
ONE STORY: WHO DO YOU SAY JESUS IS?
One of our girls came into camp very skeptical and doubtful about the goodness of Jesus. She 
has had an encounter with Jesus at traditional Young Life camp but hasn’t felt the Lord since 
that moment. The school she attends is hard because there are very few Christians. On the 
trip we asked, “Who do you say Jesus is?” many times. It was remarkable how she started the 
week saying, “He is a part of my life, a part I am not wanting to share with others because I still 
don’t know if He exists.” As she heard the gospel throughout the week and spent so much time 
alone with Jesus, she began to experience Him again in a new and redeeming way. By the end of 
the week, she was saying, “I want to continue growing toward what it means to be a Christian, 
proud and freed by the grace of Jesus!” 

— Chicago trip leader

CREATING A LESS DISTRACTED 
SPACE TO MEET JESUS AND 

GROW IN FAITH THROUGH GUIDED 
WILDERNESS ADVENTURES
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Brian Ray, Camp Manager
c. 719-651-5732 • bray@wilderness.younglife.org

School Season: 420 N. Cascade Ave.  |  Colo. Spgs., CO  80903 • 719-867-3622
Summer: 2000 USFS Rd. #521  |  Creede, CO  81130 • 719-658-2288

Young Life was incorporated in 
1941 by Jim Rayburn, a seminary 
student and part-time youth 
minister in Gainesville, Texas, 
who wanted to reach out to kids 
disinterested in church. Rayburn 
went where kids were and found 
creative ways to share the love 
of God with them. His methods 
continue to transform lives today.

Wilderness Ranch will celebrate its 50th anniversary 
in 2023. Bob Mitchell (former Young Life president) 
and Will Wyatt conceptualized Wilderness Ranch 
during a conversation around a campfire in the 
early 1970s. The first backpacking trips hit the 
trail during the summer of 1973. In the summers 
since, thousands of high school friends have been 

exposed to Jesus Christ and a deeper relationship with Him through the 
wonders of a week in God’s creation, with gifted leaders who are passionate 
about connecting high school students to Jesus Christ.  

# of Partners Amount per Month Annual Total

5 $500 $ 30,000

10 $250 $ 30,000

25 $100 $ 30,000

35 $50 $ 21,000

50 $25 $ 15,000

GOAL: $ 126,000

FY22 Strategic Operating  
Plan: $559,656

Ways to Give
Give Online:

• Go to giving.younglife.org/
wildernessranch

Personal checks may be made out to 
Young Life, with “7650 — WR Operating” 
on the memo line, and sent to:

School Season: 420 N. Cascade Ave. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
Summer: 2000 USFS Rd #521 
Creede, CO  81130

INVEST IN 
CHANGING LIVES

Wilderness 
Ranch

Young Life is a charter member of 
the Evangelical Council for Financial 

Accountability (ECFA) and has maintained 
that membership through a yearly review of 
its compliance with the ECFA’s standards.

Program $ 404,771
Gen./Admin. $ 100,328
Fundraising/
Other $ 54,557 
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Most of us, and especially 
our young friends, are 
walking through a bundle 
of questions. But at the 
center live these three. Data 
suggests young people 
are more depressed, more 
anxious, and more lonely 
than ever before. They are 
over-connected and need to 
unplug and retreat to gain 
perspective.  

WHO AM I? 
WHERE DO I FIT? 
WHAT DIFFERENCE 
CAN I MAKE?

“I wish the church would stop giving me answers 
to questions I’m not asking,” said a young friend in 
conversation. Wilderness Ranch seeks to create a 
less distracted space for people to meet Jesus Christ 
and grow in their faith through a guided wilderness 
adventure. Through relationships and asking 
questions, we want to offer constructive, hopeful, 
God-centered insights to these core issues of identity, 
belonging and purpose. Recent data from multiple 
Young Life areas showed that of high school students 
that went to outreach camp only, 33% were following 
Jesus three to five years later. Of those that also went 
to Wilderness Ranch, that number increased to 92%.

“We have a suffering Savior, who is 
present with us in this sacred space.”

Here in the San Juan Mountains of southwest Colorado, we provide kids with an opportunity to get away from the distractions 
of the city and encounter God in new ways they can’t back home through wilderness experiences. We currently offer two 
different trips — backpacking and adventure camp. Backpacking trips will spend time hiking through some of the most 
beautiful country in the United States, carrying everything necessary on your shoulders before returning to basecamp. 
Adventure camp trips base out of Wilderness Ranch and experience different day adventures around the area. This newer 
experience provides a unique opportunity for your group to stay in basecamp a little more comfortably than on trail, but still 
enjoy different wilderness activities together. Whichever trip is chosen, whether it be catered as outreach or discipleship 
focused, our guides are prepared to adjust the logistics of the week to meet the individual needs of each group as every trip is 
different. And every trip will be relationally focused, enjoying quiet times, life stories, Bible studies, group discussions and of 
course a few surprises along the way!

ADVENTURE CAMPING IN COLORADO

“Therefore I am now going 
to allure her; I will lead her 

into the wilderness and speak 
tenderly to her.” 
— Hosea 2:14, NIV


