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as we wait



We wait in hope for the Lord ...
Psalm 33:20



Advent is a season focused on waiting – the Latin word literally 

means something new is coming. The dawn of a new and 

better era, it is God stepping into time and space to enter 

our world.

Developing Global Leaders all around the globe are proclaiming 

this great news as they step into the lives of teenagers in their own 

communities. From Africa to Asia, Europe to Latin America and the 

Caribbean, and countries throughout the Former Soviet Union, these 

committed Young Life leaders walk alongside teenagers, introduce 

them to Jesus, love them unconditionally, and share the hope of the 

gospel. They are leaders, they are mentors, they are role models – and 

many of them are the first in their family to go to college.  Thanks to 

DGL sponsors, nearly 500 current DGL students are earning a university 

degree and making a difference in the lives of teenagers.

As you focus your heart on waiting this Advent season, we invite you to 

enjoy this collection of devotions written by  DGL students from around 

the world. We hope their words will allow you to step into their stories 

and gain a more beautiful perspective of God’s gift to the world, his Son, 

Jesus Christ. As you wait, wait with great expectation this season.  

as you wait
• Pray for attentiveness to what truly matters

• Pray for eyes to see the world without borders

• Pray for ears to hear the Lord’s voice 

• Pray for wisdom, discernment, and understanding 

• Pray for the Young Life Developing Global Leaders represented in these pages 
and for the hundreds more around the globe:

     ... that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly (2 Thess. 3:1) 

     ... that they walk in obedience to Him and keep His commands (Deut. 30:16)

     ... that they are thoroughly equipped for every good work  (2 Tim. 3:17)

As you read, remember that many of the devotions have been written in the 
student’s first language then translated into English.

...the Lord longs to be 
gracious to you ... Blessed 
are all who wait for him! 
             – Isaiah 30:18 (NIV)



 

Damaris Njeri
NAIROBI, KENYA

UNIVERSITY 
Jommo Kenyatta of 

Agriculture and Technology

MAJOR 
Mass Communication/Journalism

ANTICIPATED GRADUATION
2022

I would like to be the voice of the girl child in my 
community, highlighting the importance of educating 

girls in my community since most of them are forced into 
marriage after finishing their high school exams.

The Word gave life 
to everything that 
was created, and his 
life brought light to 
everyone.   –John 1:4-5 (NLT)

When I was a child, 
Christmas was the 
day when I might 
receive a new dress 

and a pair of shoes. Also good food 
in plenty would be cooking and this 
was a day we could invite friends. 
We would light and decorate the 
house in different colors and it 
would look so beautiful. This made 
me remember how important light 
can be. 

There is a certain village called 
Rjukan in Norway which is located 
in a valley at the foot of a mountain 
which receives no direct sunlight for 
nearly half the year.  The residents 
had long considered the idea 
of placing mirrors at the top of 
mountains to reflect the sun but 
it wasn’t until 2005 when a group 
of local artists began the mirror 
project and strategically designed 
mountaintop mirrors to reflect 
sunlight to the area below. Later in 
October 2015 the mirrors went into 
action. Residents crowded into town 
square to soak up the reflected 
sunlight.

In a spiritual sense, much of the 
world is like the village of Rjukan. 
Mountains of trouble keep the light 

of Jesus from coming through, but 
God strategically places his children 
to act like reflectors.

“The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome 
it.”  –John 1:5 (NIV)

Just as the sun is good for 
emotional and physical health, so 
exposure to the light of Jesus Christ 
is essential for spiritual health. Every 
believer is in position to reflect light 
into the world’s dark places. We 
should always seek the light first 
so that we can reflect it to those 
around us and the whole world. 

Let us be expectant for the light 
as we wait for Christmas when we 
celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ 
who is the light. Remember that 
light makes everything visible and 
beautiful – allow the light of Jesus 
to shine in your life and into the 
lives of others.
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He restlessly lay down with an uneasy 
thought on his mind, changing sides 
and hoping to fall asleep. With heavy 
heart , he sat up and thought to 

himself, “Should I expose her to public disgrace? 
No, I will divorce her quietly.” 

With this consideration, Joseph fell asleep. Little 
did he know that an unprecedented event was 
going to take place in the history of humanity. 
This event was going to change not just one life 
but many lives.  

While he slept, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and told him not to be afraid 
and to take Mary as his wife because she has 
conceived from the Holy Spirit.  When Joseph 
woke up, he adhered to what the angel said. 
Without any second thought he offered his 
service of unselfish obedience and worship to 
God. 

Joseph’s dedication reminds us of God’s 
faithfulness, goodness and humility that overflows 
through his life.  How beautiful it is to once again 
remember God’s humility to choose a carpenter 
as his earthly father. 

This Christmas let us remember to offer our 
service and obedience to God in private like 
Joseph did inside his room that night. Let us not 
hesitate or fear, but instead let us be encouraged 
and cling to God’s peace and promises.

Lord ...
... we praise you for your loving kindness, humility 
and above all your majesty. Thank you for giving us 
‘YOU’. We cannot have anything better than You. 
We love you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Jubilee
SOUTH ASIA

UNIVERSITY 
Undisclosed for safety

MAJOR 
Education

GRADUATION
2021

My love for teaching 
has encouraged me 
to choose this field of 
study. I hope to be a 
good teacher and make 
a change in the lives of 
children in South Asia. I 
want to teach them and 
show them the value of 
education.

... behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you shall call 
his name Jesus ...”   
   –Matthew 1:20-21 (ESV)
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Simo Mamba
MANZINI, ESWATINI

UNIVERSITY 
Euro Africa Campus

MAJOR 
Multimedia Communication

ANTICIPATED GRADUATION
March 2022

I chose the field of multimedia because of the passion I 
have for filming and photography. I wish to be a movie 
director and own an art school one day, because we do 
not have any in my country. I am hoping this will bring 
change in my community.

“Thy Word is 
a lamp unto 
my feet and a 
light unto my 
path.”  –Psalm 119:105

A servant of God once 
shared Psalm 119 with 
me and I knew that I was 
going to get to share it 

with someone else some day; I’m 
glad that today is the day I can 
share with you. 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path.”  – Psalm 
119:105

What is your guide for daily living?  
Are you guided by emotions or 
human counsel? What about God’s 
Word? Where do you apply it in 
your life?   

King David depended upon God 
and achieved a lot. You and I 
can achieve a lot if we depend 
on the Word of God as a lamp. 
It has been said many times that 
life is a journey, and as we walk 
this path we need God to walk 
with us because when we walk in 
the light of His Word we shall not 
stumble. The light of His Word 
will enlighten our way all the time 
as we walk therein. That means 
reading the Word consistently so 
as not to lose the way. I praise 
God for His Word. I cannot express 
sufficiently  how much He means to 
me. I am so grateful and thankful 
for His wonderful salvation He has 
provided through Jesus Christ. Let 
us learn to be thankful to be alive 
and healthy, having opportunity to 
continue doing His ministry.

Simo’s prayer in his first 
language, Siswati, the official 
language of Eswatini: 

Babe Loyingcwele siyabonga 
kusigcina nalamuhla, nemindeni 
kanye nebangani betfu. Siyacondza 
kutsi loku kungumusa Simakadze 
lositsandzako. Siyacela kutsi keBabe 
umsebenti wakho wekushumayela 
livi lakho akhone kuchubeka, 
futsi kenanasi sikhwama sakaDGL 
sichubeke sikhule site sisite labanye 
labanyenti labadzingile. Busisa nabo 
bonkhe labafake sandla kunangu 
msebenti walesikhwama. ngegama 
likaJesu Krestu, Amen.

Translation:

Holy Father, thank you for keeping us 
today, with our families and friends. 
We understand that this is a loving 
provision from You. Father, may 
your work of your Word in our lives 
continue, and may DGL continue to 
grow and help many more in need. 
Bless all the sponsors who have 
contributed. In the name of Jesus 
Christ, Amen.
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I chose this field of social work because I can work with people, 
which is exactly what attracts and motivates me – a job where I 

can be with people and help them through difficulties and crises. 
I know how important the presence of another human being is, 

especially when things aren’t easy, so I believe this is a beautiful 
mission worth undertaking.

All this took place to 
fulfill what the Lord 
had said through the 
prophet: “The virgin 
will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and 
they will call him 
Immanuel” (which 
means “God with us”).     
–Matthew 1:22-24 (NIV)

God with us. This phrase is life-changing. When I 
think about the fact that the highest, greatest, most beautiful God 

chose to take on human form, and a tiny baby at that, I marvel. That 
God wanted and every day wants to be so close to us – wants to be 
with us – is something absolutely incredible. And the beauty of this 
act is that we ourselves can decide whether we want to accept this 
God, get to know Him, build a relationship with Him or not. 

Advent is precisely the time when we can ask ourselves such 
questions. It is worth not focusing only on preparing houses, gifts or 
costumes, and a little more emphasis on our interior selves. Open 
your heart to His voice, to His movements and inspirations. 

The fact that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us is joyful 
news which changes the perspective on life! Maybe someone 

close to you needs to hear it? Or maybe you yourself feel that 
you need to rethink who God is for you and what it actually 

means to you that He wants to be in your life? He is 
waiting for my answer and yours, I think it is worth 

giving it! Let us prepare our hearts for the coming 
of the baby Jesus! (Translated from Polish)

Zofia Nowakowska
POZNAŃ, POLAND

UNIVERSITY 
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań

MAJOR 
Dialogue and Social Counseling

ANTICIPATED GRADUATION
2022
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Translated from Spanish

Do we trust? That question confronts us 
every day, from the moment we wake up 
to the moment we go to sleep. Because 
trust means rest and rest means trust. 

 
Consider this: You wouldn’t place your Christmas tree 
on a stand that is missing a leg nor would you ask 
someone who is always late to bring snacks for the 
Christmas party. 
 
Whether we realize it or not, we are constantly 
evaluating the reliability of the things and the people 
around us. We do the same in our relationship with 
God, subtly negotiating how much we will entrust 
to him. Whether it’s our finances, relationships, 
hidden wounds, or future dreams, we evaluate God’s 
faithfulness in the past to determine whether or not 
we can trust Him in our present. 

But it seems that in the midst of this Christmas 
activity our trust or mistrust becomes more apparent. 
As we fill ourselves with Christmas cookies and cakes 
do we remember to trust that Jesus is the Bread of 
Life that satisfies our deepest desires? Do we worry 
about our prodigal son or do we trust that Jesus 
is the Good Shepherd who brings home the lost 
sheep? Do we try to create the perfect Christmas or 
trust that Jesus is the Holy One of God who makes us 
perfect. 

Every moment is a new opportunity to trust God’s 

Macarena Acosta
CORRIENTES, ARGENTINA

UNIVERSITY 
Universidad Nacional 
de Ciencias Exacta

MAJOR 
Business Administration

ANTICIPATED GRADUATION
2024

“Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I 
bring you good news that will 
bring great joy to all people.”  
                                      –Luke 2:10 (NLT)

faithfulness in a million little ways, and it all starts with learning to rest. What 
if instead of rushing through our busy days, we started each morning with the 
simple practice of rest? As the psalmist does, let us instruct our souls to find rest 
in Him alone:   to remember His works and goodness, to express our desperate 
need for Him, to calm our minds and hearts in His presence, and to declare our 
trust in His faithfulness. 
 
Children love Christmas because they know they are going to receive 
something. Let’s think for a moment about what Jesus came to give us – He 
came into the world as a helpless baby, that holy, silent night, to bring calm, 
peace, love, salvation, the forgiveness of our sins, the supreme honor of being 
called the children of God.  All of that was wrapped in his humble swaddling 
clothes. Marvelous!!  
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I chose this career to help 
entrepreneurs, small businesses, 
and organizations of my country 

with finances. I also hope to provide 
strategies and ideas for the budgets 

in my local Young Life. 



I’m passionate about community 
growth and sustainable solutions. 
Being raised in unstable community 
motivated me to initiate an 
educational empowerment program 
that tutors children as well as raising 
them spiritually so that they can grow 
to become true witnesses of Christ in 
their future respective fields.

day   living in the shadow of death a 
light has dawned” (Matthew 4:16). 
John says: “The true light that gives 
light to everyone was coming to 
the world. He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize 
him”(John 1:9-11).

The world may be filled with 
darkness – violence, injustice, abuse 
of power, homelessness, refugees 
fleeing wars, families ripped apart 
and bottomless grief – but the 
Christmas message is clear, Jesus 
Christ has brought light to save us; 
indeed, He is the Light (John 8:12).

There is hope. 

During this advent season my prayer 
is that the Light of Christ will shine 
on every lost soul struggling to find 
their path and reason of living. I pray 
that they will find hope within only 
Christ.

I grew up in the slum with no 
electricity until I was in grade 7. 
Life at night was marred with 
emptiness – void and dark. All 

that we could hear were dogs barking 
in the distance. When electricity 
was installed, the light brought a 
sense of life, truth and beauty. There 
was a sudden renewal of hope and 
confidence.

Christmas season is the appearance 
of lights and radiance everywhere. It 
contains spiritual truth that the world 
is a dark place and we will never find 
our way or see reality unless Jesus is 
our Light. 

Matthew, quoting Isaiah 9:1-2, tells 
us “the people living in the darkness 
have seen a great light; on those 

David Otieno 
NAIROBI, KENYA

UNIVERSITY 
Kenyatta University

MAJOR 
Tourism Management

GRADUATED
2016

“The people 
living in the 
darkness have 
seen a great light; 
on those living 
in the shadow of 
death a light has 
dawned”
 
– Matthew 4:16 (NIV)
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David Caceres
PUYO, ECUADOR

UNIVERSITY 
Universidad Técnica de Ambato

MAJOR 
Health and Physical Education

ANTICIPATED GRADUATION
2024

Since I was little I have always enjoyed sports. Now I am 
studying to be a physical education teacher; I want to be the 

kind of teacher that impacts students’ lives.

She wrapped 
him in cloths and 
placed him in a 
manger ... 
– Luke 2:6 (NIV)

Translated from Spanish

I love the simple things about 
the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. 
We can learn so much from the 
simplest things in the story: the 

manger.

It was a time when José (Joseph) 
had so many doubts and María 
(Mary) had much emotion to meet 
her son. The manger was certainly 
not the most comfortable or the 
most beautiful place, but it is the 
place God chose for our Savior to 
be born. 

What challenges me? Sometimes 
as children of God we look for the 
thing we think is the perfect thing. 
We get upset when we don’t get 
the job we are hoping for, or the 
position or the promotion at work 
or in ministry. Some people are 
not happy with the family God has 
placed them in. 

But the manger– the place to hold 
the baby Jesus – reminds me that 
God holds His perfect plan for me 
and for you. Sometimes the simple 
things or the least expected places 
are what God wants to use to make 
a great impact through our lives.  

David’s prayer in his first 
language Spanish

Amado papa estoy feliz de que me 
recuerdes lo importante que es la 
sencilles para ti, no buscastes un gran 
lugar para que tu hijo Jesus naciera, 
Maria no se complico la vida en dar 
a luz en un sencillo pesebre y aveces 
nosotros queremos lo perfecto, 
gracias por recordarnos que con 
cosas sencillas puedes lograr grandes 
cosas, quiero agradecerte por el gran 
amor que tienes por nosotros y por 
dejarnos tan buenas enseñanzas con 
tu amado hijo. Amen

Translation

Beloved Father, I am happy that you 
remind me how important simple is 
for you, you did not look for a great 
place for your son Jesus to be born, 
Maria did not complicate life in 
giving birth in a simple manger and 
sometimes we want the perfect thing. 
Thank you for reminding us that with 
simple things you can achieve great 
things, I want to thank you for the 
great love you have for us and for 
leaving us such good teachings with 
your beloved Son. Amen

day   | 07



God, your God, 
is above all a 
compassionate 
God. In the 
end he will not 
abandon you... 
       
–Deuteronomy 4:31 (The Message)

Ciza Mudekereza Clarisse
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

UNIVERSITY 
Univerisité Officiel De Bukavu

MAJOR 
Economic Science and Business Administration

ANTICIPATED GRADUATION
2023

Translated from French:  When I was still so small I lost my father and I was 
left with a great void. When I was 19, I also lost my mother. That day I saw 
my world crumble. I started looking for a new love to fill my heart but then I 
realized that the love that I must seek is the Divine love of God. Apart from 
Him, I would live in the dark with an empty hole filling my heart. But God who 
is love, who is the one in Genesis 2:7 who breathes life into us, He will never 
abandon me. 

Ciza’s prayer in her first 
language French

Je me présente devant Toi  
Seigneur,  Je me présente devant 
toi comme une maison vide, 
une  maison qui attend, une 
maison bien pauvre.  Loué sois-tu 
Seigneur pour cette pauvreté! 
Si mon plafond est défoncé, il 
peut laisser filtrer la lumière, 
si mes murs sont délabrés, ils 
peuvent laisser  passer ton 
souffle, si ma maison est vide, 
elle peut  f’accueillir.  Seigneur, 
Voici ma maison.  Je te l’offre 
avec sa pauvreté, remplis-la de 
ta présence.  Toi, le Dieu qui 
pardonne, tu ne dis pas “Faites 
le ménage et je viendrail Non, tu 
viens chez moi et mon désordre 
ne te fait pas peur.  Viens 
Seigneur, depuis si longtemps 
ma maison t’attend.  Elle sera 
toujours vide tant que tu n’y sera 
pas. Maranatha, viens Seigneur 
Jésus! Nous attendons ta venue 
pour que tu viennes y habiter.

Désormais, la joie céleste nous 
habite.

Translation

I present myself before You Lord, I 
present myself before you like an 
empty house, a waiting house, a 
very poor house. Praised be you 
Lord for this poverty! If my ceiling 
is smashed, it can let light filter 
in, if my walls are dilapidated, 
they can let your breath pass, 
if my house is empty, it can 
accommodate you. Lord, this is 
my house. I offer it to you with its 
poverty, fill it with your presence. 
You, the forgiving God, do not 
say “Clean up and I will come.” 
No, you come to my house and 
my mess does not scare you. 
Come Lord, my house has been 
waiting for you for so long. It will 
be empty until you are there. 
Maranatha, come Lord Jesus! We 
are waiting for your coming, for 
you to come and live in us.

Heavenly joy now lives in us!
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Let the peace 
of Christ 
rule in your 
hearts ... And 
be thankful. 
– Colossians 3:15 (NIV)

Prayer in Sara’s first language, Albanian

Lutem qe Perendia ne kete sezon Krishtlindjesh 
te sjelli ngrohtesi ne zemrat tona per te arritur 
te kemi Jo vetem dashuri per Jezusin por edhe 
per te afermin tone.Muaji I krishtlindjeve merr 
nje kuptim tjeter kur sheh syte e njerzve teksa 
festojne por eshte gezimi me I madh per te 
ditur arsyen pse festojne ne fakt edhe kete vit 
dukeqene se ka qene me shume sfida lutem qe 
do jemi gati per te pergatitur zemrat tone drejt 
rugetimit te gjate me Jezusin.

Translation
I pray that God in this Christmas season will 
bring warmth to our hearts to be able to 
have love for Jesus and also for our neighbor. 
Christmas month takes on more meaning when 
you see people’s eyes as they celebrate. It is 
the greatest joy to know the reason why we 
celebrate, especially since this year has been 
challenging. Let’s be ready to prepare our 
hearts for the long-awaited journey with Jesus.

group. No matter what makes it to 
your list, ask God to remind you that 
He really is with you in those areas. 

At Christmastime, the word “peace” 
is everywhere. It’s on holiday signs, 
in Christmas songs, on Christmas 
cards, and in holiday decorations. 
But the truth is, often times the 
Christmas season is filled with, well, 
the opposite of peace. Just one 
glance at social media or the local 
news can remind us of all the ways 
that comparison, anger, frustration, 
and busyness are everywhere during 
the holiday season – not peace. 

In the midst of a hectic Christmas 
season, as Jesus followers, we’re 
called to not just sing about peace 
or send a card with peace written on 
it. We’re called to live it out. 

What better time than Christmas to 
rise above the comparison, anger, 
busyness, and everything else, 
and embrace God’s call to peace? 
Who in your life – a friend, parent, 
stepparent, or sibling – could use 
a little peace right now? Today, 
get creative and look for one way 
to bring a little peace to their 
Christmas. 

S ometimes we have to do 
difficult things alone. It’s 
just the nature of life. That 
might mean walking into an 

event alone or having to take care of 
overwhelming family responsibilities 
by yourself.  Whatever it is, we all 
know what it feels like to wish we 
had someone to help us get through 
something. Well, that’s exactly who 
Jesus is! His name means God WITH 
us. At that first Christmas, Jesus 
showed up so that we would never 
have to face anything alone ever 
again. 

Today, make a list of the areas you 
maybe feel a little alone right now. 
Maybe you feel alone in a tough 
family situation, in a difficult class, 
on your team, or even in your youth 

Sara Tuslluku
TIRANA, ALBANIA

UNIVERSITY 
Europian University of Tirana

MAJOR 
Social Science/Psychology

ANTICIPATED GRADUATION
2024
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Life is hard and sometimes 
disorients us. But learning to pause, 
to be still, makes us more attentive 
to God’s voice. Being still can 
actually open our eyes to what the 
Lord has in store for us. 

The story of Joseph, 
Jesus’ earthly father, 
could be one of the most 
underrated stories in the 

Bible. Maybe it is because Joseph 
is only mentioned once in the 
gospels. I find his story and the role 
he played particularly momentous 
and important. 

Here is a man who is about to 
get into a lifelong commitment 
to a woman, which would be the 
equivalent of paying the bride price 
in African culture, then getting the 
worst nightmare of any man who is 
getting ready to marry. His fiancé  ... 
SHE IS PREGNANT. What exactly 
went through Joseph’s mind? 

One thing I like about that story is 
how it speaks of Joseph “thinking 
deeply on the things” that he was 
experiencing.  Although living in a 
time in which women could have 
been stoned for such things, with 
no one shedding a tear, Joseph 
displayed an unbelievable sober 
mindedness, grace and wisdom to 
BE STILL and WAIT. 

He could have acted impulsively 
and in the moment giving in to his 
emotions of anger and betrayal. 
But he chose not to, and not to 
make Mary a public example. We 
can learn from Joseph’s character in 
how he acted in times of distress. 

Thomas’ prayer in Zulu

Nkosi, Wena Nkosi elungileyo. Baba 
ngiyananzela ukuba impilo inzima 
ngakho kunengi ukungasiphambanisa 
sisuke sidideka ingcondo. Nkosi 
sukhumbuze nxa kumele sime mpo, 
simelele inkokheli yakho, lanxa 
kungabe kusinzimela. Ngegama 
likaJesu, AMEN.

Translation

Lord; You are the good Lord. Father 
I realize that life is hard so there is so 
much to confuse us we are confused. 
Lord, remind us when we have to 
stand upright, to stand up even when 
it is difficult. In Jesus’ name, AMEN.

Thomas Mbiba
BULAWAYO, ZIMBABWE

UNIVERSITY 
Midlands State University

MAJOR 
Psychology

GRADUATED
2021

I am passionate about my field of Psychology because I have always felt that for 
a long time, mental health care was given little attention, if not ignored entirely, 
in my country. When we factor in just how Zimbabwe has been ravaged by one 
crisis after another for the past two decades, the mental health trauma and toll has 
been catastrophic. I honestly feel that this degree will help me make an important 
difference in the lives of many Zimbabweans.

The fruit of that 
righteousness will 
be peace; its effect 
will be quietness 
and confidence 
forever.  – Isaiah 32:17 (NIV)

day   | 10



The manger shows us that he came 
to earth in a very humble way as a 
baby boy.  A manger is something 
that connects long arched irons that 
water horses, cattle, camels, sheep 
and goats in Mongolia. This is not 
for children, to say the least. The 
long-awaited Savior was not born 
in a high-class hospital, but in a 
manger. 

This says one thing very clearly: 
God who does not reject the 
manger will never reject you. And 
he will never leave you.  Yes, the 
Almighty God humbly came to this 
world as a little child and showed 
me that He would never reject me, 
that He did not leave me. This is 
what Christ Jesus has made clear in 
my heart.  

If Young Life hadn’t introduced me 
to Jesus, I wouldn’t have known 
why He was born, who He was born 
for, and that He will never reject me. 
That’s why I want to celebrate this 
wonderful holiday with more and 
more Mongolian teenagers. I want 
them to know that He will never 
reject them. 

Thank you for your support in this 
wonderful work, and I hope that you 
will continue to help and build with 
more fire. 

Translated from Mongolian

Happy Christmas to you! 
Yes, it is a celebration 
of unparalleled joy. Not 
everyone celebrates 

Christmas in Mongolia, but as time 
goes on, more and more people 
share this joy together.  

Have you ever felt rejected? As for 
me, I felt rejected by others, but I 
think I despised myself even more. 
That’s how it felt when my dad left 
us. As a teenage girl, my father’s 
departure made me think, “He 
rejected me.” When I was a little 
older, I often thought to myself, 
“I’m the reason my parents broke 
up.” If my mother hadn’t given birth 
to me, she wouldn’t have gained 
weight and lost her beauty. I always 
compared myself to others and felt 
less than them. 

So, I worked hard and learned a lot 
about art and sports in hopes that 
I wouldn’t be rejected by others. 
It was never enough.  But what 
happened was that a wonderful 
little boy saved me. It was a little 
boy who healed my emotional 
wounds and feelings of self-
loathing:  Baby Jesus. A little boy, in 
the flesh, came to heal the invisible 
wounds I had always felt.  

Batjargal Maralmaa
ULAANBAATAR, MONGOLIA
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MAJOR 
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... You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths 
and lying in a manger.     
                      – Luke 2:12 (NIV)

Maralmaa’s prayer in her first language, Mongolian.

Баярлалаа бидний хайртай Эзэн минь. Бидний төлөө энэ хорвоод хүмүүн бие 

болон нярай бяцхан хүү болж даруугаар мэндэлсний төлөө тандаа маш их 

талархаж байна.  Өсвөр насны хүүхэд нэг бүрийн төлөө биднийг ашиглаж 

байгаад баярлалаа Есүс ээ. Биднийг өшөө олон өсвөр насныханд Таны хайрыг 

харуулж, мэдрүүлэхэд туслаач.  Таны төлөө үйлчилж буй, дэмжин туслаж 

буй бүхий гайхалтай хүмүүсийн дээр таны бялхам ивээл, ерөөл дүүрэн байх 

болтугай! 

Translation

Thank you, our beloved Lord. Thank you so much for your humble birth as a human 
being – a baby boy to this world. Thank you, Jesus, for every teenager. Help us show 
and feel your love for more teenagers. May your grace and blessings be upon the 
wonderful people who serve and support You! 
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Son Jesus (Isaiah 9: 2, 6).  When 
Jesus Christ arrived on earth, angels 
illuminated the souls of a group of 
simple shepherds to announce the 
birth of Christ. Some wise men from 
the East approached the house of 
the child Jesus, and they too were 
guided by light, a star in the sky 
(Matthew 2: 1-11). When Jesus 
Christ began his ministry preaching 
about the Kingdom of God, He 
perfectly fulfilled the prophecy 
regarding the presence of the 
promised Son in Isaiah, declaring 
that he is the “light of the world” 
(John 8:12).  

Christmas is about celebrating 
“The true light, which gives light to 
everyone.” The Lord came to bring 
light and life where there was only 
darkness and death. Jesus Christ 
continues to bring light to lost souls 
that, by faith, receive Him as Savior.

Translated from Spanish

The night of a strong storm 
on my grandparents’ farm 
remains in my memory 
forever. There was no 

electricity service, no drinking 
water, no basic services. I woke up 
in the midst of the storm ... it was 
very dark and I was terribly thirsty.  
Without a flashlight and using 
only my hands to guide me along 
the walls, I walked to the kitchen 
quietly. There I found a cup, but 
there was no water. I made my way 
through the dark to the front of the 
house to reach out and catch some 
of the rain water pouring off the 
roof. Such was my thirst and such 
was my need that I dared to do 
all this trip to satisfy my thirst. But 
what I needed first was light.

In the time of the prophet Isaiah 
there was also thirst and darkness, 
but the spiritual kind. God had 
promised to bring light to His 
people, and this light would come 
directly with the presence of His 

“I am the light of 
the world. Whoever 
follows me will 
never walk in 
darkness, but will 
have the light of 
life.” – John 8:12 (ESV)

Katherine’s prayer in her first language, Spanish.
Señor Jesús, gracias por traer luz a este mundo perdido en las tinieblas, ayúdanos 
a llevar el mensaje que ilumina el alma de aquellos que esperan ver tu luz. Porque 
un niño nos nace: El propósito de la venida de Cristo fue para “nosotros” para el 
beneficio de todos aquellos que lo aceptan como su Señor y Salvador. Isaías vio la 
oscuridad y la tristeza de la nación, y también vio al hijo que nacería para quitar esa 
oscuridad e iluminar al mundo. 

Translation

Lord Jesus, thank you for bringing light to this world lost in darkness. Help us to 
carry the message that enlightens the soul of those who hope to see your light. 
Because a child is born to us:  The purpose of Christ’s coming was for “us,” for the 
benefit of all those who accept him as Lord and Savior. Isaiah saw the darkness and 
sadness of the nation, and he also saw the Son who would be born to remove that 
darkness, and enlighten the world.  
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grateful for my ministry with teens 
in my community, including teenage 
moms involved with Young Lives.

Now, with the help of the 
Developing Global Leaders 
scholarship, I will be the first in my 
family to attend a university. I am 
pursuing a degree in information 
technology at Addis Ababa Medical 
College.  My priorities include 
working diligently in my studies, 
growing deeper in my faith, and 
being an encouraging support to the 
people God places in my life.

M y name is Mita short for 
Mihret and I live with my 
mom and three siblings 
in the rural, farming town 

of Ziway, Ethiopia. We have struggled 
as a family to meet basic needs 
since the death of my father. I was 
very close to him as a child and was 
heartbroken by his passing.

For as long as I can remember, I have 
grown up in the house of God. God 
has been my Rock, especially as I 
navigated losing my dad. In the midst 
of facing many challenges, I have 
come to realize that apart from Jesus I 
will never experience the peace I long 
for. I have relied heavily on my church 
family and found great purpose in 
serving in the choir and the youth 
program. As a Young Life leader, I am 

Surely your 
goodness 
and love will 
follow me all 
the days of my 
life ... 

– Psalm 23:6a (ESV)

Mihret  Tamirat
ZIWAY, ETHIOPIA
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Translation

We are separated from the way of God but through the birth 
of Jesus Christ is a transition for us from death to life. Thank 
you so much for your protection, kindness and mercy. Thanks 
be to God for allowing me to live my life. You made me to 
worship. I bless your name. You gave me eternal life. I always 
trust you. You died for me, you humiliated yourself, you 
saved me, my Lord. Thank you. 

Mita’s prayer in her first language, Amarhic
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...he will bless 
those who fear 
the Lord— 
small and 
great alike. 
– Psalm 115:13 (NIV)

Everyone is important to 
God, especially shepherds.  
When I was 7 years old, 
my parents bought us a 

large globe. Now, remembering, I 
understand that the globe was not 
so big, it’s just that impressions of 
different details remain much more 
in childhood.  I would look at the 
globe for hours not understanding 
how God can be everywhere at the 
same time and pay attention to 
such simple people as me. 

Every year our parents told us 
the Christmas story. I listened 
attentively to this story, despite the 
fact that I simply did not understand 
some things and did not fully realize 
the importance of the event.  But 
at one point, two important facts 
collided in my head: 
1. The world is very, very big 
2. The moment of Christ’s birth is 
the most important event in the 
universe, and despite the greatness 
of this event, God surprises us 
through simple shepherds. 

By our human standards, they were 
ordinary residents. They were not 
scientists or temple servants, just 
shepherds. But despite this, God 

made a great gift for them – God 
sent an angel who told them the 
news in a huge way. 

And suddenly there appeared with 
the angel a numerous army of 
heaven, praising God and crying: 
Glory to God in the highest, and 
peace on earth, good will among 
men!  – Luke 2:13-14

There are a lot of people who, by 
our human standards, are “big” 
people. But God comes to ordinary 
people just as he appeared to the 
shepherds. The great God who 
created heaven, earth, and the 
universe, who sent his son to our 
land – He sent angel ambassadors 
of heaven to share the news with 
simple shepherds. After all, this 
means that each of us is important 
to Him, no matter what social or 
ethnic status we have here on earth, 
God looks at us differently and is 
ready to reveal to us such great 
truths. 

And now, at the moment of Advent, 
we can come to Him again and 
again with gratitude for the fact 
that it does not matter to Him who 
we are at home, at work, in church, 
because no matter how the world 
looks at me, I am valuable to God!

Translated from Russian

day   

Gerbert’s prayer in his first language Russian

Дорогой мой любящий отец, я Благодарен тебе 
за то что ты отдал своего сына на эту грешную 
землю, и все это ради меня лично, и это было 
для лично каждого человека который живет 
здесь на земле, вне зависимости от того как 
меня видит этот мир, ты смотришь на меня 
по другому, и ты видишь во мне ценность. 
В эти дни адвента давай мне еще более по 
особенному ценить твой подарок который ты 
послал нам

Translation

My dear loving Father, I am grateful to you for giving 
your Son to this sinful earth, and all this for me 
personally, and personally for each person who lives 
here on earth. Regardless of how this world sees me, 
You look at me differently, and You see value in me. 
On these Advent days, let me appreciate even more 
especially your gift that you sent us more than 2000 
years ago.
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You are the light 
of the world. A 
town built on a 
hill cannot be 
hidden. – Matthew 5:14 (NIV)

A family tradition we have 
every year is untangling 
the Christmas lights to 
go on our Christmas tree. 

Most years we end up buying a new 
set of lights because even though 
they have been sitting idle for 11 
months in a neat bundle in a safe 
and secure box, they don’t light up 
... one of life’s greatest mysteries in 
my opinion. 

It can get very frustrating when you 
are trying to untangle the lights to 
find out that they flicker once and 
then never light again.  

In our homes, communities, and 
countries, there are struggles from 
this harsh earthly life we are all 
wading through. And as Christians 
– believers in Christ – we carry 
light through all the frustration and 
darkness. But let’s be sure we don’t 
just flicker once. We have a hope 
that carries us through grief and 
hardship and when magnified by 
the holiday season, we have the 
light of life.

In Biblical times and even now, 
Jewish tradition calls for lighting 
up the city of Jerusalem during 
festivals. Around the world, 
especially at Christmastime, lights 
are everywhere. Candlelight is often 
thought of as a reminder of God’s 
divine presence. Light signifies 
joy. Isaiah spoke of the Messiah 
that would be a light for all the 

nations. As the pillar of light led 
the Israelites through the desert at 
night, so Jesus leads us through the 
darkness of this world. And when 
we follow Him, we have the “light 
of life.” 

Following Christ leads others to 
Him, because the change in us 
beams out noticeably. I pray that 
this Christmas, Jesus reveals to you 
His light of life. I pray that it will be 
transforming in your life that so your 
homes, communities and countries 
can be transformed as well.
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Translated from Spanish

In general, I really like to talk and I used to 
love to share my opinion with other people. 
When I was praying, I did the same. I talked 
and talked, naming my requests and even 

talking about the things I was grateful for. But I 
realized that I didn’t take time to listen to God´s 
voice and what He was telling me.  

I began to realize the importance of hearing what 
God wants to say to us. I was reminded about 
this in the story of Zechariah in the first chapter 
of Luke. Zechariah was so focused on the things 
he wanted to say he didn´t realize the amazing 
things that God was telling him through the 
angel, Gabriel.  As a result, he was muted. 

The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in 
the presence of God, and I have been sent to 
speak to you and to tell you this good news. 
And now you will be silent and not able to speak 
until the day this happens, because you did not 
believe my words, which will come true at their 
appointed time.” Luke 2:19-20. 

Mary experienced a similar situation of being 
visited by an angel. The difference was in her 
response. Instead of talking, she took the posture 
to listen to what God was saying to her. 

Sometimes this happens to us ... God wants to 
talk to us in a thousand ways, but we just focus 
on asking, talking, and questioning and we don´t 
take a time to listen. Let’s be like Mary and take a 
posture of listening because God is speaking to 
us and wants to bless us.

Praying by listening is a powerful prayer. 

Elias Hernandez
PUEBLA, MEXICO

UNIVERSITY 
Technological Institute of Puebla

MAJOR 
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Elias’ prayer in his first 
language, Spanish

Dios, ayudanos a escuchar tu voz, 
ayudanos a no enfocarnos en lo que 
queremos decir o en lo que queremos 
para nuestras vidas, ayudanos a 
poder escuchar lo que tu tienes para 
nosotros, y ayudanos a someternos y 
alinearnos a tu voz, siguiendo lo que 
nos dices y no dudando de las cosas 
que no vas a dar, sigue habitando en 
nosotros, enseñanos a escuchar y ser 
pacientes para esperar las maravillas 
de tu santa voluntad, oramos en tu 
nombre, pidiendo tu voz a nuestras 
vidas, dandonos el honor de seguir 
tu voluntad, en el nombre de Jesus, 
pedimos esto. Amen.

Translation

God, help us to listen to your voice. 
Help us not to focus on what we 
want to say or what we want for our 
lives, but help us to listen to what you 
have for us. Help us submit and align 
ourselves with your voice, following 
what you tell us and not doubting 
the things that you are not going to 
give. Continue to dwell in us, teach 
us to listen and be patient to wait 
for the wonders of your holy will, we 
pray in your name, asking for your 
voice in our lives, giving us the honor 
of following your will, in the name of 
Jesus, we ask this. Amen.

I really like the business world and I am 
good at math. I chose this field because 
I love being an innovator and creating 
new things. I actually already use my math 
skills in ministry, helping with statistics and 
other things. I’m enjoying developing my 
skills in business and also in engineering.

Come, my children, 
listen to me... –Psalm 34:11 (NIV)
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I have always had something in my heart for kids with disabilities and 
a desire to help them, so that is the reason I have chosen my field of 
study. The skills I am learning I can use to improve in my ministry and 
when I am a professional in the future.

Jesus said, “Let the 
little children come 
to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the 
kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as 
these.”  
        –Matthew 19:14 (NIV)
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Translated from Ukrainian 

The year is coming to an end which means that 
soon there will be the most beloved holidays of childhood. 

As a child, I did not think about the meaning of Christmas at 
all. But now I know with certainty that it is a miracle. Another 

miracle I am observing every day are children with disabilities - 
the most ordinary, but wonderful people at the same time. Their 

hearts are so tender and open to God. 

At this time of year for the kids of Capernaum, we throw a 
birthday party for Jesus. They can hardly wait for the celebration. 
We sit down, turn on the wallpaper of the fireplace on a big 
screen, and tell them stories about Jesus. We gently point their 
hearts and minds to Jesus. 

The prayer that I pray for our children from Capernaum 
Nikolaev Ukraine is this:  Dear Daddy, Heavenly Father, thank 
you for your love and mercy to us. I ask you to take care of us 

and our hearts, prepare us to hear You during Advent and 
Christmas. Fill our hearts and homes with your love and 

joy. Let us all celebrate Your Birth together as a big 
family. We love you, Amen.
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as a critical element. As we wait 
for Jesus Christ’s return, we do not 
sleep neither do we sit and relax; 
it is the time we use to amend 
our paths so that they lead us to 
the proper meeting point with 
Jesus when he comes. We wait, 
seeking the guidance of the Lord, 
forgiveness of sins and the granting 
of eternal life. 

As Paul and Silas waited for 
the Holy Spirit to free them, 
they ecstatically sang till chains 
broke from them. Job waited, 
in excruciating anguish, for the 
restoration of his wealth whilst 
proclaiming his everlasting 

W atching is different 
from looking at 
something because 
watching entails 

actively looking at something, seeing 
it and perceiving. Waiting must be 
active rather than passive. So one 
has to be waiting with full undiluted 
attention so that when Jesus comes, 
we shall see and perceive that he 
is the Saviour and above all, that 
we shall be worthy of his promises. 
Hence, waiting is an active process 
that is now more fundamental than 
ever. 

Many times we are so glued and 
focused unto the destination we are 
headed for, we blatantly fail to trust 
the process towards reaching such 
goals. This process entails waiting 

And he said 
to them, “My 
soul is very 
sorrowful, 
even to death; 
remain here, 
and watch.” 

– Matthew 26:38 (ESV) 

Elvis Msipa
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GRADUATED
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With my history degree I want to share 
knowledge with students as I will be 
teaching them to think critically and to 
improve the pass rate in schools within 
my area and country.

| 13
allegiance to Jehovah. Jesus 
himself waited for his hour of 
death engaged in powerful 
prayer sessions. Who then are 
we, brethren, to wait for Jesus 
passively? 
  
We wait for our food to cook, our 
fruits to ripen and our kids to grow. 
In that waiting process, we regulate 
the heat of the stove, we water the 
fruit trees and vigilantly watch over 
our kids. This active attention to 

Elvis’ prayer in Shona, one of three official languages 
in Zimbabwe 

Kuna Ishe Baba varikumusoro kudenga toda kukutendai 
nechipo chehupenyu chamotipa misi nenguva. Dzinongori 
nyasha dzenyu misi nenguva dzamotiitira nekutigonesa. 
Tungamirirai vose vakabetsera mudzorere pose 
pakatapudzwa, tinonamatira hutano nerudo zvinobva 
kwamuri. Amen

Translation

To the Lord our Father in heaven we would like to thank you 
for the gift of life that you have given us day by day. It’s just 
your grace the days and times that you’ve done for us and 
enabled us. Guide all those who helped and restore what was 
lost, we pray for health and love from you. Amen.

the current process for a brighter 
destination is the posture we need 
to assume for a fruitful encounter 
with the Son of God when he 
comes.   

Therefore, how shall we watch and 
pray?
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Though the mountains 
move and the hills shake, 
my love will not be 
removed from you and my 
covenant of peace will not 
be shaken...  – Isaiah 54:10 (CSB)

What characteristics do you most 
want others to see in you?  I would 
like them to see the image of Jesus 
Christ in me. I want them to see me as 
an intelligent, extraordinary person. 
Let them stop seeing that I am just a 
girl. I would like others to see me as 
a strong woman. I would like them to 
be able to see me as a person with 
a good heart and not as a person to 
be used. I have something to offer. 
I would like them to see me as the 
daughter of the living God.
 
What have you learned about 
leadership in your time as a DGL 
student?  As a DGL student, I realize 
that it takes a certain rigor and 
discipline in everything. Now that I 
am doing my internship in a private 
hospital, I am learning to see things 
in a different way. I supervise groups 
of externs. Through this, I am learning 
to teach with love and I also help 
them to believe in themselves and to 
do their best because everyone has 
potential. 

Why did you choose to study 
medicine and how do you plan to 
use your degree? There are a lot 
of people in my country who die 
because they do not have access 
to health care. I would like to be a 
Christian doctor who preaches values   
and institutes treatment through 
prevention. As a student finishing in 
medicine, I serve in the role of nurse 
during Young Life camps in Haiti.

What has God been teaching you 
recently? Lately God has taught me 
how to trust Him in the storms of life. 
He teaches me how to keep calm. 
I believe that’s the most important 
thing in stormy times... calm. Trusting 
God means staying calm, entrusting 
everything to Him and waiting for His 
help. My battle verse is Isaiah 54:10: 
“Even though the mountains were 
moving away, even though the hills 
were shaking, my love will not depart 
from you and my peace covenant 
will not be shaken, says one who has 
compassion on you, Yahweh.”

Who is your hero?  My hero is an 
extraordinary King with a big heart. 
He took me by the hands from where 
I was to make me His daughter. When 
I am too weak to walk, He carries 
me in His arms. He did not look at 
my littleness, at my flaws and my 
weaknesses; He loved me and saved 
me. He’s my hero because no other 
hero loves me like He loves me.

As part of their four-year 
journey, DGL students 
keep a blog of responses   
to questions, personal 

reflections, and share prayer requests 
with their sponsors. June, a DGL 
student in Haiti, has endured many 
hardships including earthquakes and 
ongoing effects of the pandemic. 
Still, she is steadfast and faithful – a 
noteworthy example of how to wait 
upon the Lord.     
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In Bangladesh, only private university students can choose 
their desired subject. Students like me, who are not in 
private universities, are assigned a major. Nevertheless, 
my hope is that I can use this degree for our society and 
community development in the future. But my dream is 
to be a ministry leader. Because I love this sector, I want 
to be motivational leader to the youth in my country and 
help them to meet Jesus. 

When I became a Young Life volunteer, my leader said, 
“You are the change maker.” Now as a DGL student, I am 
believing those words. God has given me the heart and 
vision to reach to the kids who don’t know Him and He is 
using me to share my testimony with them and disciple 
them on how to follow Jesus..

L ight is something that can 
never be hidden and especially at 
Christmastime, the symbol of light is 
all around us. 

Light shone from a certain star at the 
birth of Jesus. There must have been 
at least a little light in the barn at the 
time of his birth. And scripture tells us 
that very bright light shone all around 
when the angels announced the news 
of Christ’s birth. 

Jesus brought light with his birth. 

We are God’s children. He does not 
want us to be enslaved to darkness, 
he has called us children of light in 
Christ Jesus and we are to spread this 
light all over the world. 

So I want that holy light to spread 
through my life. By seeing that light, 
people can understand that the 
purpose of life can be found in Jesus. 

For you 
were once 
darkness, but 
now you are 
light in the 
Lord. Live 
as children 
of light (for 
the fruit of 
the light 
consists in 
all goodness, 
righteousness 
and truth)
 
– Ephesians 5:8-9 (NIV) 
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This time of year, we tend to be a bit distracted 
or stressed with Christmas decorating, 
shopping, and celebrating with family or 
friends and end up missing connecting with 

Christ. 

But every Christmas it is a good point for the process 
of renewing our relationship with God; it is a perfect 
time to review your past year and plan your next one 
together with God. 

He sent His perfect Son to be born in our sinful world 
to restore His relationship with us. 

Can you imagine how important we are?  Look back to 
some real situations in your life where he proved His 
love and care. We must not forget that Lord is faithful 
to His Word.

Dear friend, If you have a long-term difficulty in your 
life or you are coming through some hardships, be 
assured that God sees your battle. He has a plan for 
you. 

My prayer for you this Christmas is for hope to take 
residence in your heart. Hold on to God’s promises! 
Hold on to His Word.

Father ...
Thank You for being a Promise Keeping God. I thank You 
for using the difficult periods of our lives for a higher 
purpose. Thank You, Jesus, that You have shown us 
that incredible things begin in the simplest and most 
insignificant places. Help us to be faithful and patient. 
Amen.

Alisa Magas
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I wait for the 
Lord, my whole 
being waits, 
and in his word 
I put my hope.  
– Psalm 130:5 (NIV)

I have been studying Social Work (Social pedagogy), which 
is very needed in our country; it will definitely open doors 
to ministry. In Young Life, we are standing at the source and 
reaching young people, impacting their lives while they are still 
young. I love our director’s saying, “In order not to work in rehab 
centers afterwards, we need to work with teenagers now.” 
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Lee Andrew Yasi
CEBU, PHILIPPINES

UNIVERSITY 
Negros Oriental State University 

MAJOR 
Mechanical Engineering

ANTICIPATED GRADUATION
2022

...being confident of this, 
that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day 
of Christ Jesus.  – Philippians 1:6 (NIV)

How has having a mentor impacted 
your life? I have realized how 
important it is to have someone 
to talk to. As someone who is still 
learning in school and in life, having 
a mentor gives me a chance to hear 
and see a different perspective 
other than my own. God speaks 
to me through my mentor in our 
conversations, devotionals, and 
journal sharing.

How would you like to make 
a difference in your family, 
community, or those in need after 
graduating? It’s scary not knowing 
what life will be like after college 
especially with the current situation 
of the world right now. Some of 
my college friends and batchmates 
have decided to give up and take a 
different path. It’s easy to be hopeless 
these days. But I think that’s how I’ll 
be making a difference. I don’t want 
to be hopeless. In fact, I am very 
hopeful for my future even if there 
is still a pandemic going on. I think 

this hopeful attitude that I have 
comes from God; He reassures me 
that He’ll be with me every step of 
the way. I’ll be honest, I’ve thought 
of giving up a few times, but I am 
always reminded that no matter how 
messed up I am, the Lord never gave 
up on me. The world might be so 
messed up right now, and it might 
be easier to give up, but God offers 
us rest and He can easily take the 
weight away from us as long as we 
surrender it to Him and trust Him. 
Whatever happens, I will be hopeful 
because I know God is with me.

What is your favorite holiday? 
I always look forward to Christmas 
each year because it’s such a happy 
season and I get to spend it with my 
family. Also, we Filipinos celebrate 
the longest Christmas in the world. 
Starting at the month of September, 
Christmas goes all the way to the 
following year in February. That 
might be a bit exaggerated, but it’s 
true for some Filipinos! 

What do you hope to do after 
you graduate? I dream of being a 
successful mechanical engineer. I 
am also interested to venture into 
other fields like photography and 
cinematography, something I’ve 
been passionate about and have 
been doing as a hobby. 

As part of their four-year 
journey, DGL students 
keep a blog of responses   
to questions, personal 

reflections, and share prayer requests 
with their sponsors. Lee Andrew, a 
DGL student in the Philippines, will 
be graduating soon with a degree in 
mechanical engineering and a passion 
for videography.   
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Translated from Spanish 

When my first nephew was born we 
were all very excited. I was happy 
because a new person had arrived 
in our family. My brother shared 

many photos of the baby with me and I felt that 
we were at the beginning of a new story. We all 
talked about how his face looked like our father’s 
and we fantasized about which of our names he 
would learn to pronounce first. 

It was amazing to see him so small and realize 
that he was a person who would grow up to form 
his own story full of surprises. Today he is six 
years old and without a doubt he has filled our 
lives with happiness. 

I’m reminded about another story about a baby 
boy being born – the birth of Jesus.  He is the 
person who changed history for the whole world. 
And also changed my life, my world.  

Luke 2:16 speaks of his birth, but also says that 
he came to bring hope, good news, healing, 
salvation ... commemorating his birth on these 
dates is one of the greatest privileges I have and 
I ask God to help me understand and value his 
coming to this earth and all that that means.

So they hurried 
off and found 
Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby, who 
was lying in the 
manger. – Luke 2:16 (NIV)

Araleidy Benavides
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

UNIVERSITY 
Universidad Catolica Nordestana 
(UCNE)

MAJOR 
Health Sciences/Medicine

ANTICIPATED GRADUATION
2025

Araleidy’s prayer in her first 
language, Spanish

Señor, gracias por tu amor, por tu 
misericordia, por la paz que nos 
prometiste, te pido que seas mi guia, 
que dirjas cada uno de mis pasos, 
dame sabiduria para entender tus 
planes y tu voluntad para mi vida. 
permiteme usar este tiempo en el 
que celebramos tu nacimiento para 
reflexcionar en ti, enseñame a ser, 
cada dia mas agradecida. te pido 
esto en el nombre de Jesus.

Translation

Lord, thank you for your love, for your 
mercy, for the peace you promised 
us, I ask you to be my guide, to direct 
each of my steps, to give me wisdom 
to understand your plans and your 
will for my life. Allow me to use this 
time in which we celebrate your birth 
to reflect on you; teach me to more 
grateful every day. I ask this in the 
name of Jesus.

I always knew that I liked to serve 
people. Since I was little I enjoyed 
seeing the doctors in their white coats 
and their desire to help and I imagined 
myself being one of them. When I was 
15 years old, I had the opportunity to 
serve as a volunteer in the hospital in 
my city. It was a very good experience, 
but also sad and terrifying because 
there you are facing the pain, not 
only of the patients, but also of their 
families. That’s when I knew that that 
was what I wanted to do for the rest of 
my life.
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The Star of Bethlehem 
will forever amaze me 
how that simple bright 
star became a symbol 
of hope and a new start. 

The single speck of hope gave the 
three wisemen the motivation to 
travel to see the new born king. They 
traveled for miles simply because 
they believed in the scriptures written 
ages ago. It made me wonder and 
question myself how much I am 
willing to put my trust in God.  As 
we celebrate the birth of Christ let us 
also believe and prepare the second 
coming of Jesus Christ our king. 

The advent season is all about 
sharing. Let us spread love for that 
is the greatest commandment given 
to us. Rejoice in the Lord for he is 
faithful! Let us pray for joy to reach 
those in sadness. Let us remind 
them that whatever they are going 
through, that they can have hope 
because God is always with us – 
Emmanuel.

For everything that was 
written in the past was 
written to teach us, so that 
through the endurance 
taught in the Scriptures 
and the encouragement 
they provide we might 
have hope. – Romans 15:4 (NIV)
 

Mayamiko Lwanda
LILONGWE, MALAWI

UNIVERSITY 
University of Malawi

MAJOR 
Bachelor of Arts in Humanities

ANTICIPATED GRADUATION
2024

 I chose this course because it is a 
requirement for me to get into law 
school. I plan on using my degree 
to spread the Gospel and reach out 
to everyone in need of the Word.  
This field of study allows me to 
travel therefore paving way for me 
to interact with locals deep within 
Malawi to help me understand 
people’s views on Christianity and 
God and share the gospel with 
them.
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Today in the 
town of David a 
Savior has been 
born to you; he 
is the Messiah, 
the Lord.  

– Luke 2:11 (NIV)
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With a presence in 64 countries around the world, Young Life’s Developing 
Global Leaders are changing their local communities, entire nations, and the 
Kingdom of God. 

Since its inception in 2009, over 1200 students have received full-ride 
scholarships to attend college in their own countries while also serving in 
leadership roles in their local Young Life ministry.

Full sponsorship of $250/month for four years provides a DGL student full 
tuition and other school-related expenses and in some cases, a small living 
stipend. DGL students also receive ongoing leadership training, mentoring, 
and personal and professional development.

To learn more about how you can help us equip more educated, trained, 
Jesus-followers into our world, visit us at dgl.younglife.org. 

YOUNG LIFE DEVELOPING GLOBAL LEADERS
PRODUCING HOPE AND A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR STUDENTS 
AROUND THE WORLD

developing global leaders      

younglifedgl

dgl.younglife.org
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