers Of the peOple

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver 
us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

sending hymn

The people stand to sing. This hymn is found on page 9.

O God, How We Have Wandered PaSSion CHorale

BenedictiOn and chOral respOnse

Lord, For Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake Richard Farrant (1530-1580)  

Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake, 
Lay not our sins to our charge. 
But forgive that is past, 
And give us grace to amend our sinful lives. 
To decline from sin, and incline to virtue, 
That we may walk in a perfect heart, 
Before thee now and evermore. Amen. 

clOsing VOluntary

Sonata No. 2 Joseph Callaerts 

I. Allegro 
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WOrship leaders

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach, Senior Pastor
Garrett F. Martin, Organist and Director of Music Ministries 
The Westminster Choir

deacOns serVing tOday

John Bace, Sherrie Bernat, Bill Currie, Carol Greetham, Tom Greetham, Evan Izatt, Jenny Wood

chancel flOWers

The season of Lent is one of the church’s penitential seasons during the liturgical year. We 
remember Christ’s journey through the wilderness; as such, we do not have chancel flowers 
during Lent. The starkness of the chancel reminds us of Christ’s sacrifice and journey through 
the wilderness. Sunday flower donations will continue after Easter.

Mission Partnerships
Palm Sunday Coats for Friends of Night People

Westminster will gather and donate sweaters and 
coats from now until Palm Sunday, April 10. Please 
leave new or gently used coats, jackets, and sweaters 
in the Gallery Room receptacle. On Palm Sunday, we 
will place these garments on the end of the center 
aisle pews, much in the same way the disciples and 
people of Jerusalem laid their coats on the ground 
for Jesus’ triumphal entry into the Holy City.

Support for Ukraine

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance provides humani-
tarian aid including food, shelter, medicine, hygiene 
products, and financial support to those affected by 
the war in Ukraine. 

Westminster will contribute a dollar-for-dollar match 
of all funds received. To make your gift, please visit 
wpcbuffalo.org/ukraine or use the special envelope 
provided in the pews. If paying by check, please in-
clude PDA-Ukraine in the memo line. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

Walk and Tent of Abraham
April 7, 6:30 PM at the Muslim Community Center
Walk begins 4 PM at North Presbyterian Church

Enjoy an ethnic dinner with friends and neighbors 
provided by MPAC-WNY and hear from representa-
tives of the WNY Afghan community who will dis-
cuss the ongoing needs of our new neighbors from 
Afghanistan. Non-perishable food items and cash 
donations will be collected for distribution to the 
needy in our community. Prior to the Tent of Abra-
ham event, you are also invited to participate in 
the “Walk of Abraham,” inspiring us to experience 
the spirit of Abraham’s traditions of faith, hospital-
ity, and mutual respect. The 4.5-mile walk will start 
at North Presbyterian Church, with a stop at Heim 
Middle School where the shorter 1-mile walk begins. 
The walk will finish at the Muslim Community Cen-
ter (Islamic Center), 745 Heim Road, Amherst, where 
walkers will join “The Tent of Abraham” event partic-
ipants for dinner. Email Jamie at jadamczyk@wpc-
buffalo.org to sign up. 
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Holy Week
Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday

April 10 at 8:15 and 10:30 AM
Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach

Luke 19:28-40
Palms of Passion

Choral Evensong for Palm Sunday
April 10 at 4 PM

Organ Prelude-Recital at 3:30 PM
Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Maundy Thursday
April 14 at 7 PM

Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Tenebrae Service of Shadows
April 15 at 7:57 PM (Sundown) 

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
John 18:1-19:42

Festival Service of the Resurrection on Easter
April 17 at 8:15 and 10:30 AM

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
Luke 24:1-12

Amazed at What Had Happened
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Westminster is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation and a progressive place of lifelong learning. 
Everyone is welcome to our campus to worship, rejoice in music, question, reflect, serve, and grow, regardless 
of age, race, socioeconomic status, sexuality, gender identity, citizenship status, or religious affiliation.

If you are visiting and would like to learn more about our programming or mission, please fill out a Welcome 
Card (found in the pews) and return it to a deacon or staff member, or visit our website, wpcbuffalo.org.

As a More Light church, we invite all members of the LGBTQIA+ community to membership and full 
participation in all ministries. As an Earth Care Congregation, we defend and heal creation through worship 
and education.

Wiggle Worship Bags for youth are available at the doors. Please return after worship.

If you need assistance at any time, please ask a Deacon or staff member.

Welcome to Westminster!

Upcoming Events
Underground Railroad Heritage Center 

March 27, 11:30 AM - 4 PM in the Holmes Room
YAMs will meet at Westminster before traveling to  
eat lunch and learn about our history at the Under-
ground Railroad Heritage Center. Contact Micah at 
micahnd@wpcbuffalo.org to sign up.

WECP Plant Sale 
The spring plant and hanging basket sale is under-
way at WECP. Plants are purchased through Kenneth 
Henry and Sons and are always beautiful! Orders are 
due March 29. Order forms are available in the Gal-
lery Room or eNews. 

Journey’s End
April 3, 11:30 AM in the Oak Room

Madi McEwen, from Journey’s End, will provide an 
update on ways Westminster can assist in adopting 
a family of Afghan refugees. Lunch will be provided. 
Contact Jerry Kelly at gerald@geraldkelly.com, for 
more information.

WOW Book Club
April 4, 7 PM via Zoom

WOW Book Group’s next book will be The Secret 
Lives of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd. 
Email carolgreetham@gmail.com for the link.

WEDI “Winterfest”
April 29, 6:30 PM at Rich’s Atrium

This annual benefit supports WEDI’s programs in 
education and entrepreneurship, including the West 
Side Bazaar. Visit wedibuffalo.org to learn more and 
purchase tickets. 

“Winterfest” Silent Auction
Help Make WEDI’s Winterfest A Success! Donated 
items for the Silent Auction are needed, such as: 
handmade items, gift certificates, and theme bas-
kets. Please return your donation to Westminster 
by Sunday, April 24. Call Ellen Bean at 716.868.4436 
with questions or to arrange a pick-up.

Lenten Book Study
Rev. Leach is offering a study of Freeing Congrega-
tional Mission by B. Hunter Farrell to help inform up-
coming outreach projects in our community. Contact 
Rev. Leach to participate.

Lenten Devotionals
Pick up Lenten devotionals on the table outside 
the Sanctuary: Ashes to Rainbows: A Queer Lenten 
Devotional and When Did We See You: A Matthew 
25 Lenten Experience. Contact Rev. Katelyn Nutter 
Dowling with questions. 

Membership Directory
For an updated Membership Directory, contact  
Jamie Adamczyk at jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org.

Westminster Biking Club
As the weather warms, Linda Leach and Micah Nut-
ter Dowling will start a biking group at Westminster. 
Open to all types of wheels (scooters, battery-assist-
ed, tricycles), they hope to schedule informal out-
ings and participate in sponsored rides. For details, 
contact Linda at lindagleach@gmail.com.
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Preaching Schedule

April 3, 2022
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
John 12:1-8

A Shared Extravagance 

April 10, 2022
Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
Luke 19:28-40

Palms of Passion

Worship with Communion at 8:15 AM in the Holmes Chapel (in-person)
Worship at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary (in-person and livestreamed)

COVID-19 Policy
Though the infection rate has decreased significantly, 
COVID-19 and the Omicron variant remain in our 
greater community. N-95 masks are the standard 
to best protect the individual wearing the mask and 
those who are near that individual. N-95 and KN-95 
masks are provided to members and guests.

We continuing to require mask wearing while 
entering/exiting the building and for fellowship 
gatherings. While in the pews (both sanctuary and 
chapel), members may choose to remove their masks 
during worship. 

The COVID Task Force will continue monitoring and 
guiding Westminster’s protocol. Thank you for caring 
so deeply for one another.

COVID-19 Task Force: Steve Edge, Ray Herman, 
Lucinda Hohn, Todd Leach, Garrett Martin, Katelyn 
Nutter Dowling, Joan Rice Shosho, and Mimi 
Steadman

Generosity
All Things New is off to a strong start, but still short 
of the $700,000 goal. If you have not yet pledged, 
we encourage you to submit your pledge card by 
Easter Sunday (April 17). Your pledge allows us to 
plan for the financial stability of our church. Please 
send in a pledge card or submit online via our 
secure website, wpcbuffalo.org/atn. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

See, I am making all things new.
    - Revelation 21:5 

Sunday, March 27
8:15 AM Worship 
9:00 AM Case Library Series
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:30 AM Worship
10:40 AM Sunday School

Monday, March 28
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
 
Tuesday, March 29
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
 

Wednesday, March 30
7:15 AM AA Meeting
9:30 AM Worship Planning
1:00 PM Staff Meeting
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
8:00 PM AA Meeting

Thursday, March 31
3:00 PM ENERGY Program
6:00 PM Handbells
7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal

Friday, April 1
3:00 PM ENERGY Program

Sunday, April 3
8:15 AM Worship
9:00 AM Case Library Series
9:00 AM Infant/Toddler Care
9:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
10:00 AM First Sundays 
10:30 AM Worship
10:40 AM Sunday School
12:30 PM Young Adult Brunch
2:00 PM Meet & Mingle (Zoom)
2:00 PM Youth Event

This Week

For more information on making a gift to Westminster, 
please contact Sawrie Becker, 

sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org or 716.884.9437 x315.
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724 DELAWARE AVENUE
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 14209

716.884.9437

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Rev. Dr. Todd E. Leach
Senior Pastor

tleach@wpcbuffalo.org, x313

Rev. Katelyn Nutter Dowling 
Associate Pastor for Christian Education

katelynnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x311

Rev. Beth Hennessy
Pastoral Care Associate

bhennessy@wpcbuffalo.org, 716-697-0919

Garrett F. Martin
Organist and Director of Music Ministries

gmartin@wpcbuffalo.org, x318

Jamie Adamczyk
Administrative Assistant

jadamczyk@wpcbuffalo.org, x300

Sawrie Becker
Director of Development

sbecker@wpcbuffalo.org, x315

Robert Glenn
Interim Director of Finance

rglenn@wpcbuffalo.org, x305

Matthew Marco
Director of Media

mmarco@wpcbuffalo.org, x306

Lindsay McGuire
Human Resources

lmcguire@wpcbuffalo.org, x359

Rev. Micah Nutter Dowling
Director of Youth Ministries

micahnd@wpcbuffalo.org, x310

Westminster Early Childhood Programs

Dr. Cindy Lynn-Garbe
Director

clynn-garbe@wecpbuffalo.org, x328

Todd Bothwell
Associate Director of Admissions
tbothwell@wecpbuffalo.org, x330

Jessica Mitrovits
Development Associate

jmitrovits@wecpbuffalo.org, x332

 
Facilities

Aaron Vivian
Facilities Supervisor

avivian@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.504.7308

Jeff Kaczmarek
Facilities

jkaczmarek@wpcbuffalo.org, 716.345.8013

Austin Becker
Facilities

716.479.0668
 

Lulzim Sylejmnani
Facilities

716.472.5477

Instagram
@westminsterbflo

YouTube
wpcbuffalo.org/live

Homepage
wpcbuffalo.org

Facebook
@westminsterbflo

Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this 
service obtained from One License, with license A-72296. 

All rights reserved.


