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Luke 6:27-38 
27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 

also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to 

everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them 

again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you. 32“If you love those who love you, what 

credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33If you do good to those who 

do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.34If you lend to those 

from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to 

receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. 

Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 

ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

 
37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be 

the measure you get back.” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

+ + + 

 

As you all are aware, unlike Christmas which takes place on a set date year after year, the date of 

Easter Sunday fluctuates.  In turn, the beginning of Lent, the season which leads us toward 

Christ’s resurrection on Easter, also fluctuates.  In this year C of the lectionary, pastors always 

hope for an early Easter so Lent can begin before the seventh Sunday of Epiphany – when this 

happens, we are pleased to not have to preach on today’s gospel lesson.  You all are typically 

pleased when we don’t have to preach it as well.  Yet here we are, staring at this script which 

begins “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you. Bless those who curse you, pray for 

those who abuse you.” 
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Pray with me. 

Lord, God, may the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be pleasing in your 

sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer.  Amen.   

 

A fellow seminary student confessed to me one day that in years prior, the first time she read the 

New Testament, she returned her Bible to the bookstore.  In skimming through the gospels of 

Matthew, Mark and Luke, she noticed stories being retold and assumed the publisher mistakenly 

included duplicate pages in her Bible.  These three gospels, known as the Synoptic Gospels, do 

tell much of the same stories, but when read closely the reader recognizes the nuances, because 

the stories are told from different perspectives.  

 

Much the same as Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount as recorded in Matthew, in today’s text, Luke’s 

Sermon on the Plain, seems to record an abbreviation of the very same sermon.  Though, there is 

a geographical difference: Matthew records Jesus preaching from the mountain top while Luke is 

clear to tell us that Jesus descends from the mountain top to a topos pedinos, to a level place.  In 

Matthew, Jesus’ preaching is limited to his twelve disciples.  In Luke, Jesus is preaching to a 

great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of all kinds of people.  Luke is intentionally 

capturing a theological story, that this sermon is not being preached by some deity on high.  The 

sermon is being preached by God-with-us who beyond telling us how to live, shows us how to 

live, inviting us to journey alongside.  And this makes Jesus’ words all the more difficult, when 

the reader realizes we are to follow his ways.  

 

In today’s text Jesus has just finished preaching the beatitudes: Blessed are the poor; blessed are 

the hungry; blessed are those who weep; blessed are those who are hated.  Woe to the rich; the 

full; the laughing; the liked.  Blessed are those who are in need: Woe to those who want only 

more.  And Jesus follows with, “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless 

those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.”  Those gathered on that level place were 

living at the mercy of the Roman empire, and they were slowly becoming outcasts among their 

very own.  Their social status was far beneath the level place on which they stood with Jesus, and 

their socioeconomic status was likely the same.  They were the poor, the hungry, the weeping, 
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the hated.  Those gathered on that level place knew oppression well, and their perspective can 

help us to make sense of Jesus’ troubling words.  

 

“If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your 

coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes 

away your goods, do not ask for them again.”  From that level place, it seems that Jesus is 

saying, could Jesus be saying, “Just take it passively.  Bless you for being society’s punching 

bag.” What does this mean for those who continue to face injustices?  For those who are 

continuously persecuted in the privacy of their own homes and those betrayed by society in the 

openness of the public square.  What do these words mean for those who cannot climb to this 

level place?  More than we realize. 

 

“Turn the other cheek:”  In ancient times one could publicly demoralize a person, typically a 

servant or someone viewed as lower class, by slapping that person in the right cheek with the 

back of one’s hand.  Instead of striking back or walking away demoralized Jesus says, Turn the 

other cheek.  What is not said is that one would only strike someone equal on that other 

cheek.  In turning the other cheek the oppressed was quietly forcing the oppressor to view them 

as equal, as standing on level ground.  If the oppressor strikes the left cheek, it is a public display 

of equality, and the oppressor becomes demoralized.  If the oppressor walks away, the oppressor 

is the one who walks away shamed because the oppressed stood against them.  In turning the 

other cheek, one has actually turned the table.   

 

“Give your shirt also:”  Only the person who owned nothing else could be sued for his coat.  

These would be the poorest people in the community, and it was legal to sue them literally for 

the coat off their back.  Though, it was illegal to take a person’s shirt, and leave them naked. If 

sued for your coat, give them your shirt also.  Expose the greed of the oppressor.  As the 

oppressed stands naked, witnesses question the cruelty of the oppressor.  It is a way of standing 

up without striking back.  

 

In Matthew’s version, Jesus adds: “Go the second mile.”  A Roman soldier could require any 

Jewish person to carry their gear for up to a mile, but no further.  If one continued carrying the 
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sixty to eighty pound pack a second mile, the Roman soldier who placed the load upon the 

person could get in trouble.  If one persisted and continued the journey beyond a mile, the soldier 

would be at risk for punishment.    

 

Turn the other cheek; give your shirt as well; go the second mile.  Expose your oppressor, and be 

reminded that you are blessed so for anyone who begs from you, though you may be bruised, 

naked and exhausted, you have something to offer them.  You always have something to offer: 

Love your enemies.  Give to anyone who begs.  These were empowering words to those deemed 

powerless, those who Jesus described in his beatitudes as blessed.  Difficult words when heard 

from the mountaintop.  Empowering words for those in the valleys.   

 

In the early part of last century, as main line Christianity continued its attempt to understand the 

meaning of Christ’s words in our time and in our place, halfway around the world a Hindu 

named Mohandas Ghandi was so inspired by Christ’s sermon he chose to put the words to 

practice.  South Africa and India were changed.  A few decades later a young Baptist preacher 

named Martin Luther King, Jr., who knew the bitter taste of persecution and the heaviness of 

injustice, found strength and vision in these very same words.  He put the words to practice and, 

eventually, translated them into words of his own.  King repeated to his oppressors in multiple 

sermons and speeches saying, “We shall match your capacity to inflict suffering by our capacity 

to endure suffering. We will meet your physical force with soul force. Do to us what you will 

and we will still love you…so throw us in jail and we will still love you.  Bomb our homes and 

threaten our children, and we will still love you… Send your propaganda agents around the 

country, and make it appear that we are not fit, culturally and otherwise, for integration (to stand 

on level ground), and we’ll still love you. But be assured that we will wear you down by our 

capacity to suffer...”  King then captures the essence of Jesus sermon, adding “One day we shall 

win freedom, but not only for ourselves; we will so appeal to your heart and conscience that we 

will win you in the process, and our victory will be a double victory.”  And our United States, 

changed.    

 

With a bruised cheek and a missing coat, Dr. King and the blessed community stood in the face 

of persecution and oppression, as did those standing on the level place listening to Christ 
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preach.  Challenging words.  A challenge the majority of us have with this text is that we know 

neither persecution nor oppression intimately.  Most of us are neither on the front line of the 

oppressed, nor are we on the front line of the oppressor.  Yet we are called to be more than 

spectators, more than bystanders, for we must find that level place to stand with the blessed.  

 

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 


