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Cathy Smith, Project Manager, Ridge Landfill Expansion 
Waste Connections of Canada 
20262 Erieau Road  
Blenheim, Ontario  
N0P 1A0 
 
Ridge Landfill EA – Revised Indigenous Consultation Plan 
 
Dear Ms. Smith: 
 
As a condition of the Environmental Assessment (EA) approval received from the 
MECP on October 29th, 2020, Waste Connections is required to submit an 
Indigenous Consultation Plan to the MECP within six (6) months of the approval 
for their review. This is the third submission of this report and addresses 
comments from the MECP received June 18, 2021 and July 22, 2021. This 
Consultation Plan describes the approach for how Waste Connections will 
consult with Indigenous Communities at various stages over the course of the 
expansion. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the undersigned. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
DILLON CONSULTING LIMITED 

 
 
 

Bill Allison, P. Eng. 
Project Manager 
 

Our file: 15-2456 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Waste Connections of Canada has completed the environmental assessment (EA) for the purpose 

of an expansion of its Ridge Landfill located in the Municipality of Chatham-Kent. The Ridge 

Landfill expansion enables long-term residual non-hazardous waste disposal capacity for the 

company’s industrial, commercial and institutional (IC&I) customer base and the Municipality of 

Chatham-Kent. The expansion required the completion of an Individual EA under the Ontario 

Environmental Assessment Act’s mandatory two-step process.  

 

A Notice of Approval to Proceed with the Undertaking was signed by the Minister of Environment, 

Conservation and Parks and approved by Order in Council on October 29, 2020. Appendix A 

contains a copy of the Notice of Approval, including the conditions of approval. Condition 7 of 

the Notice of Approval (Environmental Assessment Reference Number 16019; EA File Number: 

03-08-02) requires that an Indigenous Consultation Plan be prepared and implemented. This 

report documents the Indigenous Consultation Plan for the Ridge Landfill. 

1.2 Purpose of the Indigenous Consultation Plan 

Waste Connections continues to build on its relationships with Indigenous Communities that 

were initiated as part of the ToR and EA, including: 

 

 Aamjiwnaang First Nation (AFN) 

 Caldwell First Nation (CFN) 

 Chippewas of the Thames First Nation (COTTFN) 

 Kettle and Stoney Point First Nation (KSPFN) 

 Moravian of the Thames First Nation  

 Munsee-Delaware Nation  

 Oneida Nation of the Thames  

 Walpole Island First Nation (WIFN) 
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The purpose of the Indigenous Consultation Plan (Condition 7 of the EA Notice of Approval) for 

the Ridge Landfill Expansion is to provide an overview of how Waste Connections will notify and 

consult with Indigenous Communities at various stages of the expansion, specifically as it relates 

to: 

 Project updates; 

 Discovery of archaeological resources/Indigenous remains; and 

 Opportunities for environmental monitoring, archaeological assessments, and re-

naturalization activities. 

 

The Indigenous Consultation Plan will address all requirements of Condition 7 of the EA Notice of 

Approval Condition, which are outlined in Table 1.1 below. 

 

Table 1-1: EA Notice of Approval Condition 7 

Condition 
No. 

Condition 

7 Consultation with Indigenous Communities 

7.1  The Proponent shall prepare in consultation with Indigenous Communities, an 
Indigenous consultation plan that sets out: 
a) How the Proponent will consult with Indigenous Communities and provide 

them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 

b) How the Proponent will notify Indigenous Communities, using a notification 
protocol, if archaeological resources or Indigenous remains are encountered. 

c) How the Proponent will issue notices and updates to Indigenous Communities. 
d) How changes to the plan may be made if needed. 

7.2  Within six (6) months from the Date of Approval or by such other date as may be 
agreed in writing by the Director, the Proponent shall submit the Indigenous 
consultation plan to the Director for approval together with a summary of how the 
Proponent consulted with the Indigenous Communities and any concerns an 
Indigenous Community has identified for the plan. 

7.3  Once the Director has accepted the Indigenous consultation plan, the Proponent 
shall implement the Indigenous consultation plan. 
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2 Indigenous Consultation Plan 

Consultation with Indigenous Communities was an essential part of completing the Ridge Landfill 

EA and will continue over the course of the expansion. Waste Connections is committed to 

ongoing consultation with Indigenous Communities. This Plan applies to all Indigenous 

Communities listed in the EA Notice of Approval, not only those communities who expressed 

interest at the EA stage. Indigenous Communities who were unable to actively participate at the 

EA stage will also continue to be notified of project updates and opportunities for involvement 

post-EA. 

 

On January 26, 2021 a letter via Canada Post and email was sent to the Indigenous Communities 

identified in Section 1.2 of this plan. The Indigenous Communities were invited to provide 

feedback on how they wish to be engaged as it relates to various activities that will be associated 

with the Ridge Landfill expansion. Each letter was individualized to acknowledge past discussions 

and commitments made to each Indigenous Community during the course of the EA. 

 

Given the challenges related to Covid 19 in engaging in consultation activities, Waste Connections 

requested and were granted a one month extension by the MECP for submission of the Plan to 

May 31, 2021.  On May 3, 2021, an e-mail was sent to all eight of the Indigenous Communities 

identified in Section 1.2 that contained the draft Indigenous Consultation Plan and a request to 

submit comments back to Waste Connections by May 21, 2021. 

 

Below is a summary of the response from the two Indigenous Communities who responded to 

Waste Connections’ communications. The individual letters and e-mail correspondence has been 

included in Appendix B of this report. A record of all correspondence received from Indigenous 

Communities can be found in Appendix C. 

 

Oneida Nation of the Thames 

On January 26, 2021, the Oneida Nation of the Thames responded to the letter, inviting Waste 

Connections to attend one of the Oneida Environment Committee meetings. Based on a follow-

up discussion between Waste Connections and the Oneida Nation of the Thames, Waste 

Connections is committed to follow the Oneida Nation of the Thames Lands & Resources 

Consultation Policy. As the policy was provided to Waste Connections in draft format, no further 

detail is included in this Plan.  
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The communication methods between Oneida Nation of the Thames and Waste Connections will 

be based on letters delivered through Canada Post, email, and follow-up phone calls based on 

past practices followed during the EA. Communication with the Oneida Nation of the Thames is 

included in Appendix C. 

 

Chippewas of the Thames First Nation 

In a letter received on February 24, 2021, COTTFN requested the following: 

 Provide COTTFN with notification of future Archaeology Assessments and the opportunity 

to actively participate by sending First Nation Field Liaisons on behalf of COTTFN. 

 Provide a presentation of the annual reporting of the landfill to the COTTFN Treaties, 

Lands & Environment Department. 

 If there are any substantive changes to the Ridge Landfill expansion project, COTTFN 

requires notification and the opportunity to engage with Waste Connections on the 

proposed changes. 

 

Within the letter, COTTFN also referenced the Wiindmaagewin Consultation Protocol. Waste 

Connections is committed to following the Wiindmaagewin Consultation Protocol throughout the 

expansion of the Ridge Landfill, including: 

 Actively work to accommodate COTTFN’s concerns; 

 Adjust timelines where possible to allow for COTTFN’s full participation in any necessary 

consultation activities; 

 Explore with COTTFN opportunities to share meaningfully in the range of benefits that 

might result from implementation of the expansion; and 

 Have COTTFN determine the need to continue consultation throughout the life of a 

project and afterwards. 

 

The communication methods between COTTFN and Waste Connections will be based on letters 

delivered through Canada Post, email, and follow-up phone calls based on past practices followed 

during the EA with COTTFN. 

 

Upon review of the draft Indigenous Consultation Plan, COTTFN responded with a letter on May 

11, 2021. Within this letter, COTTFN’s Consultation Coordinator confirmed that COTTFN has no 

comments or recommendations based on the information presented at this time. COTTFN 

requested to be kept informed of any changes to the Draft Indigenous Consultation Plan. 

Communication with the COTTFN is included in Appendix C.  
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Walpole Island First Nation 

In addition to the Indigenous Communities above, Waste Connections will continue to follow 

WIFN’s Consultation and Accommodation Protocol, which was received from WIFN during the 

drafting of the EA including: 

 Disclose all relevant information to WIFN as it becomes available, throughout the 

expansion; 

 Have WFN determine whether it wishes to hold any aspect of consultation and 

accommodation process; 

 Recognize that consultation and accommodation processes may involve such experts, 

lawyers or support persons as are reasonably required; and 

 Keep notes of and correspondence to all consultation and accommodation processes. 

 

The communication methods between WFN and Waste Connections will be based on letters 

delivered through Canada Post, email, and follow-up phone calls based on past practices followed 

during the EA with WFN. 

2.1 Opportunities for Continuous Involvement and Project Updates 

Table 2-1 details how Waste Connections will consult with interested Indigenous Communities 

and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, archaeological 

assessments, and re-naturalization activities. Table 2-1 is based on the commitments made to 

Indigenous Communities in the EA and feedback received on the draft Indigenous Consultation 

Plan. 

 

In addition to notifications and communication with Indigenous Communities with respect to the 

specific activities identified in Table 2-1 Waste Connections will communicate, at minimum on an 

annual basis, with project updates and to notify with respect to upcoming anticipated activities 

and opportunities for involvement in any given year.  At minimum, the update will coincide with 

the ECA Annual Site Development, Operations & Monitoring Report generated for the Ridge 

Landfill every year. This will address the request of being provided copies of the ECA Annual Site 

Development, Operations & Monitoring Report made by some Indigenous Communities. 
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Table 2-1: Opportunities for Continuous Involvement of Indigenous Communities 

Opportunities for Continuous Involvement Notices and Updates 

Planting and Naturalization Efforts 

 Involve Indigenous Communities in replanting and 
naturalizing efforts, including woodlot replacement planting 
and on-site berms. Tree replanting to be completed at a ratio 
of 2:1 ratio to compensate for woodlot lost (including on First 
Nation’s land).  

 
A 2:1 ratio required the planting of 11,000 trees within the 
appropriate ecoregion and as such 11,000 trees were planted 
as follows: 

- 3,000 trees to be planted at a location identified by 
Chippewas of the Thames First Nation 

- 1,000 trees in association with the Oneida Nation of 
the Thames  

- 7,000 to be planted across Erieau Road from the 
landfill adjacent to an existing woodlot 

Method: Letter, email, and follow-up 
phone calls based on past practices and/or 
as specified by the respective Indigenous 
Community 
 
Timing: Prior to the construction phase 
(complete) 
 
Waste Connections desired to replace the 
trees in advance of the removal of the 
associated Southwest Woodlot, they were 
planted in all three locations in the Spring 
of 2020. 
 
All Indigenous Communities were notified 
of the timing of this initiative and were 
requested to provide feedback on tree 
species to be planted; communication was 
through emails and calls as appropriate at 
the time. 
 

 Consult Indigenous Communities during the seed and tree 
identification process and in woodlot replacement and onsite 
berms. As committed to in the EA, the west, south and east 
berms will be naturalized with native species potentially 
providing additional meadow and/or pollinator habitat. 
Preliminary plan has been sent, awaiting feedback. 

 

Method: Letter, email, and follow-up 
phone calls based on past practices and/or 
as specified by the respective Indigenous 
Community 
 
Timing: Prior to and during the 
construction phase  
 

 Consult with Indigenous Communities to determine whether 
community members wish to take part in the tending 
program. The tending program (including contingency 
measures) will be implemented for a minimum of three (3) 
years to observe the success of the restoration and 
naturalization efforts. 
 

Method: Letter, email, and follow-up 
phone calls based on past practices and/or 
as specified by the respective Indigenous 
Community 
 
Timing: Prior to planting (completed) 

Archaeological Activities and Notification Protocol 

 Continue to inform Indigenous Communities who have 
expressed an interest in archaeological activities and invite 
them to participate and/or review the results.  

 Provide COTTFN with Notification of future Archaeology 
Assessments and the opportunity to actively participate by 
sending First Nation Field Liaisons on behalf of COTTFN.  

 
 

Method: Letter, email, and follow-up 
phone calls based on past practices and/or 
as specified by the respective Indigenous 
Community 
 
Timing: During the design phase and prior 
to the constructional phase 
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Opportunities for Continuous Involvement Notices and Updates 

 If archaeological resources or Indigenous remains are 
encountered, work will be stopped and Indigenous 
Communities and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism 
and Culture Industries will be notified in writing by email. 
Please refer to Section 2.2 below for additional information. 

Notifications were sent out for Stage 1, 
Stage 2 and Stage 3 - Part 1 Assessments. 
Notification was sent to all Indigenous 
Communities early April 2021 regarding 
the Stage 3, Part 2 Archaeological 
Assessment. 
 

Notices and Updates 

 Continue to update Indigenous Communities on the timing of 
expansion events as the Undertaking progresses. 

 If there are any substantive changes to the project schedule, 
Indigenous Communities will be notified and provided with 
the opportunity to engage with Waste Connections on the 
proposed changes. 

Method: Letter, email, and follow-up 
phone calls based on past practices and/or 
as specified by the respective Indigenous 
Community 
 
Timing: During the operational phase and 
as needed 

 Indigenous Communities will be notified of Future ECA 
Annual Site Development, Operations & Monitoring Reports 
as they are posted as well as the availability of the EA Annual 
Compliance Report. 

 Provide a presentation of the annual reporting of the landfill 
to the COTTFN Treaties, Lands & Environment Department. 
 

Consultation Protocol 

 Waste Connections is committed to follow the Consultation 
Protocols of the Indigenous Communities who expressed an 
interest to continue to be informed and/or involved in the 
Ridge Landfill Expansion.  
 

Timing: Ongoing 

 

2.2 Notification Protocol for Archaeological Resource and Indigenous 
Remains 

Construction will not begin until the site receives archaeological clearance. If archaeological 

resources or Indigenous remains are encountered during construction then work will be stopped 

immediately.  

 

All Indigenous Communities listed in Section 1.2 will be contacted at the same time as the 

Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism, and Culture Industries (MHSTCI) is notified of the find. 

Indigenous Communities will be notified by letter, email, and follow-up phone calls based on past 

practices or as specified by the respective Indigenous Communities. As part of the notification, 
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Indigenous Communities will be provided the opportunity to be involved in any archaeological 

work that is to take place as required under provincial legislation. 

 

Waste Connections will inform the Indigenous Communities of any MHSTCI requirements and/or 

clearance to proceed with construction of the Ridge Landfill. 

 

Waste Connections is aware of the MHSTCI’s Standards and Guidelines for Consultant 

Archaeologists (2011) and the draft bulletin on Engaging Aboriginal Communities in Archaeology 

(2011). While these documents provide guidelines on engaging Indigenous Communities in 

archaeological work, Waste Connections understands that some Indigenous Communities may 

have their own guidelines. At the time of writing this Report, Waste Connections has not received 

any existing archaeological agreements or protocols that may have been developed by the 

Indigenous Communities consulted as part of the Ridge Landfill expansion. The consultation 

protocols provided by COTTFN, Oneida Nation of the Thames, and WIFN state that a need to 

consult with the respective community is triggered for any proposed activity that has the 

potential to impact archaeological resources within their Traditional Territory. 

2.3 Modifications to the Indigenous Consultation Plan 

Waste Connections will monitor operations and site activities for any triggers that would lead to 

an update to the Indigenous Consultation Plan. Triggers would include but not be limited to 

notifications from any Indigenous Community(s) with respect to significant changes in their 

consultation protocols, changes in preferred methods of communication and/or preferred timing 

of notification and desired opportunities for input for any particular site activity(s) or operational 

change(s). 

 

Indigenous Communities will be notified by letter, email, and follow-up phone calls based on past 

practices or as specified by the respective Indigenous Communities if changes to the Indigenous 

Consultation Plan are being made, and will be provided a draft copy for review and input. That 

input will be added to the Plan and communication with Indigenous Communities will be included 

as part of the EA Annual Compliance Report generated for the Ridge Landfill each year.



Appendix A 
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B Letters to Indigenous Communities



Aamjiwnaang First Nation



 
 

 

January 25, 2021  
 
Chief Chris Plain 
Aamjiwnaang First Nation 
978 Tashmoo Avenue  
Sarnia, ON, N7T 7H5 
 
Re: Indigenous Engagement and the Ridge Landfill Expansion (also sent by email) 
 
Dear Chief Plain, 
 
As you may be aware the Minister for Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) approved Waste Connections’ 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Ridge Landfill expansion. The first step, the EA Terms of Reference, was 
approved by the Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks on May 1, 2018. The second step, conducting the EA, 
was initiated with a Notice of EA Commencement in June 2018. A Notice of Approval to Proceed with the Undertaking 
was signed by the Minister on October 29, 2020, and the project was approved by Order in Council on October 29, 2020.  
The expansion enables Waste Connections to continue to provide long term residual waste disposal capacity to 
industrial, commercial and institutional customers in southern and central Ontario, as well as the Municipality of 
Chatham-Kent for the next 20 years.   
 
One of the commitments that Waste Connections made during the EA was to continue to engage with Indigenous 
Communities throughout the expansion period. A condition of approval of the EA is to consult with Indigenous 
Communities to develop an Indigenous Consultation Plan.  The Plan is required to outline how Waste Connections will 
consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
remaining archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 
 
As such, I am writing to you today to invite you to provide your feedback on what you consider to be key elements of a 
Consultation Plan and how you wish to be engaged as it relates to various activities that will be associated with the 
Ridge Landfill expansion. The expansion is anticipated to occur over the next twenty (20) years. 
 
This letter includes a summary of past notification activities with Indigenous Communities, a summary of our 
engagement with Aamjiwnaang First Nation to date and an overview of where we are at in the project/the conditions of 
EA approval that we are now required to meet. 
 
Overview of Indigenous Communities Consultation Activities 
Consultation with Indigenous Communities was an essential part in completing the EA. Indigenous Communities were 
communicated with and notified at all stages of the EA process. Some Indigenous Communities engaged in more in-
depth conversations with Waste Connections during the EA. Below is an overview of the EA notifications that were sent 
to the Aamjiwnaang First Nation as part of the consultation activities carried out during the EA. 

 Letter Introducing the Project, April 7, 2016 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference (ToR) and Open House #1, April 18, 2016 

 Combined Summary of Open House #1 and Notice of Upcoming Open House #2, May 11, 2016 

 Notice of Open House #2 and Draft ToR Release, June 16, 2016 



 
 

 

 Notice of ToR Submission, November 14, 2016 (first submission) 

 Notice of Voluntary Withdrawal of the ToR, September 11, 2017 

 Notice of New ToR Submission, January 18, 2018 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of the EA and Open House #1, June 14, 2018 

 Notice of Open House #2, November 16, 2018 

 Notice of Alternative Methods Report and Review of Diversion Options Report, January 14, 2019 

 Combined Notice of Open House #3 & Draft EA Report, June 28, 2019 

 Notice of Submission of the EA, Fall, 2019 

 Notice of Completion, Spring 2020 (sent by the MECP) 

 Notice of Approval, Fall 2020 (sent by the MECP) 
 
In addition, Aamjiwnaang First Nation, through Walpole Island First Nation, retained Neegan Burnside Ltd. (Neegan 

Burnside), an Aboriginal owned engineering and environmental services firm, to provide advice on environmental issues 

regarding the proposed landfill expansion, specifically the ToR. 

Based on Aamjiwnaang First Nation’s request, Waste Connections kept Aamjiwnaang First Nation updated as to the 

anticipated timing of the Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment and the potential timing of the benthic fieldwork in April 

2019. Tri-Tribal Monitoring Services attended on behalf of Aamjiwnaang First Nation during the first phase of the Stage 3 

Archaeological Assessment in November 2019.  

As per Aamjiwnaang First Nation’s request, the community will be notified as future Annual Monitoring Reports become 

available. 

The Ridge Landfill Expansion Today 
The Notice of Approval includes a set of conditions that Waste Connections’ must meet in accordance with the 
provisions of the EA, commitments made in the EA, and the conditions of approval. Below is an overview of some of the 
key documents that Waste Connections’ must prepare at various stages of the Ridge Landfill expansion. In addition to 
the documents listed below, Waste Connections will continue to produce an Annual Monitoring Report that reports on 
site development, mitigation and monitoring activity each year. 

 A Compliance Monitoring Program will be prepared that summarizes the commitments made in the EA by 
Waste Connections with respect to mitigation, monitoring, and reporting, along with the conditions of the EA 
Notice of Approval.  

 An Annual EA Compliance Report will be prepared to update the implementation status and schedule of the 
Compliance Monitoring Program. The Annual EA Compliance Report will be available on the Ridge Landfill 
website towards the end of April each, starting in 2022. Waste Connections will provide annual compliance 
reports until all conditions of the EA are satisfied. 

 A Complaint Protocol will be prepared to record any concerns received associated with the Ridge Landfill 
expansion. The Complaint Protocol will be based on Waste Connections’ existing complaint protocol for the 
Ridge Landfill. The protocol will be included as a summary in the Annual Monitoring Report. The complaint 
monitoring program will be in place during operation and post closure of the landfill.  

 An Indigenous Consultation Plan will be prepared that outlines how Waste Connections will consult with 
Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 



 
 

 

archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. The Indigenous Consultation Plan will be submitted 
to the Director within six (6) months of the date of approval of the EA.  

 Air Quality Monitoring and Odour Management Plans will be prepared and submitted to the Director no later 
than sixty (60) days prior to construction to monitor and minimize any potential impacts.  

 Landfill Gas Utilization will be evaluated within four (4) years of approval. 

 The Leachate Level Monitoring and Contingency Plan will be implemented to address leachate mounding and 
seeps associated with the vertical expansion of the Old Landfill. 

 
The availability of these documents on the Ridge Landfill website will be confirmed as part of the Indigenous 
Consultation Plan. 
 
In addition, Waste Connections made the following broad commitments to Indigenous Communities as part of the EA: 

 Tending Program: A tending program will be implemented for a minimum of three (3) years to observe the 
success of the restoration and naturalization efforts. Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous 
Communities to determine whether community members wish to take part in the oversight of tending 
programs.  Restoration and naturalization efforts to date have included the woodlot replacement described 

below, habitat replacement for barn swallows, classification and preservation of the Northeast Woodlot on 
the site as a Significant Wildlife Habitat for Bald Eagle and Osprey Nesting, Foraging and Perching Habitat and 
the determination of sites for 16 ha replacement of meadowlark habitat to be planted on Conservation 
Authority lands in spring 2021. 

 Woodlot and On-site Berm Replacement: Waste Connections offered the opportunity to provide input by 
interested communities to the tree planting initiative that was required to replace a woodlot to be removed 
from the site. Input was received and that 2:1 planting activity occurred in spring 2020 with 7000 trees planted 
on Waste Connections owned property, 2000 trees planted at the Chippewas of the Thames and 1000 trees 
planted at Oneida of the Thames First Nation. A commitment in the EA was to naturalize the existing and future 
berms to be constructed as part of the expansion. Waste Connections will also consult with Indigenous 
Communities if interested, during the seed and tree identification process for the on-site berms.  

 Archaeological Resources: Indigenous Communities who have expressed an interest will continue to be 
informed of archaeological activities and invited to participate and/or review the results. Should archeology 
resources be discovered, work will be stopped and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 
Industries and Indigenous Communities will be notified. To date, Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeology assessments 
have been completed and assessments provided to interested Indigenous Communities. Part of the Stage 3 
assessment was completed in 2019. 

Please note that we are planning to complete the second half of the Stage 3 archeology assessment this 
spring (2021) and we will notify you as we get closer to that activity. 

 Project Updates: Waste Connections will continue to update to interested Indigenous Communities on the 
timing of expansion events as the Undertaking progresses. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about the Ridge Landfill expansion, we invite you to visit the “Our Future Plans” 
page on the Ridge Landfill website, www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans. On the website you have access to all 
current and archived project documents. 
  

http://www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans


 
 

 

Next Steps 
Now that the EA has been approved, Waste Connections will proceed with our commitments and the conditions of EA 
approval requirements including the Indigenous Consultation Plan. Below is, at minimum, what will need to be included 
in the Plan as prescribed by the MECP: 
 

Condition 
No. 

Conditions of Approval 

7 Consultation with Indigenous Communities 

7.1 

 Waste Connections will prepare in consultation with Indigenous Communities, an Indigenous consultation plan 
that sets out: 

a) How Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities 
to be involved in environmental monitoring, archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 

b) How Waste Connections will notify Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if 
archaeological resources or Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if archaeological 
resources or Indigenous remains are encountered. 

c) How Waste Connections will issue notices and updates to Indigenous Communities. 
d) How changes to the plan may be made if needed. 

7.2 

 Within six (6) months from the Date of Approval or by such other date as may be agreed in writing by the 
Director, Waste Connections will submit the Indigenous consultation plan to the Director for approval together 
with a summary of how Waste Connections consulted with the Indigenous Communities and any concerns an 
Indigenous Community has identified for the plan. 

7.3 
 Once the Director has accepted the Indigenous consultation plan, Waste Connections will implement the 

Indigenous consultation plan. 

 
We would like to hear from you to determine key components of the Consultation Plan and the level of involvement you 
would like to have throughout the twenty (20) year expansion period. 
 
Our deadline from the MECP for submission of the Consultation Plan is April 29, 2021.  In order to finalize the Plan we 
respectfully request that you submit your comments by March 1, 2021.  You can provide your comments in writing via 
letter or email but either way please send your response to my email address below.  We are also happy to set up a 
Zoom call if you are interested in face to face dialogue on the Plan. In the meantime, you have any questions, please call 
me at 519.358.2860 or I can be reached at catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cathy Smith 
Project Manager 
Ridge Landfill Expansion 
Visit our website – www.ridgelandfill.com 

mailto:catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com
http://www.ridgelandfill.com/




Caldwell First Nation



 
 

 

January 25, 2021  
 
Ms. Nikki van Oirschot, Director of Operations 
Caldwell First Nation 
14 Orange Street  
Leamington, ON, N8H 1P5 
 
Re: Indigenous Engagement and the Ridge Landfill Expansion (also sent by email) 
 
Dear Ms. Nikki van Oirschot, 
 
As you may be aware the Minister for Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) approved Waste Connections’ 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Ridge Landfill expansion. The first step, the EA Terms of Reference, was 
approved by the Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks on May 1, 2018. The second step, conducting the EA, 
was initiated with a Notice of EA Commencement in June 2018. A Notice of Approval to Proceed with the Undertaking 
was signed by the Minister on October 29, 2020, and the project was approved by Order in Council on October 29, 2020.  
The expansion enables Waste Connections to continue to provide long term residual waste disposal capacity to 
industrial, commercial and institutional customers in southern and central Ontario, as well as the Municipality of 
Chatham-Kent for the next 20 years.   
 
One of the commitments that Waste Connections made during the EA was to continue to engage with Indigenous 
Communities throughout the expansion period. A condition of approval of the EA is to consult with Indigenous 
Communities to develop an Indigenous Consultation Plan.  The Plan is required to outline how Waste Connections will 
consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
remaining archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 
 
As such, I am writing to you today to invite you to provide your feedback on what you consider to be key elements of a 
Consultation Plan and how you wish to be engaged as it relates to various activities that will be associated with the 
Ridge Landfill expansion. The expansion is anticipated to occur over the next twenty (20) years. 
 
This letter includes a summary of past notification activities with Indigenous Communities, a summary of our 
engagement with the Caldwell First Nation to date and an overview of where we are at in the project/the conditions of 
EA approval that we are now required to meet. 
 
Overview of Indigenous Communities Consultation Activities 
Consultation with Indigenous Communities was an essential part in completing the EA. Indigenous Communities were 
communicated with and notified at all stages of the EA process. Some Indigenous Communities engaged in more in-
depth conversations with Waste Connections during the EA. Below is an overview of the EA notifications that were sent 
to the Caldwell First Nation as part of the consultation activities carried out during the EA. 

 Letter Introducing the Project, April 7, 2016 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference (ToR) and Open House #1, April 18, 2016 

 Combined Summary of Open House #1 and Notice of Upcoming Open House #2, May 11, 2016 

 Notice of Open House #2 and Draft ToR Release, June 16, 2016 



 
 

 

 Notice of ToR Submission, November 14, 2016 (first submission) 

 Notice of Voluntary Withdrawal of the ToR, September 11, 2017 

 Notice of New ToR Submission, January 18, 2018 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of the EA and Open House #1, June 14, 2018 

 Notice of Open House #2, November 16, 2018 

 Notice of Alternative Methods Report and Review of Diversion Options Report, January 14, 2019 

 Combined Notice of Open House #3 & Draft EA Report, June 28, 2019 

 Notice of Submission of the EA, Fall, 2019 

 Notice of Completion, Spring 2020 (sent by the MECP) 

 Notice of Approval, Fall 2020 (sent by the MECP) 
 
In addition, Waste Connections met with Caldwell First Nation Council to provide an overview of the project on June 27, 
2016. As part of this meeting potential sponsorship and employment opportunities for Caldwell were also discussed. 
Interest was expressed in a tour of the Ridge Landfill at that time.  

In response to Waste Connections’ notice regarding the draft Interim Alternative Methods Report and the Review of 

Options for Diversion Report, Caldwell First Nation requested an overview of the engagement history between Waste 

Connections and the community for their newly elected band Council. Waste Connections provided the Caldwell First 

Nation with an overview of all previous correspondence in relation to the proposed landfill expansion on February 8, 

2019.  

In response to the Open House #3 Invitation that was sent in June 2019, Caldwell First Nation emphasized the 

importance of meaningful engagement with the community. Although the EA for the expansion has been completed, 

Waste Connections is committed to continue to keep Caldwell First Nation informed about the project.  

The Ridge Landfill Expansion Today 
The Notice of Approval includes a set of conditions that Waste Connections’ must meet in accordance with the 
provisions of the EA, commitments made in the EA, and the conditions of approval. Below is an overview of some of the 
key documents that Waste Connections’ must prepare at various stages of the Ridge Landfill expansion. In addition to 
the documents listed below, Waste Connections will continue to produce an Annual Monitoring Report that reports on 
site development, mitigation and monitoring activity each year. 

 A Compliance Monitoring Program will be prepared that summarizes the commitments made in the EA by 
Waste Connections with respect to mitigation, monitoring, and reporting, along with the conditions of the EA 
Notice of Approval.  

 An Annual EA Compliance Report will be prepared to update the implementation status and schedule of the 
Compliance Monitoring Program. The Annual EA Compliance Report will be available on the Ridge Landfill 
website towards the end of April each, starting in 2022. Waste Connections will provide annual compliance 
reports until all conditions of the EA are satisfied. 

 A Complaint Protocol will be prepared to record any concerns received associated with the Ridge Landfill 
expansion. The Complaint Protocol will be based on Waste Connections’ existing complaint protocol for the 
Ridge Landfill. The protocol will be included as a summary in the Annual Monitoring Report. The complaint 
monitoring program will be in place during operation and post closure of the landfill.  



 
 

 

 An Indigenous Consultation Plan will be prepared that outlines how Waste Connections will consult with 
Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. The Indigenous Consultation Plan will be submitted 
to the Director within six (6) months of the date of approval of the EA.  

 Air Quality Monitoring and Odour Management Plans will be prepared and submitted to the Director no later 
than sixty (60) days prior to construction to monitor and minimize any potential impacts.  

 Landfill Gas Utilization will be evaluated within four (4) years of approval. 

 The Leachate Level Monitoring and Contingency Plan will be implemented to address leachate mounding and 
seeps associated with the vertical expansion of the Old Landfill. 

 
The availability of these documents on the Ridge Landfill website will be confirmed as part of the Indigenous 
Consultation Plan. 
 
In addition, Waste Connections made the following broad commitments to Indigenous Communities as part of the EA: 

 Tending Program: A tending program will be implemented for a minimum of three (3) years to observe the 
success of the restoration and naturalization efforts. Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous 
Communities to determine whether community members wish to take part in the oversight of tending 
programs.  Restoration and naturalization efforts to date have included the woodlot replacement described 

below, habitat replacement for barn swallows, classification and preservation of the Northeast Woodlot on 
the site as a Significant Wildlife Habitat for Bald Eagle and Osprey Nesting, Foraging and Perching Habitat and 
the determination of sites for 16 ha replacement of meadowlark habitat to be planted on Conservation 
Authority lands in spring 2021. 

 Woodlot and On-site Berm Replacement: Waste Connections offered the opportunity to provide input by 
interested communities to the tree planting initiative that was required to replace a woodlot to be removed 
from the site. Input was received and that 2:1 planting activity occurred in spring 2020 with 7000 trees planted 
on Waste Connections owned property, 2000 trees planted at the Chippewas of the Thames and 1000 trees 
planted at Oneida of the Thames First Nation. A commitment in the EA was to naturalize the existing and future 
berms to be constructed as part of the expansion. Waste Connections will also consult with Indigenous 
Communities if interested, during the seed and tree identification process for the on-site berms.  

 Archaeological Resources: Indigenous Communities who have expressed an interest will continue to be 
informed of archaeological activities and invited to participate and/or review the results. Should archeology 
resources be discovered, work will be stopped and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 
Industries and Indigenous Communities will be notified. To date, Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeology assessments 
have been completed and assessments provided to interested Indigenous Communities. Part of the Stage 3 
assessment was completed in 2019. 

Please note that we are planning to complete the second half of the Stage 3 archeology assessment this 
spring (2021) and we will notify you as we get closer to that activity. 

 Project Updates: Waste Connections will continue to update to interested Indigenous Communities on the 
timing of expansion events as the Undertaking progresses. 

 



 
 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the Ridge Landfill expansion, we invite you to visit the “Our Future Plans” 
page on the Ridge Landfill website, www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans. On the website you have access to all 
current and archived project documents. 
 
Next Steps 
Now that the EA has been approved, Waste Connections will proceed with our commitments and the conditions of EA 
approval requirements including the Indigenous Consultation Plan. Below is, at minimum, what will need to be included 
in the Plan as prescribed by the MECP: 
 

Condition 
No. 

Conditions of Approval 

7 Consultation with Indigenous Communities 

7.1 

 Waste Connections will prepare in consultation with Indigenous Communities, an Indigenous consultation plan 
that sets out: 

a) How Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities 
to be involved in environmental monitoring, archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 

b) How Waste Connections will notify Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if 
archaeological resources or Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if archaeological 
resources or Indigenous remains are encountered. 

c) How Waste Connections will issue notices and updates to Indigenous Communities. 
d) How changes to the plan may be made if needed. 

7.2 

 Within six (6) months from the Date of Approval or by such other date as may be agreed in writing by the 
Director, Waste Connections will submit the Indigenous consultation plan to the Director for approval together 
with a summary of how Waste Connections consulted with the Indigenous Communities and any concerns an 
Indigenous Community has identified for the plan. 

7.3 
 Once the Director has accepted the Indigenous consultation plan, Waste Connections will implement the 

Indigenous consultation plan. 

 
  

http://www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans


 
 

 

We would like to hear from you to determine key components of the Consultation Plan and the level of involvement you 
would like to have throughout the twenty (20) year expansion period. 
 
Our deadline from the MECP for submission of the Consultation Plan is April 29, 2021.  In order to finalize the Plan we 
respectfully request that you submit your comments by March 1, 2021.  You can provide your comments in writing via 
letter or email but either way please send your response to my email address below.  We are also happy to set up a 
Zoom call if you are interested in face to face dialogue on the Plan. In the meantime, you have any questions, please call 
me at 519.358.2860 or I can be reached at catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cathy Smith 
Project Manager 
Ridge Landfill Expansion 
 
Visit our website – www.ridgelandfill.com 

mailto:catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com
http://www.ridgelandfill.com/


Chippewas of the Thames First Nation



 
 

 

January 25, 2021  
 
Chief Jacqueline French 
Chippewas of the Thames First Nation  
320 Chippewa Road 
Muncey, ON, N0L 1Y0 
 
Re: Indigenous Engagement and the Ridge Landfill Expansion (also sent by email) 
 
Dear Chief French, 
 
As you may be aware the Minister for Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) approved Waste Connections’ 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Ridge Landfill expansion. The first step, the EA Terms of Reference, was 
approved by the Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks on May 1, 2018. The second step, conducting the EA, 
was initiated with a Notice of EA Commencement in June 2018. A Notice of Approval to Proceed with the Undertaking 
was signed by the Minister on October 29, 2020, and the project was approved by Order in Council on October 29, 2020.  
The expansion enables Waste Connections to continue to provide long term residual waste disposal capacity to 
industrial, commercial and institutional customers in southern and central Ontario, as well as the Municipality of 
Chatham-Kent for the next 20 years.   
 
One of the commitments that Waste Connections made during the EA was to continue to engage with Indigenous 
Communities throughout the expansion period. A condition of approval of the EA is to consult with Indigenous 
Communities to develop an Indigenous Consultation Plan.  The Plan is required to outline how Waste Connections will 
consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
remaining archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 
 
As such, I am writing to you today to invite you to provide your feedback on what you consider to be key elements of a 
Consultation Plan and how you wish to be engaged as it relates to various activities that will be associated with the 
Ridge Landfill expansion. The expansion is anticipated to occur over the next twenty (20) years. 
 
This letter includes a summary of past notification activities with Indigenous Communities, a summary of our 
engagement with the Chippewas of the Thames First Nation to date and an overview of where we are at in the 
project/the conditions of EA approval that we are now required to meet. 
 
Overview of Indigenous Communities Consultation Activities 
Consultation with Indigenous Communities was an essential part in completing the EA. Indigenous Communities were 
communicated with and notified at all stages of the EA process. Some Indigenous Communities engaged in more in-
depth conversations with Waste Connections during the EA. Below is an overview of the EA notifications that were sent 
to the Chippewas of the Thames First Nation as part of the consultation activities carried out during the EA. 

 Letter Introducing the Project, April 7, 2016 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference (ToR) and Open House #1, April 18, 2016 

 Combined Summary of Open House #1 and Notice of Upcoming Open House #2, May 11, 2016 

 Notice of Open House #2 and Draft ToR Release, June 16, 2016 



 
 

 

 Notice of ToR Submission, November 14, 2016 (first submission) 

 Notice of Voluntary Withdrawal of the ToR, September 11, 2017 

 Notice of New ToR Submission, January 18, 2018 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of the EA and Open House #1, June 14, 2018 

 Notice of Open House #2, November 16, 2018 

 Notice of Alternative Methods Report and Review of Diversion Options Report, January 14, 2019 

 Combined Notice of Open House #3 & Draft EA Report, June 28, 2019 

 Notice of Submission of the EA, Fall, 2019 

 Notice of Completion, Spring 2020 (sent by the MECP) 

 Notice of Approval, Fall 2020 (sent by the MECP) 
 
In addition, Waste Connections met with the Chippewas of the Thames First Nation (COTTFN) on August 15, 2018, at the 

community’s Band Office. The purpose of this meeting was to provide COTTFN with an update on the proposed landfill 

expansion and discuss opportunities to provide feedback. During the meeting COTTFN expressed that the community 

would be interested in participating in the planting and maintenance of trees as part of the woodlot compensation. 

Waste Connections promised to keep COTTFN’s Consultation Coordinator informed on future tree planting 

opportunities.  

On January 19, 2019, Waste Connections had a telephone conversation with COTTFN’s Consultation Coordinator 

regarding the tree planting initiative that was being planned for 2020. Waste Connections confirmed that a total of 

3,000 trees were to be planted on COTTFN lands in partnership with the Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority 

(LTVCA). This was completed in spring 2020, and there is a plan for Waste Connections to provide funding for some 

additional trees for residents in 2021. 

The Ridge Landfill Expansion Today 
The Notice of Approval includes a set of conditions that Waste Connections’ must meet in accordance with the 
provisions of the EA, commitments made in the EA, and the conditions of approval. Below is an overview of some of the 
key documents that Waste Connections’ must prepare at various stages of the Ridge Landfill expansion. In addition to 
the documents listed below, Waste Connections will continue to produce an Annual Monitoring Report that reports on 
site development, mitigation and monitoring activity each year. 

 A Compliance Monitoring Program will be prepared that summarizes the commitments made in the EA by 
Waste Connections with respect to mitigation, monitoring, and reporting, along with the conditions of the EA 
Notice of Approval.  

 An Annual EA Compliance Report will be prepared to update the implementation status and schedule of the 
Compliance Monitoring Program. The Annual EA Compliance Report will be available on the Ridge Landfill 
website towards the end of April each, starting in 2022. Waste Connections will provide annual compliance 
reports until all conditions of the EA are satisfied. 

 A Complaint Protocol will be prepared to record any concerns received associated with the Ridge Landfill 
expansion. The Complaint Protocol will be based on Waste Connections’ existing complaint protocol for the 
Ridge Landfill. The protocol will be included as a summary in the Annual Monitoring Report. The complaint 
monitoring program will be in place during operation and post closure of the landfill.  



 
 

 

 An Indigenous Consultation Plan will be prepared that outlines how Waste Connections will consult with 
Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. The Indigenous Consultation Plan will be submitted 
to the Director within six (6) months of the date of approval of the EA.  

 Air Quality Monitoring and Odour Management Plans will be prepared and submitted to the Director no later 
than sixty (60) days prior to construction to monitor and minimize any potential impacts.  

 Landfill Gas Utilization will be evaluated within four (4) years of approval. 

 The Leachate Level Monitoring and Contingency Plan will be implemented to address leachate mounding and 
seeps associated with the vertical expansion of the Old Landfill. 

 
The availability of these documents on the Ridge Landfill website will be confirmed as part of the Indigenous 
Consultation Plan. 
 
In addition, Waste Connections made the following broad commitments to Indigenous Communities as part of the EA: 

 Tending Program: A tending program will be implemented for a minimum of three (3) years to observe the 
success of the restoration and naturalization efforts. Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous 
Communities to determine whether community members wish to take part in the oversight of tending 
programs.  Restoration and naturalization efforts to date have included the woodlot replacement described 

below, habitat replacement for barn swallows, classification and preservation of the Northeast Woodlot on 
the site as a Significant Wildlife Habitat for Bald Eagle and Osprey Nesting, Foraging and Perching Habitat and 
the determination of sites for 16 ha replacement of meadowlark habitat to be planted on Conservation 
Authority lands in spring 2021. 

 Woodlot and On-site Berm Replacement: Waste Connections offered the opportunity to provide input by 
interested communities to the tree planting initiative that was required to replace a woodlot to be removed 
from the site. Input was received and that 2:1 planting activity occurred in spring 2020 with 7000 trees planted 
on Waste Connections owned property, 2000 trees planted at the Chippewas of the Thames and 1000 trees 
planted at Oneida of the Thames First Nation. A commitment in the EA was to naturalize the existing and future 
berms to be constructed as part of the expansion. Waste Connections will also consult with Indigenous 
Communities if interested, during the seed and tree identification process for the on-site berms.  

 Archaeological Resources: Indigenous Communities who have expressed an interest will continue to be 
informed of archaeological activities and invited to participate and/or review the results. Should archeology 
resources be discovered, work will be stopped and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 
Industries and Indigenous Communities will be notified. To date, Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeology assessments 
have been completed and assessments provided to interested Indigenous Communities. Part of the Stage 3 
assessment was completed in 2019. 

Please note that we are planning to complete the second half of the Stage 3 archeology assessment this 
spring (2021) and we will notify you as we get closer to that activity. 

 Project Updates: Waste Connections will continue to update to interested Indigenous Communities on the 
timing of expansion events as the Undertaking progresses. 

 



 
 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the Ridge Landfill expansion, we invite you to visit the “Our Future Plans” 
page on the Ridge Landfill website, www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans. On the website you have access to all 
current and archived project documents. 
 
Next Steps 
Now that the EA has been approved, Waste Connections will proceed with our commitments and the conditions of EA 
approval requirements including the Indigenous Consultation Plan. Below is, at minimum, what will need to be included 
in the Plan as prescribed by the MECP: 
 

Condition 
No. 

Conditions of Approval 

7 Consultation with Indigenous Communities 

7.1 

 Waste Connections will prepare in consultation with Indigenous Communities, an Indigenous consultation plan 
that sets out: 

a) How Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities 
to be involved in environmental monitoring, archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 

b) How Waste Connections will notify Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if 
archaeological resources or Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if archaeological 
resources or Indigenous remains are encountered. 

c) How Waste Connections will issue notices and updates to Indigenous Communities. 
d) How changes to the plan may be made if needed. 

7.2 

 Within six (6) months from the Date of Approval or by such other date as may be agreed in writing by the 
Director, Waste Connections will submit the Indigenous consultation plan to the Director for approval together 
with a summary of how Waste Connections consulted with the Indigenous Communities and any concerns an 
Indigenous Community has identified for the plan. 

7.3 
 Once the Director has accepted the Indigenous consultation plan, Waste Connections will implement the 

Indigenous consultation plan. 

 
  

http://www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans


 
 

 

We would like to hear from you to determine key components of the Consultation Plan and the level of involvement you 
would like to have throughout the twenty (20) year expansion period. 
 
Our deadline from the MECP for submission of the Consultation Plan is April 29, 2021.  In order to finalize the Plan we 
respectfully request that you submit your comments by March 1, 2021.  You can provide your comments in writing via 
letter or email but either way please send your response to my email address below.  We are also happy to set up a 
Zoom call if you are interested in face to face dialogue on the Plan. In the meantime, you have any questions, please call 
me at 519.358.2860 or I can be reached at catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cathy Smith 
Project Manager 
Ridge Landfill Expansion 
 
Visit our website – www.ridgelandfill.com 

mailto:catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com
http://www.ridgelandfill.com/


Kettle and Stony Point First Nation



 
 

 

January 25, 2021  
 
Chief Jason Henry 
Kettle and Stony Point First Nation  
6247 Indian Lane 
Kettle Point, ON, N0N 1J1 
 
Re: Indigenous Engagement and the Ridge Landfill Expansion (also sent by email) 
 
Dear Chief Henry, 
 
As you may be aware the Minister for Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) approved Waste Connections’ 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Ridge Landfill expansion. The first step, the EA Terms of Reference, was 
approved by the Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks on May 1, 2018. The second step, conducting the EA, 
was initiated with a Notice of EA Commencement in June 2018. A Notice of Approval to Proceed with the Undertaking 
was signed by the Minister on October 29, 2020, and the project was approved by Order in Council on October 29, 2020.  
The expansion enables Waste Connections to continue to provide long term residual waste disposal capacity to 
industrial, commercial and institutional customers in southern and central Ontario, as well as the Municipality of 
Chatham-Kent for the next 20 years.   
 
One of the commitments that Waste Connections made during the EA was to continue to engage with Indigenous 
Communities throughout the expansion period. A condition of approval of the EA is to consult with Indigenous 
Communities to develop an Indigenous Consultation Plan.  The Plan is required to outline how Waste Connections will 
consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
remaining archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 
 
As such, I am writing to you today to invite you to provide your feedback on what you consider to be key elements of a 
Consultation Plan and how you wish to be engaged as it relates to various activities that will be associated with the 
Ridge Landfill expansion. The expansion is anticipated to occur over the next twenty (20) years. 
 
This letter includes a summary of past notification activities with Indigenous Communities, a summary of our 
engagement with Kettle and Stony Point First Nation to date and an overview of where we are at in the project/the 
conditions of EA approval that we are now required to meet. 
 
Overview of Indigenous Communities Consultation Activities 
Consultation with Indigenous Communities was an essential part in completing the EA. Indigenous Communities were 
communicated with and notified at all stages of the EA process. Some Indigenous Communities engaged in more in-
depth conversations with Waste Connections during the EA. Below is an overview of the EA notifications that were sent 
to the Kettle and Stony Point First Nation as part of the consultation activities carried out during the EA. 

 Letter Introducing the Project, April 7, 2016 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference (ToR) and Open House #1, April 18, 2016 

 Combined Summary of Open House #1 and Notice of Upcoming Open House #2, May 11, 2016 

 Notice of Open House #2 and Draft ToR Release, June 16, 2016 



 
 

 

 Notice of ToR Submission, November 14, 2016 (first submission) 

 Notice of Voluntary Withdrawal of the ToR, September 11, 2017 

 Notice of New ToR Submission, January 18, 2018 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of the EA and Open House #1, June 14, 2018 

 Notice of Open House #2, November 16, 2018 

 Notice of Alternative Methods Report and Review of Diversion Options Report, January 14, 2019 

 Combined Notice of Open House #3 & Draft EA Report, June 28, 2019 

 Notice of Submission of the EA, Fall, 2019 

 Notice of Completion, Spring 2020 (sent by the MECP) 

 Notice of Approval, Fall 2020 (sent by the MECP) 
 
The Ridge Landfill Expansion Today 
The Notice of Approval includes a set of conditions that Waste Connections’ must meet in accordance with the 
provisions of the EA, commitments made in the EA, and the conditions of approval. Below is an overview of some of the 
key documents that Waste Connections’ must prepare at various stages of the Ridge Landfill expansion. In addition to 
the documents listed below, Waste Connections will continue to produce an Annual Monitoring Report that reports on 
site development, mitigation and monitoring activity each year. 

 A Compliance Monitoring Program will be prepared that summarizes the commitments made in the EA by 
Waste Connections with respect to mitigation, monitoring, and reporting, along with the conditions of the EA 
Notice of Approval.  

 An Annual EA Compliance Report will be prepared to update the implementation status and schedule of the 
Compliance Monitoring Program. The Annual EA Compliance Report will be available on the Ridge Landfill 
website towards the end of April each, starting in 2022. Waste Connections will provide annual compliance 
reports until all conditions of the EA are satisfied. 

 A Complaint Protocol will be prepared to record any concerns received associated with the Ridge Landfill 
expansion. The Complaint Protocol will be based on Waste Connections’ existing complaint protocol for the 
Ridge Landfill. The protocol will be included as a summary in the Annual Monitoring Report. The complaint 
monitoring program will be in place during operation and post closure of the landfill.  

 An Indigenous Consultation Plan will be prepared that outlines how Waste Connections will consult with 
Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. The Indigenous Consultation Plan will be submitted 
to the Director within six (6) months of the date of approval of the EA.  

 Air Quality Monitoring and Odour Management Plans will be prepared and submitted to the Director no later 
than sixty (60) days prior to construction to monitor and minimize any potential impacts.  

 Landfill Gas Utilization will be evaluated within four (4) years of approval. 

 The Leachate Level Monitoring and Contingency Plan will be implemented to address leachate mounding and 
seeps associated with the vertical expansion of the Old Landfill. 

 
The availability of these documents on the Ridge Landfill website will be confirmed as part of the Indigenous 
Consultation Plan. 
 
In addition, Waste Connections made the following broad commitments to Indigenous Communities as part of the EA: 



 
 

 

 Tending Program: A tending program will be implemented for a minimum of three (3) years to observe the 
success of the restoration and naturalization efforts. Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous 
Communities to determine whether community members wish to take part in the oversight of tending 
programs.  Restoration and naturalization efforts to date have included the woodlot replacement described 

below, habitat replacement for barn swallows, classification and preservation of the Northeast Woodlot on 
the site as a Significant Wildlife Habitat for Bald Eagle and Osprey Nesting, Foraging and Perching Habitat and 
the determination of sites for 16 ha replacement of meadowlark habitat to be planted on Conservation 
Authority lands in spring 2021. 

 Woodlot and On-site Berm Replacement: Waste Connections offered the opportunity to provide input by 
interested communities to the tree planting initiative that was required to replace a woodlot to be removed 
from the site. Input was received and that 2:1 planting activity occurred in spring 2020 with 7000 trees planted 
on Waste Connections owned property, 2000 trees planted at the Chippewas of the Thames and 1000 trees 
planted at Oneida of the Thames First Nation. A commitment in the EA was to naturalize the existing and future 
berms to be constructed as part of the expansion. Waste Connections will also consult with Indigenous 
Communities if interested, during the seed and tree identification process for the on-site berms.  

 Archaeological Resources: Indigenous Communities who have expressed an interest will continue to be 
informed of archaeological activities and invited to participate and/or review the results. Should archeology 
resources be discovered, work will be stopped and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 
Industries and Indigenous Communities will be notified. To date, Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeology assessments 
have been completed and assessments provided to interested Indigenous Communities. Part of the Stage 3 
assessment was completed in 2019. 

Please note that we are planning to complete the second half of the Stage 3 archeology assessment this 
spring (2021) and we will notify you as we get closer to that activity. 

 Project Updates: Waste Connections will continue to update to interested Indigenous Communities on the 
timing of expansion events as the Undertaking progresses. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about the Ridge Landfill expansion, we invite you to visit the “Our Future Plans” 
page on the Ridge Landfill website, www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans. On the website you have access to all 
current and archived project documents. 
 
  

http://www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans


 
 

 

Next Steps 
Now that the EA has been approved, Waste Connections will proceed with our commitments and the conditions of EA 
approval requirements including the Indigenous Consultation Plan. Below is, at minimum, what will need to be included 
in the Plan as prescribed by the MECP: 
 

Condition 
No. 

Conditions of Approval 

7 Consultation with Indigenous Communities 

7.1 

 Waste Connections will prepare in consultation with Indigenous Communities, an Indigenous consultation plan 
that sets out: 

a) How Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities 
to be involved in environmental monitoring, archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 

b) How Waste Connections will notify Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if 
archaeological resources or Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if archaeological 
resources or Indigenous remains are encountered. 

c) How Waste Connections will issue notices and updates to Indigenous Communities. 
d) How changes to the plan may be made if needed. 

7.2 

 Within six (6) months from the Date of Approval or by such other date as may be agreed in writing by the 
Director, Waste Connections will submit the Indigenous consultation plan to the Director for approval together 
with a summary of how Waste Connections consulted with the Indigenous Communities and any concerns an 
Indigenous Community has identified for the plan. 

7.3 
 Once the Director has accepted the Indigenous consultation plan, Waste Connections will implement the 

Indigenous consultation plan. 

 
We would like to hear from you to determine key components of the Consultation Plan and the level of involvement you 
would like to have throughout the twenty (20) year expansion period. 
 
Our deadline from the MECP for submission of the Consultation Plan is April 29, 2021.  In order to finalize the Plan we 
respectfully request that you submit your comments by March 1, 2021.  You can provide your comments in writing via 
letter or email but either way please send your response to my email address below.  We are also happy to set up a 
Zoom call if you are interested in face to face dialogue on the Plan. In the meantime, you have any questions, please call 
me at 519.358.2860 or I can be reached at catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cathy Smith 
Project Manager 
Ridge Landfill Expansion 
Visit our website – www.ridgelandfill.com 

mailto:catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com
http://www.ridgelandfill.com/




Delaware Nation - Moravian of the Thames



 
 

 

January 25, 2021  
 
Chief Denise Stonefish 
Moravian of the Thames First Nation 
14760 Schoolhouse Line, R.R. #3  
Thamesville, ON, N0P 2K0 
 
Re: Indigenous Engagement and the Ridge Landfill Expansion (also sent by email) 
 
Dear Chief Stonefish, 
 
As you may be aware the Minister for Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) approved Waste Connections’ 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Ridge Landfill expansion. The first step, the EA Terms of Reference, was 
approved by the Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks on May 1, 2018. The second step, conducting the EA, 
was initiated with a Notice of EA Commencement in June 2018. A Notice of Approval to Proceed with the Undertaking 
was signed by the Minister on October 29, 2020, and the project was approved by Order in Council on October 29, 2020.  
The expansion enables Waste Connections to continue to provide long term residual waste disposal capacity to 
industrial, commercial and institutional customers in southern and central Ontario, the Municipality of Chatham-Kent, 
and Indigenous Communities, including Eelŭnaapéewi Lahkéewiit (Delaware Nation), who have utilized Waste 
Connections' services. 
 
One of the commitments that Waste Connections made during the EA was to continue to engage with Indigenous 
Communities throughout the expansion period. A condition of approval of the EA is to consult with Indigenous 
Communities to develop an Indigenous Consultation Plan.  The Plan is required to outline how Waste Connections will 
consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
remaining archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 
 
As such, I am writing to you today to invite you to provide your feedback on what you consider to be key elements of a 
Consultation Plan and how you wish to be engaged as it relates to various activities that will be associated with the 
Ridge Landfill expansion. The expansion is anticipated to occur over the next twenty (20) years. 
 
This letter includes a summary of past notification activities with Indigenous Communities, a summary of our 
engagement with the Moravian of the Thames First Nation to date and an overview of where we are at in the 
project/the conditions of EA approval that we are now required to meet. 
 
Overview of Indigenous Communities Consultation Activities 
Consultation with Indigenous Communities was an essential part in completing the EA. Indigenous Communities were 
communicated with and notified at all stages of the EA process. Some Indigenous Communities engaged in more in-
depth conversations with Waste Connections during the EA. Below is an overview of the EA notifications that were sent 
to the Moravian of the Thames First Nation as part of the consultation activities carried out during the EA. 

 Letter Introducing the Project, April 7, 2016 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference (ToR) and Open House #1, April 18, 2016 

 Combined Summary of Open House #1 and Notice of Upcoming Open House #2, May 11, 2016 



 
 

 

 Notice of Open House #2 and Draft ToR Release, June 16, 2016 

 Notice of ToR Submission, November 14, 2016 (first submission) 

 Notice of Voluntary Withdrawal of the ToR, September 11, 2017 

 Notice of New ToR Submission, January 18, 2018 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of the EA and Open House #1, June 14, 2018 

 Notice of Open House #2, November 16, 2018 

 Notice of Alternative Methods Report and Review of Diversion Options Report, January 14, 2019 

 Combined Notice of Open House #3 & Draft EA Report, June 28, 2019 

 Notice of Submission of the EA, Fall, 2019 

 Notice of Completion, Spring 2020 (sent by the MECP) 

 Notice of Approval, Fall 2020 (sent by the MECP) 
 
The Ridge Landfill Expansion Today 
The Notice of Approval includes a set of conditions that Waste Connections’ must meet in accordance with the 
provisions of the EA, commitments made in the EA, and the conditions of approval. Below is an overview of some of the 
key documents that Waste Connections’ must prepare at various stages of the Ridge Landfill expansion. In addition to 
the documents listed below, Waste Connections will continue to produce an Annual Monitoring Report that reports on 
site development, mitigation and monitoring activity each year. 

 A Compliance Monitoring Program will be prepared that summarizes the commitments made in the EA by 
Waste Connections with respect to mitigation, monitoring, and reporting, along with the conditions of the EA 
Notice of Approval.  

 An Annual EA Compliance Report will be prepared to update the implementation status and schedule of the 
Compliance Monitoring Program. The Annual EA Compliance Report will be available on the Ridge Landfill 
website towards the end of April each, starting in 2022. Waste Connections will provide annual compliance 
reports until all conditions of the EA are satisfied. 

 A Complaint Protocol will be prepared to record any concerns received associated with the Ridge Landfill 
expansion. The Complaint Protocol will be based on Waste Connections’ existing complaint protocol for the 
Ridge Landfill. The protocol will be included as a summary in the Annual Monitoring Report. The complaint 
monitoring program will be in place during operation and post closure of the landfill.  

 An Indigenous Consultation Plan will be prepared that outlines how Waste Connections will consult with 
Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. The Indigenous Consultation Plan will be submitted 
to the Director within six (6) months of the date of approval of the EA.  

 Air Quality Monitoring and Odour Management Plans will be prepared and submitted to the Director no later 
than sixty (60) days prior to construction to monitor and minimize any potential impacts.  

 Landfill Gas Utilization will be evaluated within four (4) years of approval. 

 The Leachate Level Monitoring and Contingency Plan will be implemented to address leachate mounding and 
seeps associated with the vertical expansion of the Old Landfill. 

 
The availability of these documents on the Ridge Landfill website will be confirmed as part of the Indigenous 
Consultation Plan.  



 
 

 

In addition, Waste Connections made the following broad commitments to Indigenous Communities as part of the EA: 

 Tending Program: A tending program will be implemented for a minimum of three (3) years to observe the 
success of the restoration and naturalization efforts. Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous 
Communities to determine whether community members wish to take part in the oversight of tending 
programs.  Restoration and naturalization efforts to date have included the woodlot replacement described 

below, habitat replacement for barn swallows, classification and preservation of the Northeast Woodlot on 
the site as a Significant Wildlife Habitat for Bald Eagle and Osprey Nesting, Foraging and Perching Habitat and 
the determination of sites for 16 ha replacement of meadowlark habitat to be planted on Conservation 
Authority lands in spring 2021. 

 Woodlot and On-site Berm Replacement: Waste Connections offered the opportunity to provide input by 
interested communities to the tree planting initiative that was required to replace a woodlot to be removed 
from the site. Input was received and that 2:1 planting activity occurred in spring 2020 with 7000 trees planted 
on Waste Connections owned property, 2000 trees planted at the Chippewas of the Thames and 1000 trees 
planted at Oneida of the Thames First Nation. A commitment in the EA was to naturalize the existing and future 
berms to be constructed as part of the expansion. Waste Connections will also consult with Indigenous 
Communities if interested, during the seed and tree identification process for the on-site berms.  

 Archaeological Resources: Indigenous Communities who have expressed an interest will continue to be 
informed of archaeological activities and invited to participate and/or review the results. Should archeology 
resources be discovered, work will be stopped and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 
Industries and Indigenous Communities will be notified. To date, Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeology assessments 
have been completed and assessments provided to interested Indigenous Communities. Part of the Stage 3 
assessment was completed in 2019. 

Please note that we are planning to complete the second half of the Stage 3 archeology assessment this 
spring (2021) and we will notify you as we get closer to that activity. 

 Project Updates: Waste Connections will continue to update to interested Indigenous Communities on the 
timing of expansion events as the Undertaking progresses. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about the Ridge Landfill expansion, we invite you to visit the “Our Future Plans” 
page on the Ridge Landfill website, www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans. On the website you have access to all 
current and archived project documents. 
  

http://www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans


 
 

 

Next Steps 
Now that the EA has been approved, Waste Connections will proceed with our commitments and the conditions of EA 
approval requirements including the Indigenous Consultation Plan. Below is, at minimum, what will need to be included 
in the Plan as prescribed by the MECP: 
 

Condition 
No. 

Conditions of Approval 

7 Consultation with Indigenous Communities 

7.1 

 Waste Connections will prepare in consultation with Indigenous Communities, an Indigenous consultation plan 
that sets out: 

a) How Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities 
to be involved in environmental monitoring, archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 

b) How Waste Connections will notify Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if 
archaeological resources or Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if archaeological 
resources or Indigenous remains are encountered. 

c) How Waste Connections will issue notices and updates to Indigenous Communities. 
d) How changes to the plan may be made if needed. 

7.2 

 Within six (6) months from the Date of Approval or by such other date as may be agreed in writing by the 
Director, Waste Connections will submit the Indigenous consultation plan to the Director for approval together 
with a summary of how Waste Connections consulted with the Indigenous Communities and any concerns an 
Indigenous Community has identified for the plan. 

7.3 
 Once the Director has accepted the Indigenous consultation plan, Waste Connections will implement the 

Indigenous consultation plan. 

 
We would like to hear from you to determine key components of the Consultation Plan and the level of involvement you 
would like to have throughout the twenty (20) year expansion period. 
 
Our deadline from the MECP for submission of the Consultation Plan is April 29, 2021.  In order to finalize the Plan we 
respectfully request that you submit your comments by March 1, 2021.  You can provide your comments in writing via 
letter or email but either way please send your response to my email address below.  We are also happy to set up a 
Zoom call if you are interested in face to face dialogue on the Plan. In the meantime, you have any questions, please call 
me at 519.358.2860 or I can be reached at catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cathy Smith 
Project Manager 
Ridge Landfill Expansion 
Visit our website – www.ridgelandfill.com 

mailto:catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com
http://www.ridgelandfill.com/




Munsee Delaware Nation



 
 

 

January 25, 2021  
 
Chief Mark Peters  
Munsee-Delaware Nation 
289 Jubilee Road, R.R. #1 
Muncey, ON, N0L 1Y0 
 
Re: Indigenous Engagement and the Ridge Landfill Expansion (also sent by email) 
 
Dear Chief Peters, 
 
As you may be aware the Minister for Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) approved Waste Connections’ 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Ridge Landfill expansion. The first step, the EA Terms of Reference, was 
approved by the Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks on May 1, 2018. The second step, conducting the EA, 
was initiated with a Notice of EA Commencement in June 2018. A Notice of Approval to Proceed with the Undertaking 
was signed by the Minister on October 29, 2020, and the project was approved by Order in Council on October 29, 2020.  
The expansion enables Waste Connections to continue to provide long term residual waste disposal capacity to 
industrial, commercial and institutional customers in southern and central Ontario, as well as the Municipality of 
Chatham-Kent for the next 20 years.   
 
One of the commitments that Waste Connections made during the EA was to continue to engage with Indigenous 
Communities throughout the expansion period. A condition of approval of the EA is to consult with Indigenous 
Communities to develop an Indigenous Consultation Plan.  The Plan is required to outline how Waste Connections will 
consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
remaining archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 
 
As such, I am writing to you today to invite you to provide your feedback on what you consider to be key elements of a 
Consultation Plan and how you wish to be engaged as it relates to various activities that will be associated with the 
Ridge Landfill expansion. The expansion is anticipated to occur over the next twenty (20) years. 
 
This letter includes a summary of past notification activities with Indigenous Communities, a summary of our 
engagement with the Munsee-Delaware Nation to date and an overview of where we are at in the project/the 
conditions of EA approval that we are now required to meet. 
 
Overview of Indigenous Communities Consultation Activities 
Consultation with Indigenous Communities was an essential part in completing the EA. Indigenous Communities were 
communicated with and notified at all stages of the EA process. Some Indigenous Communities engaged in more in-
depth conversations with Waste Connections during the EA. Below is an overview of the EA notifications that were sent 
to the Munsee-Delaware Nation as part of the consultation activities carried out during the EA. 

 Letter Introducing the Project, April 7, 2016 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference (ToR) and Open House #1, April 18, 2016 

 Combined Summary of Open House #1 and Notice of Upcoming Open House #2, May 11, 2016 

 Notice of Open House #2 and Draft ToR Release, June 16, 2016 



 
 

 

 Notice of ToR Submission, November 14, 2016 (first submission) 

 Notice of Voluntary Withdrawal of the ToR, September 11, 2017 

 Notice of New ToR Submission, January 18, 2018 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of the EA and Open House #1, June 14, 2018 

 Notice of Open House #2, November 16, 2018 

 Notice of Alternative Methods Report and Review of Diversion Options Report, January 14, 2019 

 Combined Notice of Open House #3 & Draft EA Report, June 28, 2019 

 Notice of Submission of the EA, Fall, 2019 

 Notice of Completion, Spring 2020 (sent by the MECP) 

 Notice of Approval, Fall 2020 (sent by the MECP) 
 
The Ridge Landfill Expansion Today 
The Notice of Approval includes a set of conditions that Waste Connections’ must meet in accordance with the 
provisions of the EA, commitments made in the EA, and the conditions of approval. Below is an overview of some of the 
key documents that Waste Connections’ must prepare at various stages of the Ridge Landfill expansion. In addition to 
the documents listed below, Waste Connections will continue to produce an Annual Monitoring Report that reports on 
site development, mitigation and monitoring activity each year. 

 A Compliance Monitoring Program will be prepared that summarizes the commitments made in the EA by 
Waste Connections with respect to mitigation, monitoring, and reporting, along with the conditions of the EA 
Notice of Approval.  

 An Annual EA Compliance Report will be prepared to update the implementation status and schedule of the 
Compliance Monitoring Program. The Annual EA Compliance Report will be available on the Ridge Landfill 
website towards the end of April each, starting in 2022. Waste Connections will provide annual compliance 
reports until all conditions of the EA are satisfied. 

 A Complaint Protocol will be prepared to record any concerns received associated with the Ridge Landfill 
expansion. The Complaint Protocol will be based on Waste Connections’ existing complaint protocol for the 
Ridge Landfill. The protocol will be included as a summary in the Annual Monitoring Report. The complaint 
monitoring program will be in place during operation and post closure of the landfill.  

 An Indigenous Consultation Plan will be prepared that outlines how Waste Connections will consult with 
Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. The Indigenous Consultation Plan will be submitted 
to the Director within six (6) months of the date of approval of the EA.  

 Air Quality Monitoring and Odour Management Plans will be prepared and submitted to the Director no later 
than sixty (60) days prior to construction to monitor and minimize any potential impacts.  

 Landfill Gas Utilization will be evaluated within four (4) years of approval. 

 The Leachate Level Monitoring and Contingency Plan will be implemented to address leachate mounding and 
seeps associated with the vertical expansion of the Old Landfill. 

 
The availability of these documents on the Ridge Landfill website will be confirmed as part of the Indigenous 
Consultation Plan. 
 
In addition, Waste Connections made the following broad commitments to Indigenous Communities as part of the EA: 



 
 

 

 Tending Program: A tending program will be implemented for a minimum of three (3) years to observe the 
success of the restoration and naturalization efforts. Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous 
Communities to determine whether community members wish to take part in the oversight of tending 
programs.  Restoration and naturalization efforts to date have included the woodlot replacement described 

below, habitat replacement for barn swallows, classification and preservation of the Northeast Woodlot on 
the site as a Significant Wildlife Habitat for Bald Eagle and Osprey Nesting, Foraging and Perching Habitat and 
the determination of sites for 16 ha replacement of meadowlark habitat to be planted on Conservation 
Authority lands in spring 2021. 

 Woodlot and On-site Berm Replacement: Waste Connections offered the opportunity to provide input by 
interested communities to the tree planting initiative that was required to replace a woodlot to be removed 
from the site. Input was received and that 2:1 planting activity occurred in spring 2020 with 7000 trees planted 
on Waste Connections owned property, 2000 trees planted at the Chippewas of the Thames and 1000 trees 
planted at Oneida of the Thames First Nation. A commitment in the EA was to naturalize the existing and future 
berms to be constructed as part of the expansion. Waste Connections will also consult with Indigenous 
Communities if interested, during the seed and tree identification process for the on-site berms.  

 Archaeological Resources: Indigenous Communities who have expressed an interest will continue to be 
informed of archaeological activities and invited to participate and/or review the results. Should archeology 
resources be discovered, work will be stopped and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 
Industries and Indigenous Communities will be notified. To date, Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeology assessments 
have been completed and assessments provided to interested Indigenous Communities. Part of the Stage 3 
assessment was completed in 2019. 

Please note that we are planning to complete the second half of the Stage 3 archeology assessment this 
spring (2021) and we will notify you as we get closer to that activity. 

 Project Updates: Waste Connections will continue to update to interested Indigenous Communities on the 
timing of expansion events as the Undertaking progresses. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about the Ridge Landfill expansion, we invite you to visit the “Our Future Plans” 
page on the Ridge Landfill website, www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans. On the website you have access to all 
current and archived project documents. 
 
  

http://www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans


 
 

 

Next Steps 
Now that the EA has been approved, Waste Connections will proceed with our commitments and the conditions of EA 
approval requirements including the Indigenous Consultation Plan. Below is, at minimum, what will need to be included 
in the Plan as prescribed by the MECP: 
 

Condition 
No. 

Conditions of Approval 

7 Consultation with Indigenous Communities 

7.1 

 Waste Connections will prepare in consultation with Indigenous Communities, an Indigenous consultation plan 
that sets out: 

a) How Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities 
to be involved in environmental monitoring, archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 

b) How Waste Connections will notify Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if 
archaeological resources or Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if archaeological 
resources or Indigenous remains are encountered. 

c) How Waste Connections will issue notices and updates to Indigenous Communities. 
d) How changes to the plan may be made if needed. 

7.2 

 Within six (6) months from the Date of Approval or by such other date as may be agreed in writing by the 
Director, Waste Connections will submit the Indigenous consultation plan to the Director for approval together 
with a summary of how Waste Connections consulted with the Indigenous Communities and any concerns an 
Indigenous Community has identified for the plan. 

7.3 
 Once the Director has accepted the Indigenous consultation plan, Waste Connections will implement the 

Indigenous consultation plan. 

 
We would like to hear from you to determine key components of the Consultation Plan and the level of involvement you 
would like to have throughout the twenty (20) year expansion period. 
 
Our deadline from the MECP for submission of the Consultation Plan is April 29, 2021.  In order to finalize the Plan we 
respectfully request that you submit your comments by March 1, 2021.  You can provide your comments in writing via 
letter or email but either way please send your response to my email address below.  We are also happy to set up a 
Zoom call if you are interested in face to face dialogue on the Plan. In the meantime, you have any questions, please call 
me at 519.358.2860 or I can be reached at catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cathy Smith 
Project Manager 
Ridge Landfill Expansion 
Visit our website – www.ridgelandfill.com 

mailto:catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com
http://www.ridgelandfill.com/




Oneida Nation of the Thames



 
 

 

January 25, 2021  
 
Chief Adrian Chrisjohn 
Oneida Nation of the Thames 
2210 Elm Avenue 
Southwold, ON, N0L 2G0 
 
Re: Indigenous Engagement and the Ridge Landfill Expansion (also sent by email) 
 
Dear Chief Chrisjohn, 
 
As you may be aware the Minister for Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) approved Waste Connections’ 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Ridge Landfill expansion. The first step, the EA Terms of Reference, was 
approved by the Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks on May 1, 2018. The second step, conducting the EA, 
was initiated with a Notice of EA Commencement in June 2018. A Notice of Approval to Proceed with the Undertaking 
was signed by the Minister on October 29, 2020, and the project was approved by Order in Council on October 29, 2020.  
The expansion enables Waste Connections to continue to provide long term residual waste disposal capacity to 
industrial, commercial and institutional customers in southern and central Ontario, as well as the Municipality of 
Chatham-Kent for the next 20 years.   
 
One of the commitments that Waste Connections made during the EA was to continue to engage with Indigenous 
Communities throughout the expansion period. A condition of approval of the EA is to consult with Indigenous 
Communities to develop an Indigenous Consultation Plan.  The Plan is required to outline how Waste Connections will 
consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
remaining archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 
 
As such, I am writing to you today to invite you to provide your feedback on what you consider to be key elements of a 
Consultation Plan and how you wish to be engaged as it relates to various activities that will be associated with the 
Ridge Landfill expansion. The expansion is anticipated to occur over the next twenty (20) years. 
 
This letter includes a summary of past notification activities with Indigenous Communities, a summary of our 
engagement with the Oneida Nation of the Thames to date and an overview of where we are at in the project/the 
conditions of EA approval that we are now required to meet. 
 
Overview of Indigenous Communities Consultation Activities 
Consultation with Indigenous Communities was an essential part in completing the EA. Indigenous Communities were 
communicated with and notified at all stages of the EA process. Some Indigenous Communities engaged in more in-
depth conversations with Waste Connections during the EA. Below is an overview of the EA notifications that were sent 
to the Oneida Nation of the Thames as part of the consultation activities carried out during the EA. 

 Letter Introducing the Project, April 7, 2016 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference (ToR) and Open House #1, April 18, 2016 

 Combined Summary of Open House #1 and Notice of Upcoming Open House #2, May 11, 2016 

 Notice of Open House #2 and Draft ToR Release, June 16, 2016 



 
 

 

 Notice of ToR Submission, November 14, 2016 (first submission) 

 Notice of Voluntary Withdrawal of the ToR, September 11, 2017 

 Notice of New ToR Submission, January 18, 2018 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of the EA and Open House #1, June 14, 2018 

 Notice of Open House #2, November 16, 2018 

 Notice of Alternative Methods Report and Review of Diversion Options Report, January 14, 2019 

 Combined Notice of Open House #3 & Draft EA Report, June 28, 2019 

 Notice of Submission of the EA, Fall, 2019 

 Notice of Completion, Spring 2020 (sent by the MECP) 

 Notice of Approval, Fall 2020 (sent by the MECP) 
 
In addition, in response to Waste Connections’ draft EA Notice and Open House #3 Invitation, Oneida Nation of the 

Thames sent a letter on July 10, 2019, and follow up email on July 15, 2019, inviting the EA Team to present at the 

Oneida Environment Committee meeting to discuss the Ridge Landfill Draft Environmental Assessment Report. Waste 

Connections met with the Oneida Nation of the Thames on August 1, 2019, at the community’s Administration Building. 

The purpose of this meeting was to provide an overview of the project and to discuss opportunities to provide additional 

feedback.  

At the meeting, the Oneida Environment Committee requested a copy of the Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment and 

asked to be present at the Ridge Landfill if a Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment is required. The Oneida Environment 

Committee also requested to review the list of trees to be planted and expressed interest to receive trees. Following the 

meeting, Waste Connections agreed to supply 1,000 trees for planting on the Oneida Nation of the Thames lands and 

these were planted in partnership with the Lower Thames Conservation Authority in spring of 2020.  

The Ridge Landfill Expansion Today 
The Notice of Approval includes a set of conditions that Waste Connections’ must meet in accordance with the 
provisions of the EA, commitments made in the EA, and the conditions of approval. Below is an overview of some of the 
key documents that Waste Connections’ must prepare at various stages of the Ridge Landfill expansion. In addition to 
the documents listed below, Waste Connections will continue to produce an Annual Monitoring Report that reports on 
site development, mitigation and monitoring activity each year. 

 A Compliance Monitoring Program will be prepared that summarizes the commitments made in the EA by 
Waste Connections with respect to mitigation, monitoring, and reporting, along with the conditions of the EA 
Notice of Approval.  

 An Annual EA Compliance Report will be prepared to update the implementation status and schedule of the 
Compliance Monitoring Program. The Annual EA Compliance Report will be available on the Ridge Landfill 
website towards the end of April each, starting in 2022. Waste Connections will provide annual compliance 
reports until all conditions of the EA are satisfied. 

 A Complaint Protocol will be prepared to record any concerns received associated with the Ridge Landfill 
expansion. The Complaint Protocol will be based on Waste Connections’ existing complaint protocol for the 
Ridge Landfill. The protocol will be included as a summary in the Annual Monitoring Report. The complaint 
monitoring program will be in place during operation and post closure of the landfill.  



 
 

 

 An Indigenous Consultation Plan will be prepared that outlines how Waste Connections will consult with 
Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. The Indigenous Consultation Plan will be submitted 
to the Director within six (6) months of the date of approval of the EA.  

 Air Quality Monitoring and Odour Management Plans will be prepared and submitted to the Director no later 
than sixty (60) days prior to construction to monitor and minimize any potential impacts.  

 Landfill Gas Utilization will be evaluated within four (4) years of approval. 

 The Leachate Level Monitoring and Contingency Plan will be implemented to address leachate mounding and 
seeps associated with the vertical expansion of the Old Landfill. 

 
The availability of these documents on the Ridge Landfill website will be confirmed as part of the Indigenous 
Consultation Plan. 
 
In addition, Waste Connections made the following broad commitments to Indigenous Communities as part of the EA: 

 Tending Program: A tending program will be implemented for a minimum of three (3) years to observe the 
success of the restoration and naturalization efforts. Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous 
Communities to determine whether community members wish to take part in the oversight of tending 
programs.  Restoration and naturalization efforts to date have included the woodlot replacement described 

below, habitat replacement for barn swallows, classification and preservation of the Northeast Woodlot on 
the site as a Significant Wildlife Habitat for Bald Eagle and Osprey Nesting, Foraging and Perching Habitat and 
the determination of sites for 16 ha replacement of meadowlark habitat to be planted on Conservation 
Authority lands in spring 2021. 

 Woodlot and On-site Berm Replacement: Waste Connections offered the opportunity to provide input by 
interested communities to the tree planting initiative that was required to replace a woodlot to be removed 
from the site. Input was received and that 2:1 planting activity occurred in spring 2020 with 7000 trees planted 
on Waste Connections owned property, 2000 trees planted at the Chippewas of the Thames and 1000 trees 
planted at Oneida of the Thames First Nation. A commitment in the EA was to naturalize the existing and future 
berms to be constructed as part of the expansion. Waste Connections will also consult with Indigenous 
Communities if interested, during the seed and tree identification process for the on-site berms.  

 Archaeological Resources: Indigenous Communities who have expressed an interest will continue to be 
informed of archaeological activities and invited to participate and/or review the results. Should archeology 
resources be discovered, work will be stopped and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 
Industries and Indigenous Communities will be notified. To date, Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeology assessments 
have been completed and assessments provided to interested Indigenous Communities. Part of the Stage 3 
assessment was completed in 2019. 

Please note that we are planning to complete the second half of the Stage 3 archeology assessment this 
spring (2021) and we will notify you as we get closer to that activity. 

 Project Updates: Waste Connections will continue to update to interested Indigenous Communities on the 
timing of expansion events as the Undertaking progresses. 

 



 
 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the Ridge Landfill expansion, we invite you to visit the “Our Future Plans” 
page on the Ridge Landfill website, www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans. On the website you have access to all 
current and archived project documents. 
 
Next Steps 
Now that the EA has been approved, Waste Connections will proceed with our commitments and the conditions of EA 
approval requirements including the Indigenous Consultation Plan. Below is, at minimum, what will need to be included 
in the Plan as prescribed by the MECP: 
 

Condition 
No. 

Conditions of Approval 

7 Consultation with Indigenous Communities 

7.1 

 Waste Connections will prepare in consultation with Indigenous Communities, an Indigenous consultation plan 
that sets out: 

a) How Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities 
to be involved in environmental monitoring, archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 

b) How Waste Connections will notify Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if 
archaeological resources or Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if archaeological 
resources or Indigenous remains are encountered. 

c) How Waste Connections will issue notices and updates to Indigenous Communities. 
d) How changes to the plan may be made if needed. 

7.2 

 Within six (6) months from the Date of Approval or by such other date as may be agreed in writing by the 
Director, Waste Connections will submit the Indigenous consultation plan to the Director for approval together 
with a summary of how Waste Connections consulted with the Indigenous Communities and any concerns an 
Indigenous Community has identified for the plan. 

7.3 
 Once the Director has accepted the Indigenous consultation plan, Waste Connections will implement the 

Indigenous consultation plan. 

 
  

http://www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans


 
 

 

We would like to hear from you to determine key components of the Consultation Plan and the level of involvement you 
would like to have throughout the twenty (20) year expansion period. 
 
Our deadline from the MECP for submission of the Consultation Plan is April 29, 2021.  In order to finalize the Plan we 
respectfully request that you submit your comments by March 1, 2021.  You can provide your comments in writing via 
letter or email but either way please send your response to my email address below.  We are also happy to set up a 
Zoom call if you are interested in face to face dialogue on the Plan. In the meantime, you have any questions, please call 
me at 519.358.2860 or I can be reached at catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cathy Smith 
Project Manager 
Ridge Landfill Expansion 
 
Visit our website – www.ridgelandfill.com 

mailto:catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com
http://www.ridgelandfill.com/


Walpole Island First Nation



 
 

 

January 25, 2021  
 
Chief Charles Sampson 
Walpole Island First Nation 
117 Tahgahoning Road, R.R. #3  
Wallaceburg, ON, N8A 4K9 
 
Re: Indigenous Engagement and the Ridge Landfill Expansion (also sent by email) 
 
Dear Chief Sampson, 
 
As you may be aware the Minister for Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP) approved Waste Connections’ 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Ridge Landfill expansion. The first step, the EA Terms of Reference, was 
approved by the Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks on May 1, 2018. The second step, conducting the EA, 
was initiated with a Notice of EA Commencement in June 2018. A Notice of Approval to Proceed with the Undertaking 
was signed by the Minister on October 29, 2020, and the project was approved by Order in Council on October 29, 2020.  
The expansion enables Waste Connections to continue to provide long term residual waste disposal capacity to 
industrial, commercial and institutional customers in southern and central Ontario, as well as the Municipality of 
Chatham-Kent for the next 20 years.   
 
One of the commitments that Waste Connections made during the EA was to continue to engage with Indigenous 
Communities throughout the expansion period. A condition of approval of the EA is to consult with Indigenous 
Communities to develop an Indigenous Consultation Plan.  The Plan is required to outline how Waste Connections will 
consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
remaining archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 
 
As such, I am writing to you today to invite you to provide your feedback on what you consider to be key elements of a 
Consultation Plan and how you wish to be engaged as it relates to various activities that will be associated with the 
Ridge Landfill expansion. The expansion is anticipated to occur over the next twenty (20) years. 
 
This letter includes a summary of past notification activities with Indigenous Communities, a summary of our 
engagement with Walpole Island First Nation to date and an overview of where we are at in the project/the conditions 
of EA approval that we are now required to meet. 
 
Overview of Indigenous Communities Consultation Activities 
Consultation with Indigenous Communities was an essential part in completing the EA. Indigenous Communities were 
communicated with and notified at all stages of the EA process. Some Indigenous Communities engaged in more in-
depth conversations with Waste Connections during the EA. Below is an overview of the EA notifications that were sent 
to the Walpole Island First Nation as part of the consultation activities carried out during the EA. 

 Letter Introducing the Project, April 7, 2016 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of Terms of Reference (ToR) and Open House #1, April 18, 2016 

 Combined Summary of Open House #1 and Notice of Upcoming Open House #2, May 11, 2016 

 Notice of Open House #2 and Draft ToR Release, June 16, 2016 



 
 

 

 Notice of ToR Submission, November 14, 2016 (first submission) 

 Notice of Voluntary Withdrawal of the ToR, September 11, 2017 

 Notice of New ToR Submission, January 18, 2018 

 Combined Notice of Commencement of the EA and Open House #1, June 14, 2018 

 Notice of Open House #2, November 16, 2018 

 Notice of Alternative Methods Report and Review of Diversion Options Report, January 14, 2019 

 Combined Notice of Open House #3 & Draft EA Report, June 28, 2019 

 Notice of Submission of the EA, Fall, 2019 

 Notice of Completion, Spring 2020 (sent by the MECP) 

 Notice of Approval, Fall 2020 (sent by the MECP) 
 
In addition, Waste Connections met with Walpole Island First Nation (WIFN) to provide an overview of the project on 
June 28, 2016. WIFN emphasized the importance of maintaining hunting and fishing rights, as well as their interest in 
having a partnership role in the Project.  
 
WIFN also provided comments on the proposed expansion throughout the EA process. Waste Connections and WIFN 
met four (4) times during the EA. The meetings took place on May 30, 2018, September 13, 2018, April 4, 2019, and 
February 26, 2020. The meeting in September included a site tour of the Ridge Landfill. The meetings laid out more 
specific commitments to be made by Waste Connections to WIFN, including the following: 

 Incorporate Indigenous knowledge by involving Indigenous Communities for restoration efforts, such as woodlot 
replacement planting, naturalization of the berms and closure plan implementation.  

 Inform WIFN of upcoming archaeological work to determine whether community would like to be involved. 

 Relocation of a groundwater monitoring well northwest of the Old Landfill. 

 Continue to liaise with WIFN regarding employment opportunities.  

 Identify opportunities to discuss WIFN’s interest in potential partnerships related to the landfill gas plant. 

 Notify WIFN when future Annual Monitoring Reports become available. 

 Continue to update WIFN on the timing of expansion events as the proposed expansion progresses. 
 

In addition to the above mentioned meetings, WIFN retained Neegan Burnside Ltd. (Neegan Burnside), an Aboriginal-
owned engineering and environmental services firm, to provide advice on environmental issues regarding the proposed 
landfill expansion. Waste Connections received five (5) memos and one (1) email from Neegan Burnside on behalf of 
WIFN over the course of the EA.  

 Review of Evaluation and Impact Assessment Criteria (September 10, 2018); 

 Review of Natural Environment Existing Conditions (September 18, 2018); 

 Review of Study Areas (September 19, 2018); 

 Review of Work Plans (September 20, 2018); 

 Review of Response Memos (October 17, 2018);  

 Review of Interim Alternative Methods Report (February 15, 2019); and, 

 Ridge Landfill Expansion and Final EA Comment and Response Table (March 2, 2020). 
 



 
 

 

WIFN expressed an interest in overseeing the archaeological field work for the proposed expansion. The archaeological 
fieldwork for Stage 2 commenced on April 24, 2019, at the Ridge Landfill and was attended by six (6) WIFN community 
members. WIFN was informed of the start of Stage 3 Archeological Assessment in November of 2019, they advised 
Waste Connections to proceed and that they would attend if possible. 
 
The Ridge Landfill Expansion Today 
The Notice of Approval includes a set of conditions that Waste Connections’ must meet in accordance with the 
provisions of the EA, commitments made in the EA, and the conditions of approval. Below is an overview of some of the 
key documents that Waste Connections’ must prepare at various stages of the Ridge Landfill expansion. In addition to 
the documents listed below, Waste Connections will continue to produce an Annual Monitoring Report that reports on 
site development, mitigation and monitoring activity each year. 

 A Compliance Monitoring Program will be prepared that summarizes the commitments made in the EA by 
Waste Connections with respect to mitigation, monitoring, and reporting, along with the conditions of the EA 
Notice of Approval.  

 An Annual EA Compliance Report will be prepared to update the implementation status and schedule of the 
Compliance Monitoring Program. The Annual EA Compliance Report will be available on the Ridge Landfill 
website towards the end of April each, starting in 2022. Waste Connections will provide annual compliance 
reports until all conditions of the EA are satisfied. 

 A Complaint Protocol will be prepared to record any concerns received associated with the Ridge Landfill 
expansion. The Complaint Protocol will be based on Waste Connections’ existing complaint protocol for the 
Ridge Landfill. The protocol will be included as a summary in the Annual Monitoring Report. The complaint 
monitoring program will be in place during operation and post closure of the landfill.  

 An Indigenous Consultation Plan will be prepared that outlines how Waste Connections will consult with 
Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities to be involved in environmental monitoring, 
archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. The Indigenous Consultation Plan will be submitted 
to the Director within six (6) months of the date of approval of the EA.  

 Air Quality Monitoring and Odour Management Plans will be prepared and submitted to the Director no later 
than sixty (60) days prior to construction to monitor and minimize any potential impacts.  

 Landfill Gas Utilization will be evaluated within four (4) years of approval. 

 The Leachate Level Monitoring and Contingency Plan will be implemented to address leachate mounding and 
seeps associated with the vertical expansion of the Old Landfill. 

 
The availability of these documents on the Ridge Landfill website will be confirmed as part of the Indigenous 
Consultation Plan. 
  



 
 

 

In addition, Waste Connections made the following broad commitments to Indigenous Communities as part of the EA: 

 Tending Program: A tending program will be implemented for a minimum of three (3) years to observe the 
success of the restoration and naturalization efforts. Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous 
Communities to determine whether community members wish to take part in the oversight of tending 
programs.  Restoration and naturalization efforts to date have included the woodlot replacement described 

below, habitat replacement for barn swallows, classification and preservation of the Northeast Woodlot on 
the site as a Significant Wildlife Habitat for Bald Eagle and Osprey Nesting, Foraging and Perching Habitat and 
the determination of sites for 16 ha replacement of meadowlark habitat to be planted on Conservation 
Authority lands in spring 2021. 

 Woodlot and On-site Berm Replacement: Waste Connections offered the opportunity to provide input by 
interested communities to the tree planting initiative that was required to replace a woodlot to be removed 
from the site. Input was received and that 2:1 planting activity occurred in spring 2020 with 7000 trees planted 
on Waste Connections owned property, 2000 trees planted at the Chippewas of the Thames and 1000 trees 
planted at Oneida of the Thames First Nation. A commitment in the EA was to naturalize the existing and future 
berms to be constructed as part of the expansion. Waste Connections will also consult with Indigenous 
Communities if interested, during the seed and tree identification process for the on-site berms.  

 Archaeological Resources: Indigenous Communities who have expressed an interest will continue to be 
informed of archaeological activities and invited to participate and/or review the results. Should archeology 
resources be discovered, work will be stopped and the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture 
Industries and Indigenous Communities will be notified. To date, Stage 1 and Stage 2 archaeology assessments 
have been completed and assessments provided to interested Indigenous Communities. Part of the Stage 3 
assessment was completed in 2019. 

Please note that we are planning to complete the second half of the Stage 3 archeology assessment this 
spring (2021) and we will notify you as we get closer to that activity. 

 Project Updates: Waste Connections will continue to update to interested Indigenous on the timing of 
expansion events as the Undertaking progresses. 

 
If you are interested in learning more about the Ridge Landfill expansion, we invite you to visit the “Our Future Plans” 
page on the Ridge Landfill website, www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans. On the website you have access to all 
current and archived project documents. 
 
  

http://www.ridgelandfill.com/our-future-plans


 
 

 

Next Steps 
Now that the EA has been approved, Waste Connections will proceed with our commitments and the conditions of EA 
approval requirements including the Indigenous Consultation Plan. Below is, at minimum, what will need to be included 
in the Plan as prescribed by the MECP: 
 

Condition 
No. 

Conditions of Approval 

7 Consultation with Indigenous Communities 

7.1 

 Waste Connections will prepare in consultation with Indigenous Communities, an Indigenous consultation plan 
that sets out: 

a) How Waste Connections will consult with Indigenous Communities and provide them with opportunities 
to be involved in environmental monitoring, archaeological assessments, and re-naturalization activities. 

b) How Waste Connections will notify Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if 
archaeological resources or Indigenous Communities, using a notification protocol, if archaeological 
resources or Indigenous remains are encountered. 

c) How Waste Connections will issue notices and updates to Indigenous Communities. 
d) How changes to the plan may be made if needed. 

7.2 

 Within six (6) months from the Date of Approval or by such other date as may be agreed in writing by the 
Director, Waste Connections will submit the Indigenous consultation plan to the Director for approval together 
with a summary of how Waste Connections consulted with the Indigenous Communities and any concerns an 
Indigenous Community has identified for the plan. 

7.3 
 Once the Director has accepted the Indigenous consultation plan, Waste Connections will implement the 

Indigenous consultation plan. 

 
We would like to hear from you to determine key components of the Consultation Plan and the level of involvement you 
would like to have throughout the twenty (20) year expansion period. 
 
Our deadline from the MECP for submission of the Consultation Plan is April 29, 2021.  In order to finalize the Plan we 
respectfully request that you submit your comments by March 1, 2021.  You can provide your comments in writing via 
letter or email but either way please send your response to my email address below.  We are also happy to set up a 
Zoom call if you are interested in face to face dialogue on the Plan. In the meantime, you have any questions, please call 
me at 519.358.2860 or I can be reached at catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Cathy Smith 
Project Manager 
Ridge Landfill Expansion 
Visit our website – www.ridgelandfill.com 

mailto:catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com
http://www.ridgelandfill.com/
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Indigenous Consultation Plan  
Environmental Assessment Reference Number: 16019  
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Chippewas of the Thames First Nation



 

 

320 Chippewa Road, Muncey, ON, N0L 1Y0 
Ph. 519-289-5555  Fax. 519-289-2230   

info@cottfn.com   www.cottfn.com 

CHIPPEWAS OF THE THAMES FIRST NATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
February 24, 2021 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Cathy smith  
Project Manager 
Waste Connections Canada 
Ridge Landfill Expansion 
 
 
RE: Indigenous Engagement and the Ridge Landfill Expansion  
 
 
Dear: Cathy, 
 
We have reviewed information concerning the aforementioned project. The proposed project is located within the 
Mckee Treaty Area to which Chippewas of the Thames First Nation (COTTFN) is a signatory, the landfill is also 
located within the Big Bear Creek Additions to Reserve (ATR) land selection area, as well as COTTFN's 
Traditional Territory. 
 
After reviewing the project information, we have identified the level of engagement that we would expect over the 
life of the project. Our recommendations are: 
 

1. Provide COTTFN with Notification of future Archaeology Assessments and the opportunity to actively 

participate by sending First Nation Field Liaisons on behalf of COTTFN.  

2. Provide a presentation of the annual reporting of the landfill to the COTTFN Treaties, Lands & 

Environment Department. 

3. If there are any substantive changes to your project, COTTFN requires notification and the opportunity to 

engage with you on the proposed changes.  

We look forward to continuing this open line of communication. To implement meaningful consultation, COTTFN 
has developed its own protocol - a document and a process that will guide positive working relationships. As per 
‘Appendix D’ of the Wiindmaagewin attached is invoice 0083.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need further clarification of this letter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Fallon Burch 
Consultation Coordinator 
Chippewa of the Thames First Nation 
(519) 289-5555 Ext 251 
consultation@cottfn.com 



5/31/2021 FW: Ridge Landfill EA Draft Indigenous Consultation Plan for Review - abuelles@dillon.ca - Dillon Consulting Limited Mail
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 Fallon Burch
Consulta�on Coordinator, Chippewas of the Thames First Na�on
320 Chippewa Rd Muncey, ON N0L 1Y0 | 519-289-
5555 |www.co�n.com/consulta�on

 
This email or documents accompanying this email contain informa�on belonging to the Chippewas of the Thames First Na�on. Which may be
confiden�al and/or legally privileged. The informa�on is intended only for the addressed recipients(s). If you are not an intended recipient, you are
hereby no�fied that any disclosure, copying, distribu�on, or the taking of any ac�on in reliance on the contents of this email. Is strictly prohibited. If
you have received this email in error, please advise my office and delete it from your system.
 

From: Fallon Burch [mailto:fburch@cottfn.com] 
 Sent: Tuesday, May 11, 2021 2:10 PM

 To: Cathy Smith; Jacqueline French
 Cc: Rochelle Smith

 Subject: RE: Ridge Landfill EA Draft Indigenous Consultation Plan for Review
 

WARNING: This email is from outside of Waste Connec�ons; Exercise cau�on.

Good a�ernoon Cathy,
 
I have reviewed the Dra� Indigenous Consulta�on Plan. At this �me, I have no comments or recommenda�ons based on the informa�on that has been presented at this �me. However, I 
made to Dra� Indigenous Consulta�on Plan that you no�fy COTTFN by sending an electronic no�fica�on to consulta�on@co�n.com. If you have any ques�ons, please feel free to contac

Thank you,

Fallon Burch
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: Cathy Smith <Catherine.Smith@WasteConnec�ons.com> 
 Sent: May 3, 2021 10:58 AM

 To: Jacqueline French <jfrench@co�n.com>
 Cc: Fallon Burch <�urch@co�n.com>; Rochelle Smith <rsmith@co�n.com>

 Subject: FW: Ridge Landfill EA Dra� Indigenous Consulta�on Plan for Review
 
Good morning,

Waste Connections received Environmental Assessment approval for expansion of the Ridge Landfill located in Blenheim, ON on October 29th, 2020.  An MECP condition of approval is t

Consultation Plan in consultation with Indigenous Communities.  Further to my email and letter dated January 26th inviting you to have input on the Plan please find the attached Draft Indi
review and comment.

Given Covid 19 challenges we have requested and been granted a one month extension by the MECP for submission of the Plan and are now required to submit the Plan by May 31st. If you

comment on the Plan please do so by Friday May 21st to enable us to finalize the Draft for submission.
We look forward to your feedback and if you have any questions or would just like to discuss the Plan I can be reached via cell at 519-358-2860 or email at Catherine.smith@wasteconnecti
receive your comments in writing via email, teleconference or I’d be happy to set up a Zoom call if that’s your preference.
Regards,
Cathy
Cathy Smith HBA, MA, ENV SP 

 Project Manager – Ridge Landfill Expansion
 

T: 519 676 5000 | F: 519 676 4967 | C: 519 358 2860
Waste Connections of Canada | 20262 Erieau Road | Blenheim, ON, N0P 1A0

 www.WasteConnectionsCanada.com
 

3 Attachments
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mailto:fburch@cottfn.com
mailto:consultation@cottfn.com
mailto:jfrench@cottfn.com
mailto:fburch@cottfn.com
mailto:rsmith@cottfn.com
mailto:Catherine.smith@wasteconnections.com
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__userformson_www.wasteconnectionscanada.com&d=DwMGaQ&c=9g49JK_oyOnGoB_QNpFjmMtJm41Yy-9dAZtUwi7WKVQ&r=itQTiiWxfNW0MhBWaTHiE2niWwLaQNqkk7goNbF483Doj9QkI_L6ciSZgcurWKbQ&m=aerXdjbIA2P7nukOSt4Nxzl__Hc-9XrGcFXvDCxwRlY&s=Q_T0VSJqDQ3WE6oPeTaB1sa7GiViZHwd4Up58gSSXpc&e=


 

 

320 Chippewa Road, Muncey, ON, N0L 1Y0 
Ph. 519-289-5555  Fax. 519-289-2230   

info@cottfn.com   www.cottfn.com 

CHIPPEWAS OF THE THAMES FIRST NATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
May 11, 2021 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
 
Cathy Smith  
Project Manager 
Waste Connections of Canada 
Ridge Landfill Expansion  
20262 Erieau Road 
Blenheim, ON N0P 1A0  
 
RE: Ridge Landfill EA Draft Indigenous Consultation Plan 
 
 
Dear: Cathy, 
 
We have reviewed the Draft Indigenous Consultation Plan for the aforementioned project. The proposed project is 
located within the Mckee Treaty area to which Chippewas of the Thames First Nation (COTTFN) is a signatory. 
The project(s) also falls within the Big Bear Creek Additions to Reserve (ATR) land selection area, as well as 
COTTFN's Traditional Territory. 
 
After reviewing the Draft Consultation Plan, we have no comments or recommendations based on the information 
that you have presented to us at this time. However, I ask that if there are any changes to the Draft Indigenous 
Consultation Plan that you keep us informed by sending an electronic notification to consultation@cottfn.com with 
the opportunity to review and provide comments if necessary.  
 
We look forward to continuing this open line of communication. To implement meaningful consultation, COTTFN 
has developed its own protocol - a document and a process that will guide positive working relationships. We 
would be happy to meet with you to review COTTFN's Consultation Protocol.  
 
As per ‘Appendix D’ of the Wiindmaagewin attached is invoice 0114. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
need further clarification of this letter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Fallon Burch 
Consultation Coordinator 
Chippewa of the Thames First Nation 
consultation@cottfn.com 
 
 



Oneida Nation of the Thames



1/26/2021 FW: Ridge Landfill EA Approval - Indigenous Consultation Plan - abuelles@dillon.ca - Dillon Consulting Limited Mail

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/FMfcgxwKkbrQdKpwkSgmqvQnFmwDlMXv?compose=CllgCJZZztddcgpFMcQRwrpqVzgnkkGlbktTHxqxFFlxC… 1/1

From: Brandon Doxtator [mailto:environment@oneida.on.ca] 
 Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 12:39 PM

 To: Cathy Smith; Chief Adrian Chrisjohn
 Cc: Cherilyn Hill

 Subject: RE: Ridge Landfill EA Approval - Indigenous Consultation Plan
 

WARNING: This email is from outside of Waste Connec�ons; Exercise cau�on.

HI Cathy,
 
I hope you are doing well and keeping safe. It has been sometime since we have had a discussion and I wanted
to mention that our tree planting program was a success last year and I wanted to thank you – Yaw^ko – to you
and Waste Connections/Ridge Landfill for providing the 1000 trees to our community.
 
I would be willing to have a conversation with you sometime next week to go over some of the details within
our Community Consultation plan. I would also like to invite you to one of our Oneida Environment Committee
meetings to discuss with our elected councillors and any other insights they would like to provide. We have a
committee meeting On Thursday February 11th and Thursday February 28th if either of those days work for you.
Meetings are usually in the afternoon at 1pm or at 5pm depending on availability.  
 
Yaw^ko and have a great day.
 
Brandon Doxtator
Environment and Consultation Coordinator
Oneida Nation of the Thames
Oneida Public Works Office
2706 Nicholas Rd, Oneida
(519)-652-6922
C: 226-378-4725
 
T^teskwahlolyana’ Nahte’ Weswalihwatsh^’li
“Come and tell us what you found out”

mailto:environment@oneida.on.ca

