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This past Thursday was Ascension Day, the 40th day of Easter, commemorating the 

forty post-resurrection days Jesus spent with his disciples before ascending into 

heaven.  Prior to his ascension, Jesus promised the disciples they would receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit.  On next Sunday we will celebrate Pentecost, when the gift 

of the Holy Spirit was received.  So today we join the disciples in what Karl Barth 

called a “significant pause” between Christ’s ascension and the receiving of the 

Holy Spirit.  So the question is, with Christ in heaven and the Spirit not yet 

received, can hope be found in such a time?   
 
 
Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in 

your truth find freedom, and in your will discover your peace; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The resurrected Jesus had spent forty days with his disciples, teaching them more 

and more about the kingdom of God.  They, again, grew comfortable with his 

presence.  They took comfort in the assurance that their Lord and Savior was 

present, physically present, by their side, with them.  The Gospel message had 

begun to make sense to them again.  The Messiah has come, everything written by 

the prophets about the Son of Man had passed; he had been flogged and killed, and 

after three days, as promised, he rose from the dead.  Scripture was fulfilled and 

now all that was left was for kingdom to be restored to Israel.   

 
The author of Luke’s gospel wrote a second volume, the Acts of the Apostles.  

Luke’s gospel covers the ministry of Jesus, while his book of Acts covers the 

ministry of the early church.  Today’s passage ends Luke’s gospel, and he opens 

the book of Acts with more detail of the Ascension.  After Jesus teaches about 

God’s Kingdom, and before he ascends to heaven, the disciples ask, “Lord, is this 
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the time you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” The subtext to the question is the 

disciples not asking, but stating, “Lord, it is time.”   

 

Perhaps the question does not pass through our lips, but the same question about 

the Lord’s timing interrupts our thoughts, and on our good days the question enters 

our prayers. With a heaviness, and often in a time when we can make no sense of 

life’s drama we silently cry out “Lord, is this the time?”  Meaning, “Lord, it is 

time.”  Our neighbors a few blocks over were gunned down while causally 

shopping for groceries – victims of white supremacy rooted in racism. Lord, is this 

the time for something to finally be done about racism, about white supremacy, 

about mass shootings?  Meaning, “Lord, it is time.”  Only to repeat the same 

blessed question of mass shootings ten days later, when children and teachers in a 

school, meet the same unspeakable act of terror.  Lord, is this the time for 

something to finally be done about mass shootings? Meaning, “Lord, it is time.”  

The reality is so far in 2022 there have been more mass shootings than the number 

of days we have had this year.  For this, and so many other injustices, “Lord, is it 

not time for your kingdom?  Lord, it is time.”    

 

Upon the hilltop in what is now known as the Holy Land, Christ responded to the 

disciples in words that may continue to sting, “It is not for you to know the times.”  

Jesus continued, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. 

And you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and beyond Jerusalem, to the ends of 

the earth.”  The subtext: This is not the time for the Lord to usher the in God’s 

kingdom.  This is the time when those who claim the kingdom be sent out into the 

world, witnessing to God’s presence, inspired by God’s love.  And, Jesus 

promised, the Spirit will come to you and empower you to overcome your fears, to 

follow my way into the world, to share the depth of my love. 
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With those words, Jesus blessed the disciples as he ascended into the clouds.  With 

Jesus then ascended and awaiting the gift of the Holy Spirit, the disciples gaze 

toward heaven, and enter this “significant pause” as Karl Barth describes.  They 

find themselves between the mighty acts of Christ’s resurrection and the receiving 

of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling.  A pause between promise and fulfillment.  A 

pause between education and action.  A pause between God being present, and 

God being present again.   
 
 
Ever so significant are the times in life when one can neither grasp the presence of 

God nor embrace the comforting gift of the Holy Spirit.  Anyone who has ever 

journeyed on the road of faith has experienced a “significant pause:”  A time when 

one asks  heartfelt questions, only to have Jesus seemingly disappear within the 

clouds;  In need of holy comfort, but feel as if the Holy Spirit has not yet 

descended.  These pauses come in the rhythm of life and faith, and the most 

troubling pauses are those that are least expected.  The pause caused by terror in 

the neighborhood.  The pause caused by a sudden death of a loved one.  The pause 

of unexpected unemployment.  The pause in a broken relationship.  The pause of 

anger, bitterness and frustration.  The pause of loss, of grief and loneliness.  

Individual pauses, collective pauses.  Those times when it feels as if we are 

standing alone looking to the clouds; Jesus has stepped out, and the Holy Spirit has 

not yet stepped in. 

 

In this time, Jesus instructs the disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit and to wait with 

an expectancy for Jesus’ return.  Yet in the meantime, in the in-between-time he 

also tells them they are to go out.  Again, they found themselves in the time 

between promises being made, and promises being fulfilled.  Karl Barth 
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proclaimed that in times of such significant pauses, that in our waiting the church’s 

task is “to wait and to pray, Veni, Creator Spiritus.  When we feel the void of 

God’s presence, we are to wait and to pray, Come Creator Spirit.”  But to be clear 

it is a time of active waiting, not a passive waiting.  A time of prayerful preparation 

to receive the Spirit, so the disciples did as Jesus instructed:  They returned to 

Jerusalem and, together, became the first congregation of believers who waited in 

prayer, praying for the Holy Spirit to dwell among them.  The disciples asked for 

the kingdom.  Instead, God has given them the Church. 

 

As I mentioned to a colleague this week, especially with the recent tragedies, I 

cannot fathom why God chooses to trust the humanity of creation, but God does – 

God chooses trusts us to work toward that kingdom for which we wait.  The 

difference between those early disciples during their time of ‘significant pause’ and 

Jesus’ disciples of today, is that Pentecost has come already.  For we have received 

the gift of the Spirit, that in the midst of our significant pauses we may receive 

comfort to boldly emerge from the pause and follow Christ’s way beyond 

Jerusalem, beyond this place we gather.  That we may be sent out – sent out 

certainly not as saviors, but sent as sojourners, as companions, joining alongside 

others who find themselves in a time of significant pause.  

 

As I shared with you in this week’s e-news – at Wednesday’s Session meeting I 

shared with the Elders a flowchart and description of our reimagined mission 

structure.  Together with those who have been involved in our mission leadership, 

we have developed a model intended to free you to live into your passions and 

concerns for our greater community as you unite with others who share the same 

passions both within and beyond our congregation. Over the summer we will 
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further develop the skeleton of the model and know you are invited into this 

conversation –  reach out to me.   

 

This weekend is the official kick-off to summer and I have been told that 

Westminster, like many churches, takes its own significant pause in the summer 

time.  If this is the case, be reminded that a pause is meant to be a time of prayer.  

In this season I encourage you to pray for our community, that the Spirit who has 

been gifted to you, guides you (and me) toward a deeper compassion, and a 

renewed commitment to interrupt injustices, to work toward righting wrongs, to 

offer companionship to our neighbors as we commit anew to the long journey of 

working toward the promised kingdom.   

 

Amen. 


